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Know Your Rights 
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RIGHT TO 
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THE RIGHT TO KEEP AND 
BEAR ARMS 

U.S. Senate Report 
This little-known U.S. Senate 
report is potent ammo for all 
gun owners interested in the 
preservation of our right to 
keep and bear arms. It is 
proof that the U.S. govern­
ment itself has studied the 
meaning of the Second 
Amendment from all perspec­
tives and concluded that 
every private citizen has the 
individual right to own and 
carry firearms in a peaceful 
manner. 8 1 /2 x 11 , softcover, 
160 pp. 
#10014090 $22.00 

STOPPING POWER 
A Practical Analysis of the 
Latest Handgun Ammunition 
by Evan Marshall & Ed Sanow 
Get the latest street performance of major handgun calibers, 
from .22 LR to .45 ACP, taken from real-life shootings. Also 
includes info on rifle and shotgun loads, short-barrel and black 
powder ballistics, .357 SIG and .40 S&W results, exotic ammo, 
and the lowdown on the many gunfights of the U.S. Border 
Patrol. 8 1/2 x 11, softcover, photos, 360 pp. 
#10012680 $49.95 

ONLY HITS COUNT 
Practical Firearms Training 
for Personal Defense 
with Louis Awerbuck 
Let world-renowned firearms instructor Louis 
Awerbuck make your range training realistic and up to date. 
Included in this Paladin video are flashlight techniques, proper 
shot placement, multiple attacker scenarios, shooting on the 
move, cover versus concealment and more. For information 
purposes only. Color, approx. 75 min., VHS (U.S. format) only. 
#10013969 $39.95 

Get it as 

NO 
; WAITING! 

How w Get What You Woi'ft, 
WlfrnYoUWtr1ft lt 

NO WAITING! 
How to Get What You 

Want, When You Want tt 
by Andy Kane 

Life is short, and those who 
know how to use their time to 
its best advantage will be the 
ones having the most fun. In 
this hilarious guide to instant 
gratification, Kane shares his 
sure-fire tips to foi l the peo­
ple who waste your time, 
from bank tellers to repair­
men to chatty co-workers. 
For entertainment purposes 
only! 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, softcover, 

Get it Cheap 
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HOW TO HAGGLE 
Professional Tricks for 
Saving Money on Just 

About Anything 
by Max Edison 

Let the fine art of haggling 
save you hundreds of dollars 
on everything from stereos, 
TVs and guns to jewelry, cars 
and real estate. Old pro Max 
Edison walks you through the 
psychology of negotiation, 
special precautions to take 
before you buy or sell any­
thing, how to build your case 
for the best possible deal and 
more. 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, softcover, illus., 112 pp. 

#10012722 $17 .00 64 pp. 
#10014003 $12.00 
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HANDBOOK OF HANDGUNS 
A Comprehensive Evaluation of Military, 
Police, Sporting, and Personal-Defense Pistols 
by Timothy J. Mullin 
Not since Elmer Keith's classic Sixguns has one book offered 
so much information on handguns! Here Mullin takes pistols 
into the 21st century with provocative chapters on modifica­
tions, "desperation" weapons, the surplus scene, essential 
reading, traveling abroad with a handgun, shooting schools and 
more. 8 1/2 x 11 , softcover, photos, 240 pp. 
#10013985 $35.00 

COMBAT CONDITIONING 
U.S. Marine Corps 
The U.S. Marine Corps knows how to prepare its men for the 
physical rigors of combat. Here is the entire classic USMC 
combat conditioning course as taught at the Officer Candidate 
School. Besides the Marines' demanding PT program, it 
includes instruction in unarmed combat; use of knives, clubs 
and silent weapons; pistol disarming; bayonet drills and more. 
6 x 9, softcover, photos, illus., approx. 352 pp. 
#10014082 $30.00 

Get Even 

Revenge 
Encyclopedia 
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@ 
R,agnar·s Action 
Encyclopedia of 
Practical Knowlc:cloc 
and l'ro"cn 7i ., 
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THE MODERN THE REVENGE RAGNAR'S ACTION 
IDENTITY CHANGER ENCYCLOPEDIA ENCYCLOPEDIA OF 

How to Create a New This is the mother of all PRACTICAL KNOWLEDGE 
Identity for Privacy and revenge books! You'd have to AND PROVEN TECHNIQUES, 

Personal Freedom buy more than 25 books to get Volume 1, Revised Edition 
by Sheldon Charrett all the wit and wisdom con- by Ragnar Benson 

Finally, here is an all-new tained in this compilation from Learn how to build weapons, 
instruction book on how to the best of Paladin's revenge trap anything that moves, 
obtain a new identity, produce books. Don't be fooled by drop out of the rat race, prtect 
supporting documents for it, cheap imitators that claim to your privacy, elude the bad 
obtain credit, employment and know how to get even. Paladin guys, defend yourself, change 
banking privileges and use is still your revenge source identities, land a job and live 
your new identity safely in when you need to even the well - as well as a little bit 
today's society. For academic score with nosy neighbors, about everything else that 
study only. 5 1/2 x 81/2, soft- bungling bureaucrats, snarly might be important. 8 1/2 x 
cover, illus., 152 pp. clerks or other pests. For 11 , softcover, photos, illus., 
#10008712 $20.00 entertainment purposes only. 8 344 pp. 

1 /2 x 11 , softcover, 120 pp. #10011096 $35.00 
#10001675 $25.00 
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----------------------
by Robert ,K. Br!J_\Vn _ . 

Media Gun Bias 
(The following is reprinted from NRA­

ILA Fax Alert, Vol. 8, No. 4, 11250 Waples 
Mill Road, Fairfax, VA 22030; phone: 800-
392-8683; fax: 703-267-3918; website: 
www.NRAILA.org .) 

A recent study by the Media 
Research Center (MRC) documents the 
palpable anti-gun bias of the major tele­
vision networks in reporting firearm­
related news. A study released by the 
MRC last year examined 653 morning 
and evening news stories from July 1, 
1997 to June 30, 1999, and found that 
stories advocating gun control on ABC, 
CBS, CNN, and NBC outpaced those 
opposing by a ratio of nearly 10 to 1. 
The recent study examined the same 
period, and showed that the bias advo­
cating more restrictions on law-biding 
gun owners is accompanied by an 
apparent unwillingness to cover stories 
that the pro-Second Amendment com­
munity would like to see. 

For example, over the past several 
years, when NRA spokesmen had been 
invited to comment on the debate over 
gun control on news programs, they 
regularly pointed out the failure of the 
Clinton-Gore Administration to prose­
cute armed violent felons. But the MRC 
study showed that TV reporters men­
tioned the drop in federal' prosecutions 
under Clinton only eight times during 
the period studied. Similarly, NRA has 
been promoting real crime-fighting pro­
grams such as the "Project Exile: pros­
ecution model, which originated in 
Richmond, Va. , for several years. The 
networks, however, mentioned this 
program a mere three times over the 
period studied. "Project Exile" - a 
cooperative effort among local, state, 

and federal law enforcement prosecu­
tors - targets violent felons who vio­
late firearm laws, seeks the most strin­
gent penalties available, and has been 
credited with a dramatic reduction in 
Richmond's violent gun-related crime. 

The lawful , defensive use of 
firearms by law-abiding citizens is a 
subject that has also been widely 
ignored, according to the MRC. 
Although award-winning criminologist 
Gary Kleck has estimated that firearms 
are used as often as 2.5 million times a 
year for protection, the networks 
reported such acts only 12 times out of 
the 653 firearm-related stories covered. 

And while NRA constantly points 
out that passing new restrictions on 
law-abiding gun owners does nothing 
to reduce crime, especially in light of 
the countless laws that are violated in 
every high-profile shooting, this argu­
ments was mentioned only five times 
over the study period. 

This latest study complements last 
year's study, and supports another 
MRC study released in 1994. The 1994 
study focused solely on evening news 
programs from 1December1991 to 30 
November 1993, and found that 62% 
of the 197 stories examined devoted 
substantially more time to anti-gun 
arguments that pro-gun. It also found 
that news commentators who 
endorsed gun control outnumbered 
those opposed by nearly 2 to 1, and the 
anti-gun bias was even more distinct 
then the story concerned the Brady 
Bill, expanding to 3 to 1 against the 
pro-Second Amendment view. 

If you would like more information 
on the MRC and its recent study, go to 
its website at www.mrc.org. ~ 
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If it's not an ArmaLite® 
it's not an AR-1 O™ 

El:nc~ 

ArmaLite's .308 caliber AR-lO(T)TM offers outstand­
ing accuracy and reliability for both competition and 
tactical use. 
The triple-lapped stainless steel barrel floats Within a 
rugged fiberglass handguard. The mil standard sight 
base on the upper receiver and the gas block allow 
rapid and repeatable interchange of removable iron or 
scope sights. 
The AR-lO(T) features ArmaLite's famed machined, 
tool-steel 2 stage National Match trigger group. 

ArmaLite's .308 caliber AR-10A4rn, our most popu­
lar model, combines the tactical build of the AR-10A2 
with the MIL STD 1913 receiver and gas block of the 
AR-lO(T). The AR-10A4 provides the tactical flexibility 
of removable conventional sights with ArmaLite's 
sturdy telescopic sight mounts. 
The barrel starts life as a double-lapped match barrel, 
and is then chrome lined to provide better accuracy 
than any previous tactical rifle while retaining the 
corrosion resistance of chrome lining. This is a serious 
rifle for either tactical or sport purposes. 

ArmaLite's .308 caliber AR-10A2rn is the 7.62mm 
equivalent of the famed M-16A2 (semiautomatic 
only). The AR-10A2 uses the same double-lapped bar­
rel as the AR-10A4 for peak accuracy. 

BEST VALUE: ArmaLite has focu sed on building the 
best all-new rifles in the market at very reasonable 
prices, and has succeeded. 

QUALITY & TECHNICAL EXCELLENCE: ArmaLite's 
Quality Assurance and Engineering expertise are 
built into every rifle, and are backed up by our 
Limited Lifetime Warranty. And since only ArmaLite 
refuses to sell its receivers, you know that every 
ArmaLite is factory made. 

ACCURACY: Based on ArmaLite's superb triple-lapped, 
24 inch long stainless steel match barrel. 

POWER: Chambered for the full-power 7.62mm/.308 
Win cartridge, with the light-recoiling .243 Win 
round available as well. 

STRENGTH: Massively strong bolt and barrel extension 
mounted in precision forged and machined aircraft­
grade 7175-T74 receivers. 

RELIABILITY: Based on fin e workman ship, materials 
and technology. 

FLEXIBILITY: The A.R.M.S.-designed Picatinny Rail on 
our fla t-topped upper receiver and our gas block 
allow fast switch ing of e ither de tachable fro nt and 
rea r sights or telescopic sights. 

SELECTION: More no-nonsen se m odels than an y man­
ufacturer, with your cho ice of calibe rs, len gth s, bar­
rels, a nd stock colors. And don ' t forget abo ut our 
fam ed 5.56mm/.223 Re m MlS rifles. 

DISTINCTION: ArmaLite's distinctive green stock sets 
your rifle apart from over 8 million black-stocked 
ARs . And yes, you can get them in black if you wish . 

AND IT'S AN ARMALITE: Designed and engin eered b y 
Gun People for Gun People, and n ow more available 
than ever. 

~1d 52 <~·1, ~)r ~"<ll~g : ~1al~, l: I l'. O~x 2:9 I Ge1~se~. 6~4 ~l9~-6~9 /!x: !09~-6~ • 
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Swiss Guards 

A member of my family and sub-
scriber to SOF would like to know: 

1: Who are the Swiss Guards? 
2: Whom are they made up of? 
3: What is their purpose? 

Susan Andrews 
via e-mail 

You could accurately call the Swiss 
Guards one of the world's oldest mere or 
bodyguard outfits. For hundreds of years 
this elite cadre of actual Swiss troops has 
been hired to attend to the personal secu­
rity of the Roman Catholic Pope. 
Although their job description necessari­
ly entails a certain amount of high-pro­
file ceremonial duty, they are carefully 
selected, wel/:trained and equipped -
and one of the world's premier personal 
security details. 

Swapping Iron 
I own a Heckler &: 

Koch 91 and have the 
opportunity to trade it 
for a Galil AR .308 and 
a few dollars more. My 
question is, would it be 
a mistake to trade my 
H&:K 91 for a Galil AR 

and why? I loved the article "Ml6 
Millennium Modifications" (March '01) . 

William 
via e-mail 

Both rifles are serious iron, but only 
you have the information at your disposal 
to decide which is the one you really want. 
Which rifle is in the best condition? Which 
way was the ''few dollars more" going to 
flow? Is there something about the H&K 
you don't like? Which rifle physically fits 
you better? Do you reload your ammo? 
Why does the guy with the Gali! want your 
H&K? How many bazillion rounds do you 
hope to put through the rifle before you 

10 

retire it? There are so many variables, only 
you can make the decision. If this editor 
were deciding, in .308 I'd probably stick to 
the H&K. In .223 I might opt for a Gali! 
over the H&K 93 - but everybody's situa­
tion and requirements are different. That's 
why so many diffe1ing yet quality designs 
are on the market. 

Politically Incorrect 
On page 4 7 of the 

January issue [in a 
story regarding Thun­
der Ranch] there is a 
photo of a "politically 
incorrect [area]" sign. I 
read it and laughed like 
hell! It was so well put 

together, I found myself wanting one 
(or two or three) . 

Do you know whom I could contact 
to obtain one of those signs? If you do, 
please advise. Actually, it's time we 
turned this P.C. horseshit around and 
got back to calling things and people by 
their correct names. 

T.W lewis 
San Bernardino, California 

Successful SEALs 
I noticed in the 

April 2001 SOF, under 
the article "SEAls: 
Continued Profession­
alism," there is no men­
tion of Richard Mar­
cinko or his series of 
adventure novels. He 

has been very successful with his 
books. I was curious why he was not 
mentioned in the article. 

Tnthony Zmiljewski 
via e-mail 

Former SEALs, as a group, have been 
just as hard-charging in civilian life as in 
the service, thus there are simply far too 

www.sofmag.com • 

_........, _ 

. ..._.... -

many blessed with success to mention 
them all. Marcinko and his numerous 
books have been featured in SOF many 
times over the years. 

If Tho Good Tu Be 1hle ... 
I am responding to 

the piece written by 
Daniel S. Bones ("I Was 
There," SOF, March 
'01). My own back­
ground: I am an ex­
South African soldier, I 
served in the Marine 

Corps, the Department of Naval 
Counter-Intelligence, Infantry, and 
Commandos of the SADE After my full 
time service I have worked for EO, Grey 
Security et al. in various parts of the 
world. I have had +/- 15 years of contin­
uous service. I am now trying out a more 
peaceful "civvie" life here in the States. 

My comments regarding Mr. Bones' 
piece are: Before entering into any free­
lance military-type work, do your 
research well. It is essential not just to 
know lots about where you are going 
and why, but even more so know for 
whom and with whom. The right com­
pany and teammates make or break a 
job. Another important factor is to 
expect, train and prepare yourself for 
the worst that can happen. lay your 
own plans for medical aid, evac, mede­
vac, security, health, supply and 
finance and insurance. There are many 
things you can do to make yourself 
more self-reliant. 

Don't believe the recruitment hype 
- that is all it is. When it comes out 
true, it is the exception rather than the 
rule. To me, it sounded like the author 
expected a soft tour (a holiday rest 
camp), when you consider his com­
ment, "the area, of course, has no 
nightlife, women or booze ... " As far as 
I know, when you sign up for fighting 
wages ($42,000 in this case) you expect 
fighting conditions. Especially in Third 

Continued on page 14 
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WEAPON TESTS AND 
EVALUATIONS 

The Best of Soldier Of Fortune 
by Peter G. Kokalis 

There are those who write 
about weapons from behind a 

desk, relying on field reports, statistics, and press releases to shape 
their opinions. Then there is Peter G. Kokalis, who for 20 years has 
traveled the globe-risking enemy fire from the jungles of El 
Salvador to the deserts of Africa-to bring more exclusives to readers 
of Soldier Of Fortune magazine than any other writer on small arms. 

Kokalis debuted as a writer for SOP in 1981 and quickly earned 

" . .. Peter is a true authority 
on firearms design and 
function, especially machine 
guns. Weapon Tests and 
Evaluations is a must for 
every firearms enthusiast's 
library." 

-Louis Awerbuck 

a permanent spot in the staff box as 
Technical Editor. He brought back stories 
from battlefields around the world; 
traveled behind the Great Wall to test 
weapons at the invitation of the Red 

. Chinese government; and even raised a 
glass with Mikhail Kalashnikov himself in 
post-communist Russia. 

In this comprehensive anthology of 
Kokalis' best articles from SOP and Fighting 
Firearms magazines, you'll get authoritative 
reviews and detailed information on 
dozens of handguns, rifles, SM Gs, sniper rifles, and shotguns. You'll also 
travel with him as he trains El Salvador's Atlacatl Battalion, visits the cagey 
gun dealers of Afghanistan to test the elusive Soviet AGS-17, and goes 
where no Western writer has gone before for his groundbreaking eight-part 
series examining the weapons of the Chinese army. 

8 1/2 x 11, softcover, photos, 408 pp. Item #10012540 $45.00 
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World and East Bloc countries, do not 
expect First World luxuries such as 
local nightlife after hours! With luck 
you could end up in a "Club" where 
most of the patrons are clutching AKs ... 

But most of all, be aware and gather 
info constantly, evaluate it and act on it. 
Remember, you put your life on the line 
as soon as you board the aircraft. You 
must look after yourself, no one else 
will - especially the respective compa­
ny will have all the legal deniability 
built in to your "contract" and SOPs! 
Look out for #1, if you want to spend 
your cash! I could go on a lot more and 
list examples in detail, but I think I got 
the point across. 

Keep up the good work. 

Phillip J. Nel 

Perks Where You Find Them 
I too was employed by that Texas 

Corporation, during the same time in 
question, on the same team as "Daniel 
S. Bones." I would not contradict what 
he said about the administrative staff. 
Actually, I thought he was very kind in 
his evaluation of them. Nor would I 
deny the working conditions, actually 
it got to be 130 degrees in the shade 
(but who was counting?). 

What I would take exception with is 
his estimation of our co-workers, the 
female population, and booze. I will 
grant you that in the bell curve of 
human existence there are those who 
are detestable (we had some of those) , 
the colorfully inept (we had some of 
those), and then we had those who, like 
"Daniel," were men of character and · 
caliber. I have the privilege of calling 
some of those guys my friends and 
count myself richer because of it. If one 
desired the comfort of female compan­
ionship one could find it. Matter of fact, 
one of our team members married a 
young lady (in the most honorable 
sense of the word) he met locally. 

Then there is booze. One of our 
team members met the criteria for a 
liquor license, built a bar (a real nice 
one) in the villa and entertained his 
teammates and other guards. Or one 
could go downtown to the major hotels 
and pay real significant amounts of 
money for a libation of choice. 

Lastly, there was much to do in our 
free time (what little there was of it). I 
was part of a small group of cavaliers 
who went snorkeling, scuba diving, and 
tasting the offerings of first-class beach­
side resorts. We toured the national 
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museums and explored the back alleys 
of the old market in search of that 
unique item to send home. We were 
constantly on the watch for something 
new to see and explore and seldom 
were we without something to do. 

I guess it boils down to the moral of 
the boobytrap: just because you don't 
see it doesn't mean it isn't there. 

My regards to "Daniel," wherever 
he is. 

Hank in Killeen 

IF · GI ? ore1gn .. s. 
I came across an issue of SOF maga­

zine early this year through a friend. I 
think it is a very interesting and bold 
magazine. I personally haven't been in 
the military but I admire soldiers and 
the military in general. My dream is to 
serve in the army, even if just briefly. 

Is there any way I can apply for mil­
itary training in the U.S., although I am 
not a U.S. citizen? 

Peterson K. Mwiti 
via e-mail from UK 

Can you put me in contact with 
where I can volunteer to do some mili­
tary service? I have served for a year in 
the British Territorial Army and want 
to travel and get some foreign service 
under my belt. 

Robert Stewart 

Qualified foreign nationals are 
accepted into U.S. military service. You 
have a good chance of getting an over­
seas assignment such as Korea or Bosnia. 
We are not aware of any military which 
accepts foreign nationals for terms as 
short as one year. Suggest you check out 
www.goarmy.com on the web for what 
the Army program presently is. 

Hats Off tD Jim 
Hats off to Jim 

Mitchell, who wrote 
"Con #2" in the 
February 2001 issue. 
This guy hit the nail on 
the head. You hard-as­
nails tough guys at SOF 
ought to go and set at 

that man's knee and learn something. 
There are a few of us out here who 
think and feel the same way. I called 
NRA's Jim Baird (a former Marine) and 

www.sofmag.com • 

he gave me some song and dance about 
how important it is that the NRA be a 
member of the UN - NGO. I told him, "I 
don't think sleeping with the enemy is 
a plan." This Marine will not submit to 
a plan like that. One last question, do 
you tough guys at SOF sit or squat? 

Harley Frisby 
Gold Beach, Oregon 

The point of having the NRA as an 
NGO is not so they can sleep with the 
ene111y, rather that we have a man at the 
enemy'.s table. On your other point, the 
only protocol we have is to never face 
into the wind. 

I Thanks For The Bittersweet 
Memories 

There are things you remember and 
things you'd prefer to forget. Col. Peck 
("Low Plains Drifter," SOF February&: 
March '01) has a writing style and wit 
that make the tough memories come 
alive and yet not hurt. I couldn't help 
but break into smiles as I read the 
February and now the March install­
ments of his article. Bravo! Keep on 
keepin' on. 

john Dellinger 
Tucson, Arizona 

I Kudos tD Kfutt 
I first subscribed to 

SOF primarily because 
I appreciated the arti­
cles by Rob Krott. He's 
a whip-song writer, a 
dedicated reporter 
whose work inspired 
my own pursuit of a 

career in foreign correspondence. 
Krott's recent dispatches from 

Colombia offered finely detailed and 
much needed insight about U.S.-funded 
efforts in that region. His coverage kept 
me well informed, challenging me to 
think critically and seriously about the 
effectiveness of our efforts in that war­
torn country. I appreciate the informa­
tion. Thanks for the articles. 

Joshua Lipton 

I Pirates 
just got back from a sailing trip to 

the northern Moluccas (Sulawesi, 
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Halmahera) and we heard reports of 
pirates in those waters. Never actually 
saw any pirates but we did get a few 
warning shots across our bow when we 
pulled up to a Christian village that had 
been the victim of a low-level jihad a 
few months earlier. I suppose our cata­
maran looked pretty slealthy and the 
round aluminum bowsprit did a pretty 
good imitation of a cannon of some 
sort. Anyway, things turned out all 
right when we explained in our broken 
Bahasa we had come to surf, not shoot. 

A friend of mine said you may have 
run a story on modern-day piracy 
recently. If so, how do I get a copy? If 
not, do you know where I could find 
any first-hand accounts? 

Steve Barilotti 

We ran a three-part 
series on modern-day 
piracy in the March, 
April and May 2000 
issues. Back issues are 
available at $5 each 
from: SOF Bach Issues 
Dept. , 5735 E. 

Arapahoe Ave. #AS, Boulder, CO 80303; 
online at www.sofmag.com or you can 
phone 1-800-800-7630 for credit-card 
orders. 

Mug-abe 
It is with great inter­

est that I follow your 
coverage of the situa­
tion in Zimbabwe. 
Having returned in late 
August from my second 
safari in six years, I can 
only agree with your 

assessment of the situation. Having 
first-hand experience with the so-called 
"war vets," it clearly doesn't take a 
brain surgeon to see that most of these 
stoned punks were not even breast 
feeding by the time the war was over. 
As far as the real war vets are con­
cerned . . . they seem to wish to go 
home, but are rightfully afraid of 
Mugabe and his Presidential Guard. It's 
a crying shame what is happening to 
farmers, wildlife and the natural splen­
dor of this country, not to mention the 
loss of another hunting spot. I only 
wish that Mugabe and some "war vets" 
were along the day my Cape Buffalo 
charged. Crossfire can be a bitch. 

Eric Snyder 
Bellville, Ohio ~ 

Great Men's Gitts & Col ectibles 
sculpture by 

See our entire collection and SHOP ONLINE at 
www. m ichaelgarman. com 
call 1-800-731-3908 for free catalog 

SOF Convention 2000 T-Shirt 
815 
plus $3 
shipping. 

If you missed the 2000 SOF Convention, you 
can still look like you were there with this two­
sided, full-color t-shirt. A hot seller on the 
Convention floor, only a limited number are 
available, in sizes LARGE & X·LARGE ONLY. 
Shirt is 100% cotton with front left chest logo 
and full back art. 
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"""" ITC201 SOF Convention T·Shirt l XL @S15.00 
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CITY: -------- STATE: ZIP: I --, 
PHONE: ______ EMAIL: ------- I 
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Welcome 
To The 
Real World, 
Lieutenant 

~ :; 

"H ev man, I lrnow it's cold and miserable, but we're 
:J 'infantry officers. This is what it's all about. I 

mean, this is as close to a war as you can get right now. Look, 
this is prime infiltration and ambush weather. Tonight we're 
gonna go out, set up our Claymores, and maybe get to kill 
some people," I said. One of my patrol RTOs overheard my 
last comment as he walked up to coordinate radio watch 
with my RTO and said, "Excellent, totally excellent, El-Tee!" 
But my little speech on organized group homicide as a con­
tact sport didn't do much to bolster the spirits or improve 
the decidedly negative attitude of Vinnie. 

Vinnie was the lieutenant (from the l 12lst Infantry bat­
talion) straphanging with my platoon so he could learn to 
run recon and ambush patrols in the Korean DMZ. Vinnie 
just mumbled something else about military intelligence and 
maybe the lack of it in a certain "Buffalo" platoon leader. 

It was June 1986 and U.S. forces still played a small but 
meaningful role in the active defense of the Republic of 
Korea. I was leading platoon-sized patrol base operations in 
the DMZ as an infantry first lieutenant with Alpha Company, 

by Rob Kratt 

1117 Infantry, "The Buffaloes" (since redesignated 5/20th 
Sykes Regulars), I was also leading one of my platoon's three 
patrols because of a shortage of capable and motivated E-5 
promotables and above. It didn't matter that I had two cor­
porals (one a tabbed Ranger right out of the batt) who were 
head and shoulders above most of the company's E-6s. 

The regulation said "E-6 or E-5 (promotable) with a waiv­
er." Once again a company grade officer wasn't permitted to 
make a judgment call based on the intimate lrnowledge of his 
men's abilities. The majority of my platoon was under 20 
years of age. Only my platoon sergeant, who stayed in the 
rear handling beans and bullets, and one of my squad/patrol 
leaders was older than my 23 years. In my platoon I had 14 
18-year-olds and even a couple of 17-year olds fresh from 
Infantry OSUT, Fort Benning, Ga. Oh, yeah. Lucky me. 

By SOP, I inserted my platoon by patrols , usually taking 
the first one in myself. This way we'd insert in three sep­
arate elements. The other two patrols were led by Staff 
Sergeant Dauzat, a very capable "leg" Ranger (you know 
he must've caught hell in the course) and Sergeant (E-5P) 
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{left) The author, commanding Guard Post Collier, a firebase 
500 meters from North Korea. Weapon is an M21 with ART. 
(right) "North Joes" - not exactly happy. But what 
could you expect, living in North Korea? 

Metzger - whom I'd borrowed from another 
platoon. Metzger had actually been an "act-
ing" platoon sergeant, and a damned good one, 
for several months. They would link-up with me 
at our patrol base. From there we'd run day recons 
and night ambush patrols. Since each battalion in 
the 2nd Infantry Division spent only three 
months on the "Z" before another unit rotated up 
we also had to train our replacement patrol leaders. 
The l/2lst Infantry followed us in rotation and on 
one of my last patrols I was to train a second lieu­
tenant from the 112lst and get him certified 
before his unit rotated up north to replace us . The 
trainee patrol leader would straphang on one 
patrol and then "lead" a patrol next time out, while the 
"real" patrol leader held his hand. The last time I'd "certi­
fied" a patrol leader it was Sergeant First Class Rocky 
Simpson, a friend of mine, doing the straphanging. Rocky 
had scored confirmed kills as an E-4 patrol leader on a pre­
vious tour in the ROK over 10 years previously. So it was 
going to be a real walk in the sun, or so we thought, until 
we made contact on our way to secure our ambush posi­
tion. It was an adrenaline-filled and thoroughly fucked-up 
night, playing cat and mouse with a North Korean infiltra­
tor and getting lit up by North Korean searchlights. 

MAY 2001 ~ SOLDIER OF FORTUNE • www.sofmag.com 

Binns And Butt-Bandits 
Vinnie, a West Point graduate, arrived fresh from 

Ranger School to his assignment with the l/2lst Infantry. 
He had straphanged on one uneventful patrol in the usual 
hot, humid 90-degree DMZ weather. Our patrol base for 
Vinnie's certification patrol was a leafy-foliaged hilltop 
equidistant from the "firebases" at Guard Post Collier and 
Guard Post Ouellete rather unimaginatively nicknamed 

Continued on page 87 
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TIRED OF THE SAME OLD THING? 
TRY SOMETHING MODUL:ARlll 
lhe M96 Expeditionary(r) Rifle is 100% Made in Ameriea by Robinson Armament Co. 

If its .smooth shooting reliability doesn't amaze you, its ability to 
transform into a number of different configurations will. 

Simply the most versatile and reli~ble .22·3 autoloader made in the U.S. 

M96 EXPEDITIONARY ( M) RIFlE, C!ARBINE, ANi> T~P FED/ 

Caliber: .223 Rem - · Char,ging Deyice: Non, .. reciP.rncating handle on left side 
Barrel: Quick cha'l_ge ith. muzzle brake. of receiver r / 
Rate of Twist: One turn in 9" 1 ReceiVer Construeti~: 'Hi_gh qualitY stainless Steel 
Feeding Devices: M16 tyRe maga in s & drums Metal Finish: Hard, ~g.n(Wearing, ~aue· Black Finish 

(magazine not mcl~ded) 
1 

1 1 Furniture: Fibre-reinforce,d ·fher.Jnopl~stic 
Fire Control Com~nents? Two stage rigger, proprij!tary design Other features: Bolt ~old '!Pen on last round 
Operating· System: Gas operated, piston driven, with gas adjustmen for complete specs on articular models please 
Bolt Type: Multi-lu ged, rotating, proprie ry see onr website. 

For more information or to contact a dealer near you 
see our website at www.robarm.com or Contact us at: 
• Robinson Armament Co. 
PO Box 16776, Salt Lake City, UT 84116-0776 
Tel: 801-355-0401 Fax: 801-355-0402 
Email zdf@robarm.com 

M96 RIFLE 

Specifications and price Subject 
to Change without Notice. 
©2000 Robinson Armament Co., 
All Rights Reserved 



New Colt® Serrated Blades 
The serrated blade, found only on bread knives or pow­

ered reciprocating household knives a generation ago, has in 
the past decade or so come to the fore, especially for tactical 
knives where some of the commonest materials to be cut are 
cordage and heavy fabric or belting. Since Spyderco popu­
larized the genre, there have been myriad patterns and 
styles, some amazingly good and some less so, but one thing 
they all had in common was that they required a different 
technique (and tools) for sharpening. Some users never get 
the hang of sharpening a serrated blade, and for this reason 

most purveyors of same offer a factory sharpening service. 
Although not a first choice for carving wood, a serrated 

blade can be a fast cutter in other materials , and there are 
two mechanisms at work: First, the points tend to concen­
trate the force against the workpiece, just like even a skin­
ny girl in spike heels can hole a canoe, and the concave radii 
between the points provide a longer cutting surface per 
stroke. The esthetic of a serrated blade probably has sold 
some, as well. 

But, to some, especially older coots, such as this writer, 
who spent the first half of their life learning how to put a 
decent edge on a regular blade, getting around to resharpen 
a serrated blade is an easy chore to put-off. 



Supple lambskin leathe1 in classic bomber-jacket style. Heavy­
duly brass zipper with outside storm flap. Nylon lining with poly­
ester liberfill. Plea1ed bi-swing back. Inside breast pocket. 
Epaulets. Two side entry pockets. Knil culls and waisl band. 
Color: black. 
S·XL S249.95 plus S9.95 S&H per item 

The most popular flying jackel ln the world, supplied by Alpha 
Industries to the U.S. Mililary for ove1 40 years. 100% nylon 
flighl satin outer shell with nylon night lining and polyester 
batting interlining lor warmth. Front closure storm !lap. Knit 
collar, waistband and culls. Combination utility pocket on 
sleeve. Color: Sage, reverses lo International Orange. 

Salin outer shell with inner lining for warmth. Two side entry 

pockets. Knit culls and waist band. Perfect tor spring and fall. 

Color: black. 

S-XL $39.95 plus $7.95 S&H per item 

XXL-XXXL $44.95 plus $7.95 S&H per item 

Optionals: 7" SOF treret and dagger logo on back: S20 
S-XL $79.95 plus $7.95 S&H per item XXL·XXXL $259.95 plus $9.95 S&H per item 

Optionals: 7" SOF treret and dagger logo on back: $25 XXL-XXXL $84.95 plus $7.95 S&H per item 
PersonalizaHon (right chesl. max 15 characters): $5 Optional: Personalization (right chesl. max 15 characters): $5 Persona!izaHon (right chest max 15 characters): SS 

OROEAING INFO Circle Size 

#JK001 M SOF Leather Bomber Jacket S M L XL 

#JK001 M SOF Leather Bomber Jacket XXL XXXL 

#JK002M SOF Flight Jacket S M L XL 

#JK002M SOF Flight Jacket XXL XXL 

#JK003M SOF Satin Jacket S M L XL 

#JK003M SOF Satin Jacket XXL XXXL 

#H001 M SOF CAP 

PERSONALIZATION OPTION: 
Print clearly. One letter per box. 

Maximum 15 characters. 

1111111111111 II I 
No SOF products are manufactured by 

slave labor in China or Burma! 

Circle Quantity 
Embroidery 

Color 

red/green @ 

red/green @ 

red/green @ 

red/green @ 

red/green @ 

red/green @ 

n/a @ 

Price Back Logo Personalization Shipping Total 
(OPTIONAL· (OPTIONAL · EACH 
Circle If Yes) Circle If Yes) 

$249.95 $25.00 $5.00 $9.95 

$259.95 $25.00 $5.00 $9.95 

$7995 n/a $5.00 $7.95 

$84.95 n/a $5.00 $7.95 

$39.95 $20.00 $5.00 S7.95 

$44.95 $20.00 $5.00 

$17.95 n/a n/a 

Send Check/MO/MC/Visa with your 
name, shipping address and phone number to: 

OMEGA GROUP LTD. 
5735 Arapahoe Ave., Ste. A5 

Boulder, CO 80303 



Once again, the continual flow of bright ideas has met 
the tide of new technology and in this case riding the crest 
of the wave is United Cutlery, who under their Colt® logo 
has introduced a line of laser-cut serrated-blade knives , 
which offer advantages of serrations, but may be sharpened 
by any good hand with an Arkansas stone. Unlike scalloped 
serrations, they are laser-cut at a true right angle to the cen­
tral axis of the blade, thus the cutting edge is the same as if 
there were no serrations, and they may be addressed as a 
single plane for sharpening purposes. 

On initial inspection, we wondered if this new patent­
pending serration pattern might not trap strong fibers in 
the notches, but it did not. It cut through Kevlar strap and 
fabric cleanly and about as fast as the scalloped blade we 
tested it against - and it cut and shaved wood much bet­
ter than any scalloped blade we've tested. We'll have to 
study on it a while to figure out the mechanisms at work 
which make this new pattern of serrated blade cut so well, 
but cut it does. And it came back to factory-sharp on a 
waterstone in a flash. 

The Colt® Police Positive® folder we tested features a 3-
3/16 in. drop point blade with handles of 6061-T6 aircraft 
aluminum, attractive and functional impregnated carbon­
fiber grip-panel inserts, and a positive liner lock. The blade 
is bead-blasted, 440 stainless. The laser-cut, CNC milled 
parts on this line of Colt® knives give the impression they 
were built by a watchmaker and not a cutler, but the pretty 
is just a bonus. They are hard-working knives that are good 
to go, well worth your investment. 

look for them at the United Cutlery dealer nearest you 
(and you can find him on their website at: www.unitedcut­
lery.com) . 

Steady Aim Harness 
Precision marksmanship - in long-range hunting or in a 

tactical sense - requires a stable weapons system. When 
possible, the weapon system is composed of the shooter, the 
weapon, and whatever is available as a steady rest. The weak 
link in this triad is the shooter. Assuming a weapon with 
appropriate accuracy potential, the next weakest link is the 
steady rest, whether it be crossed sticks, sandbags, shooting 
bench, bipods or taking advantage of a natural feature such 
as the fork of a tree or hummock. 

Two generations ago, crossed sticks were the aid of 
choice for muzzle-heavy buffalo rifles or other long-range 
field guns. A generation ago, the best available aid for a 
steady shot was either sitting or prone with the proper use 
of a sling. Just before WWII, heavy but usable bipods 
appeared that helped stabilize rifle-caliber automatic 

Continued on page 90 

If you want the BEST Value in Night Vision Systems ... 
Call for our Free catalog! 

The BEST Riflescope. The 4X 
RAPTOR has 1,500 yard 
detection with a quarter moon! 

The World's Largest 
Stocking Distributor of 
Night Vision Devices 
for over 23 Years! The BEST Pocketscope. The 

American Eagle can be hand-held, 
head- or camera-mounted. The Model 
603U can identify a person at 200 
yards unaided on the darkest night! 

Distributor of the Highest Quality Night Vision Systems in the World! 

PO Box400 1 -800-797 -2849 
Fogelsville, PA 18051-0400 FAX 610-391-9220 
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The BEST Single Tube Goggle. 
The GEN lll 1700-4U can be 
used to see people moving at 
1,000 yards in starlight. 

~High-Performing GEN II & 
GEN Ill Systems 

.q,umited 2-Year Warranty on 
All Night Vision Systems! 

~Data Record Sheets Provided 
with ALL New Systems! 

·$-Visit our website or call for 
equipment specifications & 
warranty details. 

www.n ightvis.com 
xcalibur@ptdprolog.net 
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Tactics: New Or Old? 
In the firearms community there is an intense interest in 

tactics and their application to conflicts. As a student 
of tactics I am constantly reviewing, reading and con­

templating the application of firearms and tactics as well as 
teaching them to students new and old here at Thunder Ranch. 
There is always the pursuit of or the interest in the "new" 
technique or the new technology of tactics and firearms. As 
new people, new gun owners, new tacticians and students 
come into the fray the pursuit of knowledge continues. 

In all the pursuit, which is, of course, for the good of the 
order, it is in my opinion not always bad to cast a glance over 
our shoulder into the past. What principles, concepts and 
guidelines did the tacticians of the past apply to their time 
and their conflict? Since most of you reading this have at least 
a moderate interest in firearms and tactics, I thought you 
might enjoy glancing back with me to a time gone by and see 
how current principles and doctrine compare to some of the 
concepts of the past. Could the current concepts have roots in 
the past? Could concepts of, say, 240 years ago apply today? I 
have listed some 19 standing orders from a tactician of 240 
years ago. let's see how they hold up to today's standard. 

Don't forget nothing. 
Sounds good to me! let's see, I have my pistol and spare 

ammunition. I remembered my flashlight, cell phone, folding 
knife and common sense. If I were in the military I would 
have with me my helmet, body armor, rifle, spare ammuni­
tion, radio and a spare and extra spare battery. 

Have your musket clean as a whistle, hatchet scoured, 60 
rounds powder and ball and be ready to march at a minute's 
warning. 

I think the concept was to have a clean, functional and 
reliable firearm to fight with - couldn't fault that. Since we 
don't always know what the fight will be or where, and since 
most fights aren't what we think they are going to be (e.g., 
Waco, FBI Miami, North Hollywood). I guess we should have 
as much ammunition as is possible to carry. Conflicts appar­
ently past and present don't happen when, where or how we 
thought they would. What was that military axiom? "All 
plans go to crap when they make contact." 

When you're on the march, act the way you would if you was 
sneaking up on a deer. See the enemy first. 

Ever sneak up on a deer? Or better yet, how many deer did 
you see on your last stroll through the woods compared to 
how many deer saw you? I don't know a SWAT officer alive 
who wouldn't like to find the bad guy first before he 
finds/sees the SWAT officer in a building search. This could 

Could current concepts have roots in the past? Could concepts of, 
say, 240 years ago apply today? I have listed some 19 standing 
orders from a tactician of 240 years ago. Let's see how they hold 
up to today's standard. 

also address an area currently called "mental and physical 
awareness." Most are familiar with john D. ''.Jeff' Cooper's 
Marine Corps modified Color Code of Mental Awareness. 

Tell the truth about what you see and what you do. There is 
an anny depending on us for correct information. You can lie all 
you please when you tell other folks about the rangers, but don't 
never lie to a Ranger or Officer. 

There are a couple of real subtle things here. I have a 
friend who was a senior NCO in Marine Reconnaissance for 
three tours in Vietnam. When I asked him what he thought 
his people were least effective in doing, he said, "providing 
correct information about what they saw." let's see, a recon 
unit that can't articulate what they saw? "Don't lie" is one of 
my standard-issue statements given to new students or any 
student who is involved in a confrontation. You know it won't 
come to any good in the end. It will be especially bad when 
it comes to the Grand jury. 

Don't never take a chance you don't have to. 
Why stop a car at a traffic stop without a backup if you 

"don't like it?" Why leave the security of your home safe 
room to clear your house? Why cross the open ground when 
an extra few minutes allow us to move in the concealment of 
the treeline? Are there exceptions to the above? You bet. Are 
they dangerous to your personal safety? Probably. 

When we're on the march, we march single file, far enough 
apart so one shot can't go through two men. 
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DON'T BUY KALASHNI C R A P 111 
We've got the finest Kalashnikov Rifles Available!!! 

Introducing the "VEPRTM 1111 series in three popular Calibers. 
Unlike other Kalashnikov based rifles being ·ottered, the VEPR™ II series is made from 100% newly 
manufactured components. The VEPRTfV! II ser"es retains the quality, accuracy, and reliabil ity of our 
standard VEPRT~ rifle with the added comfort of an ergonomic buttstock, pistol grip, and handguard 

"v designed and made in the , ..£,. r /-
V EP R II /1SPE~IFICATIONS--,----~ ----

\ I J #" 

Semiauto Action: Kalashnikov, Gas Operated, Rotating Bolt Feeding Devices: .2?3 and 7 ;.62x39mm Models will Accept 
Receiver: RPK Typ with Extra Reinforcement High Ca[lacity 
Calibers: .223 Rem., 7.62x39mm, a~CI .3~ Magazines=:-3fiBModel Will Ac~pt 5and10 Ropnd Magazines. 
Barrel Length: 20.5" (520mm) Long ammer-Forged, FurnHure: Injection Molded ~yfon with Glass Fiber Reinforcement 
and Chrome-Lined Scope Mounting: Scope Mounti.ng Br~cket on Left Side of receiver. 
Overall Length: 39.75" (1000mm.) Scope Mount Not Incl. 
Weight: 9.0 lbs. (4082 grams) 

VEPR II 7.62x39MM 

For more information or to contact a dealer near you 
see our website at www.robarm.com or Contact us at: 
1J Robinson Armament Co. 
PO Box 16776, Salt Lake City, UT 84116-0776 
Tel: 801-355-0401 Fax: 801-355-0402 
Email zdf@robarm.com 

Made in Russia by -@- Mnlm; makers of the 
VEPR™ rifles. 
Specifications and price Subject to Change 
without Notice. 
©2000 Robinson Armament Co., 
All Rights Reserved 
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Travel 
Mug 

This stylish Travel Mug 
keeps your favorite 

beverages hot or cold. 
Holds 18 ounces. Perfect 
for road trips, camping, 
hunting, or around the 

house. High-quality Aladdin 
mug in granite color with 

black drink-through lid and 
imprint in black and red. 

$10 plws $3 shippin§ 

ALLOW 4-6 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY 

Quantity Price Sub Total 

@ $10.00 

Shipping & Handling: $3 /1st item; $1 each add'I item. 
Sales tax may apply. TOTAL 

PHONE: EMAIL: _______ _ 

SEND Check/MO/MCNisa To: OMEGA GROUP LTO . 
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let's see the old "one grenade will 
get you all' concept. With the advent of 
"flooding" techniques when we fill the 
room we also provide lots of targets in 
depth for our opponents. So no SWAT 
troops get uptight we also provide a 
strong base of potential return fire by 
"flooding." It could work in two direc­
tions. In a street fight don't step in front 
of other family members to protect 
them. I have seen a lot of projectiles go 
through the initial target; no sense in 
having two hit when you can limit it to 
one or even better yet, why don't you 
use protective cover. 

If we strike swamps, or soft ground, 
we spread out abreast, so it's hard to 
track us. 

The art of tracking is for the most 
part lost to contemporary society. This 
has mostly a military application. Tread 
lightly on the ground and act like some­
one is following you. Remember your 
target indicators and don't project them 
to your opponent. 

When we march, we keep moving 
until dark, so as to give the enemy the 
least possible chance at us. 

In a contemporary sense this basi­
cally addresses reducing exposure time 
to potential threats. Where did I park 
my car at the mall? Do I have my keys 
in my hand as I approach the vehicle? 
This could be taken so far as to trim­
ming hedges around your home, out­
door lighting and power garage doors 
to reduce outside exposure upon your 
arrival home. Our friend of 140 years 
ago realized that to minimize his expo­
sure to potential threats he needed to 
keep moving. A moving target (targets) 
is (are) harder to hit in both the marks­
manship category, and in the ambush 
mode. We all know we "can be had" -
let's not make it easy! 

When we camp, half the party stays 
awake while the other half sleeps. 

Any prior serviceman, especially 
any 11 Bravo or 0311 , will get the mes­
sage here right away. Somebody's got to 
be watching the "pot boil" or looking 
for bad guys. The middle watches and 
the dark time before dawn are the hard­
est, but they can be the busiest too! 
This whole thing simply promotes the 
team concept, two to a foxhole, two­
man squad cars and a counterpart or 
spouse who can shoot, fight and con­
tribute to the good of the team. 

If we take prisoners, we keep 'em sep­
arated till we have had time to examine 
them, so they can't cook up a story 
between 'em. 

Continued on page 71 
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by Bill Bagwell 

Winning Tuctics 
T he last place on earth that you or I 

or anyone else wants to find himself 
is in a real, honest-to-God knife 

fight. Trust me on this one. But let's just 
say that things have gotten way out of 
hand, and you are up against it with no 
way out and its you or him, blade to 
blade. Your life or the lives of you and 
your loved ones are at stake. What are 
your options? Are there any rules? 

Hell's Belle from Ontario Knife company. 
Cold Steel offers its Trailmaster Bowie 
with either a stag or Kraton handle, and it 
has proven itself to be a solid and reliable 
performer over the years . The Gamblers 
Bowie from Ontario knife Company also 
merits serious consideration as a fighting 
Bowie, and while it is a little smaller and 
lighter than I personally prefer in a fight­
ing knife, there is no denying its laser 
quickness. If you are serious about using 
a knife as a frontline weapon, these are 
the best commercial options currently 
available, and you should check them 
out, select the one that suits you best, 
and then carry it on a regular basis. 

You actually have two options, one goal, 
and one applicable rule. Option one is to 
fight, but fight stupidly and die. Option 
two is to fight , but fight intelligently and 
live to see another day. Assuming that you 
choose option two and elect to fight intel­
ligently, you must then totally and com­
pletely embrace and understand the one 
and only goal in knifefighting: You must 
get out of the fight alive. This is the first 
goal, the only goal, and nothing else mat­
ters. At the end of the day, you are still 
standing and breathing. To accomplish this 

Author demonstrates proper stance for 
right-handed person. Blade length on 
this Bowie is 12''1 inches. 

Now that you have equipped yourself 
with a lifesaving blade, how do you 
deploy it? What is the secret that lets you 
cut your opponent without his being able 
to cut you? To keep from getting cut, you 
must stay out of range of your opponent. 

goal you must follow one simple rule, a rule so simple and 
obvious that nearly everyone - martial artists included -
forgets it, neglects it, or just overlooks it. That rule is simply 
this: Cut the other guy, but don't get cut yourself! 

Think about it. If he can't cut you, he can't hurt you. If, on 
the other hand, you can reach and cut him without him cutting 
you, then you have a crucial tactical advantage over your oppo­
nent. This advantage is achieved by a twofold approach. The 
first part of the approach is the mental aspect wherein you 
have generated the will to get out of the fight alive without get­
ting cut. Summoning the will to face a live blade in the hands 
of an adversary is a difficult but essential component of sur­
viving a knife fight, and is not something to be taken lightly. 

The second part of the approach is to have superior equip­
ment and deploy it correctly. As has been stated before, there 
is a big difference between a fighting knife and a lmife you 
can fight with. If you have a fighting Bowie knife in your 
hand, you have a lifesaving advantage over an opponent who 
may be using another style oflmife. You will want a knife that 
has a blade at least 9 1/2 inches in length, and 11 or 11 1/2 
inches is even better - if the knife is properly balanced and 
you can move it properly. The most narrowly focused fight­
ing Bowie that is currently commercially manufactured is the 

It really is as simple as that. Don't be 
dumb enough to get so close to him that he can grab you. If 
he can touch you with his hand, he can touch you with his 
blade. 

The most effective system ever developed for staying out of 
hann's way while cutting your opponent at the same time 
involves the avoidance principles of fencing as practiced in 
Europe. Duels between gentlemen were affairs of honor, and 
both lives and reputations lay in the balance at the conclusion 
of such an engagement. While a large number of these duels 
were fights to the death, many were simply fought until one 
of the combatants drew the blood of the other. Thus the prin­
ciple of first blood gave rise to the very real need for a system 
of strategies and tactics that let one man cut another with his 
blade while staying untouched himself. 

The European dueling code and methodology actually 
developed along lines of gentlemanly conduct and behavior, 
and the best scientific and practical minds of the period were 
brought to bear on the problem. The culmination of this 
effort was a superior, highly sophisticated method of stealing 
reach and distance from your opponent. This quickly result­
ed in the development of a group of highly skilled blade prac-

Continued on page 85 
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lh0Dlin11 R1Joadin11 Think BIUON 
AT 500 SQUARE DEAL 'B' Bl 5508 Kl 850 Bl 1050 SL 900 

Please Note: All loading machines 
are pictured with optional accessories. 

Strong Mounts: a New Level of Excellence! 
Increase the stab ility of 1 

your reload ing bench 
w ith Dill on's Strong 
Mount s. A ll mounts 
come w ilh all the fas­
ten e rs necessa ry lo 
mount your machine. 
SOB A23-22223 $49.9S 
550 A23-22051 33.95 
650 A23-22051 27.95 

This all-metal stand pro- IT""!l;;ii~V!iii!illr----1 
vides a place lo store your 
cal iber conversions. Ava il­
ab le indi vi du all y o r i n 
packages of three. Comes 
packaged w ith data labels. 
Each A23-22055 $10.95 

Three or more, $9.86 each 

Roi/el' Handle lits KL 650, RL 550B & AT 500 

ff 
This Accessory Roller Hand le grea t­
ly redu ces fa 11 gue duri ng long 

r 
reload ing sess ions and makes primer 
sea ling eas ier Adding thi s handle 
and a sel of Strong Mounts 10 your 
machine dup li ca tes the fee l of a 

" class ic $3000 Dillon RL 10001 

Plastic Roller A23-22183 $25.95 
Alum mum Roller A23-17950 31 95 

Bullet Trays Designed for Economy of Motion 
Works on the Square Dea l 'B,' 
the RL 550B and the XL 650 
w hen equipped w i th Stro ng 
Mou nts, and a separate kit is 
available for the RL 1 OSO. 
Tray Kil A23-22214 $27.95 
RL 1050 Kil A23 -2221 5 27.95 

Travel With Dillon's Versatile Range Bag 

Dillon's Bl 5508 Reloading Machine 
More RL 550s have been sold than any other progressive 
machine in the world . And for good reason: The RL 
550B's versatility is almosl unlimited. It w ill load over 
120 different rifle and pi stol calibers. 

Dillon's Reloading Die Sets: 
Designed Specifically 

/OP Progressive Reloading 
Dillon Carbide Pisto l Dies (Three-Die Sets) 
.380 Au to A23- 14401 
9mm A23- 14406 
.38 Super A23- 14399 
.38/.357 A23- 14400 
1 Omm/.40 5&W A23- 14398 
.4 1 M ag. A23- 14402 
.44 Sp l./Mag. A23- 14403 
.45 ACP A23-14404 

• 

Designed for shooters by shoot­
ers, D illon's is the bes t range 
bag ava ilable. Big eno ugh fo r 
all your gear, yet easy to carry. 
And when you're not using it 
on the range, ii- makes a grea t 
carry-on !rave l bag. 

, .45 Co lt A23- 14405 

$49.95 
49.95 
49.95 
49.95 
49.95 
49.95 
49.95 
49.95 
49.95 

9x25 Dill on A23- 1460 1 
.357 SIG A23-22083 
Dillon Rifle Dies (Three-Die Sets) 
.223 Remington A23-10839 
.270 Winchester A23-22013 

Dillon Range Bag, Blue A23-14388 $69.95 .308 Winchester A23- l 5574 
Dillon Range Bag, Black A23-16509 69.95 .30-06 Springfield A23-10840 
Range Bag, Hunler Green A23-1 7962 69.95 7.62x39 A23-2 1681 
Range Bag, Burgundy A23-17963 69.95 .30-30 Winchester A23-2 1989 

To Order: S00-223-4570 

103.95 
103.95 

$49.95 
49.95 
49.95 
49 .95 
49.95 
49.95 

Free Catalog £Stock #A23-14690J: 800-762-3844 
E-Mail: dillon@dillonprecision.com 
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Dillon's NEW RPI Electronic Hearing PPotectol' 
D ill on 's HP1 Electroni c H ea rin g 
Protecto r ampli f ies wea k sou nds 
while at the same time blocking out 
loud, harmful no ise. Dur ing loud 
noises the HPl maintains a comfort­
ab le leve l of sound transmi ss ion . 
NRR 21 protection rating. 
HPl , Blue A23-1 0157 $135.00 
HPl , Black A23-101 56 135.00 

Save $15 on Dillon's Case Prep Package Deal 
A $137 .9S va lue if pu rchased sep­
arate ly - fo r o nl y $122.95 from 
Dill o n Precisio n. The Package 
Dea l includes: CV-500 Cartridge 

- Case C lea ne r, CM- 500 Case/ 
M edia Separator, 8-oz. bottle of 
Rapid Po li sh 290, and 10 l bs. 
Corn Cob Po lishing media. 

c_ ____ __, Case Prep Pkg. A23-22081 $122.95 

'Dillon leather' Means 'Practical Holsters' 
Dillon Prec ision offers an affordable line 
of handgun lea th er w ith seven ho lster 
sty les th at fit most popu lar ca rry guns. 
Ma gaz in e pou c hes, revo lve r 
ammo pouches and gunbelts 
are also ava il ab le. The hol-

l 
ster fea tured here is our 
C. Y. A ., a small -of-the­
back sty le concea led 
ca rry ho lster. 

Accu rate to w ith in 0.1 gra in/ 
0.0 1 gram , 1200 grain/75 gram 
capac ity, uses o ne 9-vo lt battery 
and co mes wi th its own AC 
adapter. D ill on a lso offers a pre­

L_ _ _:!!l!~:..__J c isio n balance beam sca le. 
"D-Terminalor" Electronic Sca le A23-1368 1 $166.95 
"E limi nator" Ba lance Beam Sca le A23- 13480 48.95 

Dillon's Own Cowboy Action Shooting Book 
Th e f ir st "coffee-tab le" 
book about the fast-grow­
i n g sport of Cowboy 
Act ion Shoo tin g, wr itten 
by Gary Ki eft , w ith pho­
tos by Nyle Lea tham, and 
published by Dillon Pre­
c i si o n . Thi s 160-page, 
case- bound ma sterpi ece 
is abso lute ly bea uti fu l. Order your copy today! 
Beyond the Wild Bunch A23-10699 $29.95 

lion 
rec1s1on 

Products, Inc. 

8009 E. Dillon's Way 
Scottsdale, AZ 85260 
480-948-8009 
FAX 480-998-2786 
www.dillonprecision.com 
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Back To Bagdhad: U.S. and British aircraft hit five command and control sites, just south of Baghdad. 
Iraq says two civilians were killed and 20 wounded . There were no friendly shootdowns. • Hiding Bui 
Not Forgotten: CIA Director Tenet says that Usama bin Laden is most immediate threat to America's 
overseas interests - and also to U.S. territory. Up to $5M is being offered for information leading to 
bin Laden's apprehension. Ex-senators Hart and Rudman say that myth of U.S. invulnerability will be 
smashed. America is already target of one-third of global terrorist incidents. • Pardon Us, Please? 
Before jelling off to New York, Clinton tossed out 141, or so, pardons, 12% of which relate to cocaine. 
• Slow Wheels Of Justice: DNA samples being tested at U.S. Armed Forces Institute of Pathology in 
landmark case of Dr. Jeffrey MacDonald, former Special Forces captain. Amplification of DNA materi­
al seems to be hold-up since testing began back in December. According to many legal and forensic 
authorities, case has "botched" written all over it ... and then there's the matter of suppressed evidence 
not made available to defense during the 1979 trial.• Chinagate Still A "Go": FBI Director Freeh has 
no plans to alter his 1998 recommendation to thoroughly investigate Clinton-Gore money scandal. 

AZERBAIJAN/ARMENIA 
Joining The Party: Admitted to the Council of 
Europe on 25 January, despite continuing hostility 
over predominantly Armenian enclave of Nagorny 
Karabakh , which is inside Azeri territory. Continued 
access to Azerbaijan and its capital , Baku, remain 
near top of Western wish lists as oil boom continues. 

AFGHANISTAN 
Good Weather - Bad Blood: 
Mild winter fans flames of com­
bat as Taliban and Northern 
Alliance again square-off. Early 
spring offensive is forecast. 
Pakistan may continue support 
of Taliban while Russia might 
cast its lot with the NA. CHILE 

Regional Arms Race Catalyst? USG 
and Lockheed Martin's plan to sell 
12 F-16s to Chile faces uphill P.R. 
battle. Reduction in regional military 
rivalries, however, might reduce fric­
tion and allow sale to proceed. 

RUSSIA 
Good Credit: European Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development 
will invest in joint venture (largest 
in Russian auto history) between 
AO AvtoVAZ and General Motors. • 
Chechnya Quagmire: Russian 
troops still face tough opposition in 
renegade province. No end in sight. 

Backfire? Anti-Terrorism 
Act, to become law on 19 
Feb., could provoke ter­
rorism in Islamic nations, 
where Britain's presence 
is largely resented. 

!!'!!'!"!~!lll"ii" 

Back To Yesteryear? 
Eyeing huge quantities of 
high-grade oil , it seems 
unlikely that the West wil l 
wish to further pursue 
involvement of Moammar 
Khadafy in more acts of 
international terrorism. __ ,.... 



MEXICO 
Bounties, Bounties Everywhere: U.S. Border Patrol officers, DEA 
agents and other personnel are being targeted by Mexico-based 
drug cartels with bounties going as high as $200k. More than 500 
violent assaults have occurred so far this year. • Illegal Aliens: 
Thousands still flood across 2,200 mile border with U.S. with drugs 
an increasing factor. Rumors of Cuban and Chinese operators sur­
face as terrorist strikes into U.S. become burgeoning concern. 

COLOMBIA 

President K~~~;~:~~ ~~t~~p~:lk:~ lllJJ-,,.i"."i.-"'''! ECUADOR 
restart peace talks by journeying into 
G-held territory. Since government 
and guerrillas are fighting to stand­
off, Pastrana may dangle land con­
cessions to get talks moving. U.S. 
officials and many from government 
are against such enticements. 

~~___.\ 

Still Waiting: Gs still hold six oil com­
pany execs but have downsized their 
ransom demand to $13M from $80M. 
One hostage has thus far been execut­
ed. Petrol giants believe paying-off 
kidnappers invites further extortion. 

ALBANIA 
Wag The Dog For Real? 
Kosovar Albanian mili­
tants seemingly fail to 
disrupt relations between 
Belgrade and KFOR. 
Power struggle inside 
Albania might find Usama 
bin Laden in the mix. U.S. 
forces seem to be stuck 
for the long haul. 

......... "!'-'"""' 

Making Its Move: Because 
of internal security con­
cerns. Luanda's political 
and military alliances 
makes it definite player in 
southern Africa. 

THAILAND 
Down To The Sea In Ships: Thailand and 
Malaysia to conduct joint naval exercises 
during 2001 . Thailand, however, to cut back 
on Cobra Gold excercises with U.S. due to 
financial reasons. Stronger ties between 
these two might force U.S. to strengthen 
bonds with the Philippines and Singapore. 



Zambia Anti-Poaching Patrols 

Although poaching is a continuing problem in Zambia, it is 
exacerbated during the off season with most bush camps being 
closed and with no tourism or camp management in the various 
areas. Couple this with the fact that no National Parks Officers 
are doing anti-poaching, the camps/lodges in the Mfuwe area 
have decided to initiate a self-help project to help stem the 
poaching tide. The project receives voluntary financial support 
through monthly contributions from the lodges/camps in and 
around South Luangwa National Park. The funds support the 
Honorary Rangers R.A.T.S. (Rapid Action Team). 

According to the Zambian Wildlife Act, an Honorary 
Ranger is "A volunteer law enforcement officer of the 
National Parks and Wildlife Service. He is empowered under 
the act to enforce the law with the same powers as any full­
time Wildlife Police Officer." As of late November 2000, the 
RATS number 22 men, made up of ex-Wildlife Police Officers 
and ex-Escort Scouts. The RATS area of operation includes 
South Luangwa National Park and the surrounding GMA's 
(Game Management Area). The anti-poaching activities 
include: a series of seven- to 15-day patrols in the National 
Park and GMA's, daily anti-snare patrols, checks and control 
of all fishing camps and fishermen, snap roadblocks, 24-hour 
guard duty of captured suspects and a network of informers. 

In addition to the anti-poaching effort, an educational pro­
gram within area schools, using local guides, is structured to 
create awareness with the students for the wildlife. Results 
and recoveries so far include: 116 arrests, three rifles, two 
automatic assault weapons, 72 muzzle-loading rifles, 15 shot­
guns, 52 pieces of ivory, 23 animal carcasses, 500 kilograms 
of dried meat (various animals), 470 wire snares, 38 fishing 
nets and four vehicles (one Land Rover, one Toyota Hilux, 
one Isuzu and one Toyota Land Cruiser). 

In addition to the funds contributed by the camps/lodges, 
the RATS are in need of various pieces of equipment. Right 

now I am the point of contact for collecting equipment and 
shipping it to the RATS. Needed items include: 
uniforms/overalls, rain gear/ponchos, backpacks, hats, can­
teens/water bottles, two/three-man tents and flashlights. 
Clothing and equipment needs to be khaki, green, brown or 
black - no camouflage. 

Donations may be coordinated at the following points of 
contact: Mike McPike/Global Adventures, 8762 S. Mourning 
Dove Lane, Highlands Ranch, CO 80126; phone: 303-791-
9959; http://www.globaladventures.com . 

Cross-Border Run VI 
If you ride, you don't want to miss this year's cross-border 

run in honor of the many thousands of our Canadian broth­
ers who served, died and never returned from Vietnam. The 
venues are Kahnawake and Melocheville, Quebec, the dates 
13-14 July. Contact person is Dominic: phone/fax: 514-739-
623 7; e-mail rovend@attcanada.ca . Further details on their 
web site: www.attcanada.ca/-rovendNietnam.html. 

Japanese Junior Airgun Team Busted 
Japan has long been the case study in draconian firearms 

laws - but Canadian Customs has done them one better: 
Canada Customs officials at Lester B. Pearson International 
Airport detained the Japanese Junior Airgun Team and seized 
their airguns on 30 January, saying they were trying to deter­
mine if the airguns should be considered "firearms" under C-
68, the recently enacted Canadian Firearms Act, and if so, 
whether or not Temporary Firearms [sic] Licenses can be 
issued to the junior competitors - since they are all minors. 

The team was traveling to compete at the annual Crossman 
International Airgun Grand Prix, hosted in Toronto this year 
by the Canadian Shooting Sports Association. CILA Executive 
Director Tony Bernardo, commenting on the controversial new 
gun law, said, "This is exactly the kind of nonsense we have 
repeatedly warned about. These kids are not a threat to 
Canadian society. These future Olympic competitors will 
hardly be doing drive-bys in Toronto with their $3,000 com­
petition pellet guns, but they'll sure remember this if 
Toronto succeeds in getting its Olympic bid." 

Combat Veterans Get-Together 
The Combat Veterans Association (Box 185, Satsuma, AL 

36572-0185; phone: 334-675-0488) is sponsoring an open 
rendezvous ("open" means everyone: campers, RVers, Bikers, 
etc.) near Mobile, Ala., from Thursday 26 July 2001, through 
Sunday 29 July. Planned events include tours to Battleship 
Park (site of 'Barna VN Vets Memorial, berth of Battleship 
Alabama, home of Calamity Jane - B52 that flew many mis-
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#231 JltNUARY 91 
WEAPONS: return of the BAR; AIRCRAFT: T&E 
of Longbow Apache; BATF: rogues' gallery of 
lying supervisors and agents; VIETNAM WAR: 
declassified secrets of SOG's legendary Mad 
Oog; IRAQ: Saddam's war against Kurds; 

L-i~:n~• BURMA: !raining Karen snipers. 

#232 FEBRUARY 91 
ELITE UNITS: SOF spies on Della Force training 
in Houston; NORTHERN IRELAND: does peace 
have a future? BOSNIA: NATO air power; 
AFGHANISTAN: alliance against Taliban faction; 
SOUTHEAST ASIA: SOF on lhe ground with Bo 
Mya in Burma 

#233 MARCH 91 
ANALYSIS: hostage rescue disaster in Iran; 
DOMESTIC AFFAIRS: exclusive report on Gulf 
War Syndrome; how firearms dealers can survive 
Gun Gestapo bullying; SOUTHEAST ASIA: 
H'mong light genocide in Laos; TRAINING: 

'" Thunder Ranch - bool camp for precision 
shoolers. 

#234 APRIL 91 
BATF: double standard for race relations; 
WEAPONS: South Africa's new 20mm sniper 
rifle; TRAINING: gunlighler school run by for­
mer SEALS; SOUTHEAST ASIA: Khmer Rouge 
genocide in Cambodia; MIDDLE EAST: mosl 
hazardous AO in Israeli mililary. 

('ji\!f \\0)#235 MAY 91 

#236 JUNE 91 <Srl!riRIU) 

#231 JULY91 
AFRICA: mayhem. mysticism and misery in 
Uganda; MIDDLE EAST: lerrorism in Damascus; 
PHILIPPINES: government and Moro rebels 
unite to defeat Muslim faction; BATF: Congress 
grounds ATF air force; MEDIA: former SEAL 
Harry Humphries helps Hollywood get it right. 

#238 AUGUST 91 
EL SALVADOR: Zona Rosa massacre update; 
police and military battle drug thugs; MIDDLE 
EAST: anatomy of a Mossad assassinalion; 
WEAPONS: Russia's secret battle rifle; Kain's 
semiauto pistols; RUSSIA: downsizing mi litary 
hils hard. 

#239 SEPTEMBER 91 
KOREA: SOF on DMZ; WEAPONS: RPG-7; new 
South African Vektor 40mm AGL; VICARIOUS 
THRILLS: flying wi lh USAF Thunderbirds; 
MERCS: European "advisers" in Zaire; !NOONE· 
SIA: civic action or occupalion in East Timar? 

#240 OCTOBER 91 
EXPANDED ANNIVERSARY ISSUE! MEDIA: 
behind lhe scenes at Soldier of Fortune, Inc. TV 
series; KNIVES: training with Bowies; VIETNAM: 
did Soviets grab U.S. pilots? PERU: dramatic res­
cue at Japanese Ambassador's Residence; RUS· 
SIA: SOF inside military training base; 
WEAPONS: Walthers into lhe 21st century. 

#242 DECEMBER 91 
ELITE UNITS: interview with SEAL founder Roy 
Boehm; SEAL Team 2 in Tel Olfensive; GERMANY: 
elite operators of GSG-9; WEAPONS: H&K modi­
fies USSOCOM .45 ACP handgun; DOMESTIC 
AFFAIRS: scientists at Aberdeen use supercom­
puter to calculate data for Iraq's missiles. 

#243 JANUARY 98 
TERRORISM: Mossad plays deadly phone tag with 
Hamas; Colombian army battles narco-lerrorisls; TRAIN· 
ING: shooting in the shadows al Thunder Ranch; RUS· 
SIA: on the street with Moscow's OMON troops; VIET· 
NAM: Seal Team Two vs. Viel Cong; ATF: goes lo Africa 

ELITE UNITS: French Army's 2nd REP parachute regi­
ment; WEAPONS: Steyr Scout Rifle; DOMESTIC 
AFFAIRS: FBI searches for Chinese spies at Aberdeen 
Proving Ground; AFRICA: clearing land mines in South 
Alrica; tribal warriors light for democracy in Sierra Leone 

#245 MARCH 98 
CHINA: new rebellion against communists; EASTERN 
EUROPE: CIA vs. FBI lurl wars; WEAPONS: Veklor's 
CR21 bullpup; merc's mulfi-lools; AFRICA: separatist Gs 
in Angola; TERRORISM: how Iraq almost - and may yet 
- build the bomb ~~il.\lml 

#246 APRIL 98 
AFRICA: American black ops; WEAPONS: happy 50lh 
birthday to the AK; Krmber's neoclassic .45; MIDDLE 
EAST: Hebron's Apache platoon; "Bal kanizat ion" of 
Lebanon; TACTICS: sn iping in the year 2000 

#241 MAY98 
DOMESTIC AFFAIRS: discrimination in BATF; 
IRAQ: Saddam's chem/bio threat; TRAINING: grad _ 
school for snipers; BOSNIA: U.S. vets whip Croats 
into shape; WEAPONS: Chandler Sniper Rifle; 
SpecOps' "Doom" Buggy 

#248JUNE98 
MIDDLE EAST: U.S. troops on Kuwail-lraq border; 
DOMESTIC AFFAIRS: ATF and IRS bust another 
law-abid ing gun dealer; SOF al U.S. Army's pre­
mier heavy-force training site; INVASION?: 
German air force in New Mexico; ENDLESS 
WARS: Tal iban vs. mui in Afghanistan 

#249JULY98 
ELITE UNITS: Royal Jordanian Special Forces; 
DOMESTIC AFFAIRS: Clinton's end-run gun ban; 
WEAPONS: Mossberg M9200A 1 shotgun; 
Russia's Saiga-12 semiaulo 12-gauge shotgun; 
COLOMBIA: coke-buslin' Broncos; KOSOVO: 
Albania's Ruby Ridge; .,...,...""'-L.OJ ., __ .,.. 

#251 SEPTEMBER 98 
RUSSIA: inside renaissance mil itias; PHILIP· 
PINES: Mindanao mel tdown; TERRORISM: 

~~~~iT1g A~i~1R~:sGs~i~~o!~rr~i~~ ~~r;~~;'. 1 

valionisl in Hawaii; MEDIA: blasting CNN/Times 
Tailwind story """"""""'"-" 

#252 OCTOBER 98 
TERRORISM: Iran's terror exports; KNIVES: 
Gurkha ku[ r/ · m· AFRICA: guer­
ril las in ) 1 I ' 1 I r I t generation of 
nlghi-VISI .. -• I 0 • I on >efender; debUI Qf 
expanded product review section; CHINA: has next 
Cold War started? 

#253 NOUEMBER 98 
VIETNAM: /rue story of Operation Tailwind; RUS· 
SIA: SOF goes on bust with tax cops; ALBANIA: 
smuggl ing small arms info Kosovo - SOFs eye­
witness report; VETERANS AFFAIRS: one man 
exposes more than 1,000 phony vets [AlllfillfjjSil 

#254 DECEMBER 98 
COLOMBIA: profile of director general of 
Colombian National Police; TERRORISM: target­
ing Sudan and bin Laden; MERCENARIES: free­
lancers in Angola and the Congo; MEDIA: techni­
cal blunders in Saving Private Ryan 
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sions over North Vietnam), flyover by Blue Angels, skydiving 
demo, excursions to "The Boats" at Biloxi plus attendance of 
notables and war heroes. Evenings are left mostly open for 
campfires and camaraderie, good food and drink and renew­
ing or making friendships. Additional details at their web­
site: www.Vietnamvets.Homestead.Coml"> Vietnam Veterans 
Rendezvous 2001 . 

AG: "Citizens Have a Right ... " 
In a breath of political fresh air and Constitutional revival, 

newly confirmed U.S. Attorney General]ohn Ashcroft noted 
on CNN's "Larry King live" that "law-abiding citizens have a 
right, under our Constitution, to have firearms." The stated 
official position of the last regime's Justice Department was 
that "the Second Amendment does not extend an individual 
right to keep and bear arms." 

To Russia With No Love Whatsoever 
Interfax News Agency reports that former Klan leader and 

founder of the National Organization for European American 
Rights, David Duke, has announced plans to move to Russia 
"to struggle against people of other colors and with Jews." 
Duke was originally in Russia to launch his new book 
Ultimate Supremacism: An Examination of the Jewish Question, 
where he met with native Russian bent-heads Albert 
Makashov (a wildly nationalistic politiciar{), and Aleksandr 
Parakhanov, publisher of the anti-semetic Zavtra daily paper. 
On his web site, Duke has lauded Russia as the current bul­
wark of the white race. 

Barr's Bill a Hit? 
Representative Bob Barr (R.-Ga.) has introduced legisla­

tion designed at giving governmental agencies more latitude 
in their dealings with the Saddams, bin ladens and Fidels of 
the world. 

Although most observers feel that Barr's "Terrorist 
Elimination Act of 2001" is too controversial - and too overt 
- to receive enough support in Congress, Barr noted that "the 
United States already takes actions clearly designed to remove 
foreign leaders. In the 1980s, we took actions clearly designed 
to remove Moammar Gadhafi .. . I've introduced it this year .. . 
Because these executive orders arbitrarily limit the options 
available to the president when dealing with terrorists." 

According to the "Prohibition of Assassination" section of 
Executive Order 11905 penned by President Gerald Ford, 
"no employee of the United States government shall engage 
in, or conspire to engage in political assassination. " 

A sitting president has authority to rescind previous exec­
utive orders, and Rep. Barr has written President Bush urg­
ing hi to do so in this case. In a letter to Bush, Barr noted that 
specific sections of Ford's executive order, and subsequent 
modifications by President Reagan, "limit the United States 
from dealing with international terrorist threats." 

AR-Palooza 
AR buffs, take note: The Grand Casino and resort at 

Tunica, Miss., Will be the scene next 28-30 September of a 

great AR festival covering every facet of this weapons family. 
Featured will be an expo for manufacturers, parts and acces­
sory suppliers and gunsmiths, who will display merchandise 
relating to the AR15 or related designs such as the ARlO, M4, 
etc. There will be a symposium on the history and develop­
ment of the rifle, competitive shooting events, and a test range 
open. A "dealer day" before the public is invited will allow 
manufacturers to demonstrate their wares to FFL dealers. 

Exhibit space starts at $550 for a lOxlO booth; exhibitor 
rooms at the Grand Casino are $59 a night, plus tax. 
Sponsored by The Shotgun News, more information on this 
great AR-enthusiasts' event can be found on the web at 
www.shotgunnews.com . 

Chinese Probe Canadian North 
A Canadian Department of National Defence study has 

concluded that the Canadian military should use unmanned 
aerial vehicles (UAVs) and space-based sensors to keep an 
eye on its vast, resource-rich Arctic territories. Officials at the 
Northern Region HQ, in Yellowknife, Northwest Territories, 
have raised concerns over the decrease in Can.adian military 
presence in the far north, and the apparent increase in inter­
est in the area shown by China and perhaps other powers. 
The military wants to install ground-moving target indicator 
technology on Radarsat 2, schedule for launch in the next few 
years , which would be able to detect moving objects such as 
armored personnel carriers and mobile missile launchers. 

Concerns over the northern territories were heightened 
in August 1999 when a Chinese government research ves­
sel arrived unannounced and undetected at Tuktoyaktuk, 
NWT. Military officials also believe that a month later a 
submarine of unknown origin may have been operatiJ?.g in 
Cumberland Sound off Baffin Island. A September letter 
from the commander of the Canadian Forces Northern 
Area to the Chief of Defence Staff noted that, "the vast 
mineral, marine and freshwater resources located in the 
Canadian Arctic virtually ensure the existence of future 
challenges to Canadian claims to sovereignty over the 
Arctic waters and archipelago. " Such incursions as 
occurred "may indicate that other nations are becoming 
more interested in the Canadian Arctic and the Canadian 
Forces' ability to respond to probes." 

Army Tu Select New Chute 
With an eye toward making combat jumps safer - thus 

the number of combat-effective troops who land greater -
the Army is closing in on the selection of a new design to 
replace the venerable T-10. Within five years , airborne 
troops will be jumping the Advanced Tactical Parachute 
System, a main and reserve chute designed to reduce the 
rate of descent by 25%, with the reserve deployable even 
on very low-altitude jumps, if necessary. The ATPS is also 
designed to support a considerably greater load, as today's 
paratroops are bigger, and the loads they jump heavier. 
The reserve on the new chutes being tested is also located 
more near the shoulders, decreasing strain on the body 
from the opening shock. 

The slower descent rate is to reduce the jumper's impact 
energy by 40%, thus slashing landing injuries. "The reduc­
tion of injuries is a combat multiplier," noted Major Joel 
Rieman of the Army's Soldier Systems Center. ~ 
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Our subscribers know they 
won't miss coverage of 

conflicts anywhere in 
the world, because 
SOF' s action corre­
spondents are 
on-scene and behind 
the scenes, bringing 
back the stories 
they - and you -
need to see. 







In addition to the usual 
contraband trade, immi­
grant smuggling has devel­
oped into a highly orga­
nized, multi-million-dollar 
marketplace and remains 
the U.S. Border Patrol's pri­
mary mission. Senior agents 
shed light on the scope of 
the problem. "When I 
worked on the Canadian 
border we saw some weird 
alliances," Assistant Chief 
Ron Colburn, a 25-year vet­
eran of the force, told us. 
"Biker gangs working with 
Chinese triads, Israeli crim­
inal groups working with 
Jamaicans, alliances you 
just wouldn't imagine. Here 
Mexican border we don't see so much of 
that, but what does stand out is many 
more groups moving much greater num­
bers. It's not uncommon for individual 
gangs to run 1,000 people a month. 
When they're charging anywhere from 
$500 to $40,000 a head, it adds up pret­
ty quick." 

Border Patrol figures for Cochise 
County alone showed over 289,000 
detentions for FY 2000. At an average 
of $5,000 a head, smugglers and middle 
men saw a potential gross of over 
$14,450,000 through one small slice of 
Arizona. This doesn't count those who 
were deterred or never caught. Most of 
those detained will keep trying. Many 
will eventually make it. 

As frustration with increased Border Patrol 
interdiction rises, so do rockings. Over 
half the USBP fleet in Douglas now has 
anti-projectile screening. 

It's become more profitable than nar­
cotics smuggling, with lower overhead 
and less risk. As profits skyrocket, an 
extensive network from recruitment 
point to final destination has developed, 
including an infrastructure of arrangers 
and employers right here in the U.S. 

In Mexico and Latin America, the 
first point of contact for a potential 
entrant is a bodegero (or warehouse­
man). This person, usually networking 
with an arranger in the U.S., recruits 
workers and makes arrangements for 

their transit to the border. 
'They're kind of like a 
customs brokerage, and 
these people are their 
commodity," we were 
told. "They gather in the 
goods and warehouse 
them until it's time to go 
north, just like a shipment 
of tomatoes." Payment is, 
of course, up front. 

From there, the 
"goods" are turned over to 
a pollero, Spanish for 
chicken hauler. The 
pollero will then guide his 
shipment to and across 
the border to rendezvous 
points on the U.S. side 
with the infamous coyotes 

(or pick-up men). This is the stage 
where things can start to get ugly. 
Banditry on the south side is rampant 
and outright murder is not uncommon, 
as potential entrants are rolled for their 
savings, watches, boots or whatever the 
thieves fancy. Just north of the border, 
the elements take over. 

It has become common for smugglers 
to pocket payment and at the first sign of 
the Border Patrol, leave the group to 
their own devices. Sometimes they sim­
ply take the money and leave them in 
the middle of nowhere. In the unforgiv­
ing Southwest desert, this can mean a 
death sentence for the unprepared. 

"Because of the hardening of the 
urban sectors, they're having to go far­
ther and farther out. The smugglers will 



Controllers in Douglas monitoring room 
keep an eye out for any incursions. High­
tech sensor and surveillance units help 
deny cover to would-he intruders. 

paint the picture that it's only another 2-
3 miles, when really it's 15-30," long­
time BP Agent Rene Noriega explained. 
"We've encountered groups of aliens 
just sitting out there in the desert, 
sometimes for days , waiting for a smug­
gler who told them he's going to get the 
car but never returns. Their greed and 
total disregard for human life is some­
thing we're very concerned about." 

So far this year the Tucson sector 
agents have had to perform 1,349 res­
cues of aliens in the desert. In addition 
to that, 139 deaths have been official­
ly recorded but local media sources 
put that figure much higher. Many 
times the desert simply swallows peo­
ple up. No one knows for sure how 
many don't make it. 

"If you're coming into this area and 
you're not prepared to deal with the 
elements, you're putting yourself in 
jeopardy. We're here to enforce the 

Porous borders. Out beyond the "Wall," 
the border is marked by little more than the 
cow fence on the left. Both mobile and sta­
tionary units try to plug the holes. 

laws, but we don't want to see people 
die just because they tried to come to 
this country." 

We deployed with thermals , coats , 
hats and canvas gaiters. At 4 ,000 feet , 
the Douglas Sector gets pretty chilly 
and we were feeling the cold. Illegal 
crossers we encountered were pathet­
ically equipped with a sweater or tat­
tered coat or sometimes a moth-eaten 
blanket. "We find bones all the time 
in the more remote areas ," a young 
agent related. "The smugglers get 
them out here , abandon them and 
they can die . Pretty ruthless game 
they're playing, but what really gets 
me is when they bring little kids over, 
and I see it all the time." 

Cheap Labor, Anyone? 
For the entrant who is fortunate 

enough to emerge alive and undetained 
north of the border areas, further facili-

Mobile "Sky Lift" keeps tabs on cross-bor­
der traffic with mi/spec Thermal Imaging 
Scope. 

ties and danger awaits them. Networks 
of sweatshop slave pens, false docu­
ments and the crossfire of rival smug­
gling gangs all line the yellow brick road 
of illegal immigration. For most, the 
final destination is a corporate farm 
field , construction site or a sweatshop 
for sub-minimum wage. As handlers 
nickel-and-dime the workers for every­
thing from room and board to trans­
portation, many are lucky to make any­
thing at all. For the employers it means 
a lower bottom line. It's similar to what 
the U.S. witnessed in the Appalachian 
coal fields of the 1920s with the infa­
mous company store. 

"It's an underground culture of 
indentureship ," Colburn explained. 
"Many times the destination is pre­
arranged and they're caught for years 
trying to work off the cost of their own 
importation. We're also seeing a whole 
new sub-culture of fraudulent docu-



ments being created. Social Security 
cards, driver's licenses, work permits, 
everything. Sometimes they're coun­
terfeit, sometimes real but matched 
with a lookalike customer. It's allowing 
some of them access to the social wel-
fare programs here." :i. · be entered in the log as a "Deter." 

Once they're successfully infiltrat- :' "' "The Thermal scopes on the Sky 
ed, detection of an illegal entrant is · · Towers really give us an edge down 
almost impossible on the local level, as ." ~ here. Very little gets past them," Agent 
they blend into the population, just as t; Garland pointed out. "We've had regu­
the Viet Cong did. In addition to sim- '. · lar night-vision for some time, but it's 
ple workers, the potential for subver- ; · . limited in its range and resolution. 
sive or terrorist infiltration is also high. ~ii With this, we can actually tell the 
As such, border detection and interdic- /:~ makeup of a group or if they're carrying 
tion have assumed a greater urgency. ·~~ loads or weapons." In addition to the 
Long a cash-strapped, forgotten agency, ';,; fixed towers, the USBP also deploys 
the Border Patrol is finally getting the . " several mobile units that can be set up 
manpower and high-tech goodies other , · . anywhere they are needed to provide 
forces have enjoyed for years. · : thermal coverage of more remote areas. 

Gate Crashers On candid Camera 
't· , Problem is, though, there is never 
•· enough to cover everything. 

In a darkened room looking more Jj While the Sky Towers are the 
like an NSA base than some dusty :. newest and best of the detection and 
outpost in Arizona, a feminine com- : deterrence equipment fielded by the 
puter voice chimed out, "Alert at num- ~i BP, many layers of defense go into 
ber two." Somewhere along the line a f }'-· policing the border. 
seismic detection unit had registered a ::;~ Starting at the very bottom of the 
"hit." Immediately, one of the several if'S'. technology ladder is a new element of 
operators sitting in front of a bank of · " border security that drew lots of flak 
monitors pushed a couple of buttons from the left: a big, giant wall backed 
and moved a small joystick on his con- by a line of floodlights. Illegal 
sole. Two miles away, atop an 80-foot- entrants and smugglers favor urban 
tall camera tower, an infrared imaging crossing points where they can imme-
scope came to bear on the area in diately blend in. As a result, towns 
question. Just north of the line a group like Douglas and Nogales, whose 
of seven or eight people showed up in streets and houses run right up to the 
varying shades of thermal green. old wire fence, were literally stamped-

"Yu p, that's the same group. ed with crossers every night. "When I 
They've moved down from 12," he came down here three years ago, peo-
remarked, sending out the coordinates pie were just hopping the wire or dri-
to a nearby ground unit. As we ving through it every night," Agent 
watched, a patrol vehicle came down Garland recalled. "We were having 
the border access road and gave the foot pursuits through back yards right 
crossers a flash from his spotlight. into downtown." 
They waved and hopped back into Stretching 4.5 miles through town, 
Mexico over the rusting cow fence the new wall is about 15-ft. tall and 
that marks the boundary. It would all 

mat. Work is ongoing to extend it out 
to 12 miles or farther. "It's really 
cramped their style. They have to go 
farther and farther out. People here 
are finally getting some sleep." 

Despite the inconvenience, howev­
er, determined smugglers are not 
above having a go at the imposing 
structure. We were shown one spot 
where they had actually cut through 
it, one little piece at a time. When the 
day came to launch their foray, they 
hooked on with chains and pulled 
down the whole section, dragging it 
several blocks into Mexico. Mean­
while, three cars full of pot and a mob 
of aliens rushed into Douglas. "It was 
pretty exciting there for awhile, but 
we got everyone rounded up and 
called the Mexican authorities to get 
our fence back." 

A short way back from the line, the 
array gets a little more high-tech with 
seismic, magnetic and light beam sen­
sors. These are especially useful out 
into the desert past the wall and light­
ed area. Completely automated, they 
give operators in the control center a 
heads up when anything approaches 
or crosses by them, be it people or 
vehicles. 

Despite being Vietnam vintage, the 
seismic detectors note any vibration in 
the ground and set off an alert in the 
center, just as they did along the Ho 
Chi Minh Trail years ago. The magnet­
ic sensors are a little more subjective 
and can be rotated to get a fix on the 
direction of a contact. Besides vehi­
cles, they can also be pointed at suspi­
cious human contacts to determine if 
they are carrying any firepower. The 



light beams are a high-tech version of 
a tripwire and can cover sizable dis­
tances but are prone to registering hits 
by cows and coyotes. As with every­
thing else, the border is long and 
resources limited, so not every area 
gets complete coverage. 

inally," Asst. Chief Colburn had told 
.-i: us. "The first few offenses we'll charge 
~~ administratively, but at some point 
1;~ you've got to draw the line, especially 
\~ . if there are aggressive circumstances 
·· ·" surrounding the arrest or the person 

"It's one of the best tools we have, but 
we need them in every Station," we 
were told. 

Down And Dusty 
Mingling in with all of the detec­

tion technology are the agents on 
ground patrols. While all the gizmos 
make it easier to "find and fix" 
crossers, it is still the individual 
Border Patrol Agent who must get 
down in the dust and make the phys­
ical apprehensions. Agents are usual­

Oh, Won't You Stay, Just A 
Little Bit Longer? 

~. is a known smuggler. " Repeat offend­
Jt.:~i ers could receive up to five years 
1w under Title 18 immigration laws. 
~ In addition to making it harder for 

Once apprehended, the detention ~ repeat offenders to keep up the game 
facility awaits illegal entrants with an .~· for too long, the !DENT system has 
impressive array of !DENT technolo- ·· ' made it possible to snap up bigger 
gy. It houses a state of the art combi- fish that may have gone undetected 
nation of laser scan fingerprint read- ~Y only a few years ago. "We get the 
ers, digital photo databases and is net- ft,~ occasional terrorist-profile, murder­
worked across the spectrum of federal ~:« ers, you name it. Whereas they might 
and state computer records. Today, i/~ have blended in with the rest of the 
the system can sort out who is who ~ people before, now the system flags 
almost instantly. Those not wanted on ~ them and they get sent on to higher 
criminal charges or repeated appre- · proceedings. About once a year, just 

ly outnumbered. "It requires a great 
deal of 'Officer Presence' to corral a •. 
group of entrants ," Agent Garland 
pointed out. While patrols are being 
doubled up for safety in the more 
remote areas , we were told it's not 
uncommon to have a single agent run 
down as many as 100 illegals in one 
swoop. Armed with only a Beretta 
92d in .40 S&W, it also takes a fair 

hensions are quickly sent back to in Arizona, we manage to flag at least 
Mexico. one off the most wanted list. " For 

Those whose file sends up a flag those crossing through the hands of amount of nerve. 
may have to stay a little longer. "Only federal enforcement, Big Brother is If surveillance or intelligence war-
10 to 20 percent will be charged crim- getting harder and harder to duck. 

W
hen most of us think about the Border Patrol, we usually register 
immigration from Mexico and Latin America. That wasn't always 
the case. During the early 1920s the main problem on the border 

was hordes of Chinese Coolies pouring in like ants to find work on railroad 
projects. Mixed in with them was a veritable army of Rum Runners cash­
ing in on the faulty logic of the Volstead Act. It wasn't long before the ad­
hoc batch of deputized cowboys, Texas Rangers and local sheriffs, known 
as the Mounted Guard, was overwhelmed. It quickly became apparent that 
a force with a unified command and mandate was needed. 

As the Constitution places responsibility for securing the nation's 
borders on the Federal government, it fell to Washington to do some­
thing. Because of peacetime drawdowns, the regular Army was out of 
the question . What was needed was more along the lines of a law 
enforcement agency, and so, on 28 May 1924, the U.S. Border Patrol 
was born. 

Originally under the Department of Labor, the U.S. Border Patrol 
embarked on a long road of improvisation, adaptation and enforce­
ment. When the agency first started recruiting, there was no standard­
ized entrance test, so the Rail Road Civil Service exam was adopted with 
a Spanish primer attached. Initial salary was $1,800 a year with a horse 
provided by the agency. 

Equipment was also an ad-hoc affair and agents were free to choose 
their own armaments. When that soon proved to be a supply nightmare, 
an official weapons list was adopted. Included were Winchesters in .44, 
slide action shotguns in .12 gauge, the Savage M99 .22 caliber and the 
Mossberg M800 in .308 (a U.S. agency first). Sidearms included Colt's .38 
Police Positive and then the New Colt Service Revolver in .38, as well as 
snubnose Detectives for undercover work. 

Border Patrol aviation is also a branch of the agency that has seen a 
colorful collection of assets. The first use of aircraft came unofficially in 

1926, when two agents who knew how to fly "borrowed" an Army JN3 
and conducted experiments spotting for ground units. With radios not 
available until 1936, communication was served by the old WWI 
method of throwing messages overboard. The concept worked, but the 
agency didn't receive official air assets until 1940, and that in the form 
of 3 Kellet YGIB Gyro Copters. In 1946 they received a number of surplus 
L-5 Stinson "Grasshoppers" but over the years, if it flew, it was used. At 
one time or another, USBP aviation has fielded everything from 
Beechcraft Bonanzas to Grumman Ducks. 

Today, Border patrol aviation units primarily fly the Piper JA-18 
"Super Cub" and surplus OH-6 recon choppers or ''Loaches." Ground 
agents speak in awe of the many Vietnam-vintage pilots in the service. 
Tales abound of them flying into washes, under power lines, around 
radio towers and even cutting sign at night from ten feet off the deck. 
Rarely does anything escape their attention, and many times groups of 
entrants simply surrender to the helos and wait for ground units. 

Throughout the years, the agency has also been involved in missions 
that are apart from the scope of illegal entrance. In June 1940, the ser­
vice was transferred from Labor to the Department of Justice and the 
INS. Thus, during WWII, Border Patrol air, sea and land units pulled sub­
marine watch along the Florida and Gulf Coasts. Also, many agents 
found themselves guarding German POWs and Japanese internees at 
INS-run camps across the U.S. 

While today the Border Patrol doesn't maintain its own holding 
facilities, they do continue to work with all branches of law enforce­
ment, and cooperation is rated as excellent. As their grandfathers did, 
the agency continues to evolve in its tactics and equ ipment and carries 
out the mission to protect the physical borders of the U.S. Mandated to 
stop those who would enter illegally or smuggle contraband, the U.S. 
Border Patrol keeps up a constant vigil, rain or shine, 365 days a year. 
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The M96 Expeditionary rifle has met with unparalleled 
success and unprecedented demand. Installation of 
GG&G's FIRE goes a substantial distance in bringing the 
M96 Expeditionary Rifle or Carbine up to the level of 
sophistication available with the M16/AR-15 series. 

Text & Photos by 
Peter G. Kokalis 

• 
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S 
ince its introduction little more than a year ago, the 
M96 Expeditionary rifle (Robinson Armament Co., 
Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 16776, Salt Lake City, UT 
84116-0776; phone: 801-355-0401 ; fax: 801-355-
0402; website: www.robarm.com) has met with 

unparalleled success and unprecedented demand. First of all, 
it's a politically correct firearm that meets the BATF's current 
criteria for an acceptable domestically produced, semiauto­
matic-only "sporting" rifle. It has no flash hider or bayonet 
lug. Further, it accepts all Ml6'AR15-type magazines. The 
trigger mechanism is based upon those of the highly reliable 
Garand and Kalashnikov. 

The Mil-Standard 1913 interface rail installed on our M96 
receiver, made from a machined billet of 6061 T6 aircraft­
grade aluminum alloy, costs $100 and includes all of the 
mounting hardware. To this we attached an EOTech HDS 
Holographic sight. 

The MAD folding rear sight was originally developed to ful­
fill a request from Naval Surface Warfare for a back up iron 
sight that provided both a large and small aperture on the same 
plane and would thus be zeroed to the same point of impact. 
The MAD has four apertures, two of each size (so that rotating 
the aperture in either direction will bring the next size into 
view). The small aperture diameter is 0.073-inch and the large 

Also, it has a 12-position 
adjustable gas regulator pat­
terned after that of the FN 
FAL. With the gas bleed port 
completely closed off, all of the 
system's available energy is 
used to drive the reciprocating 
components rearward during 
the recoil stroke. This will 
invariably result in increased 
wear on the parts and eventual 
failure . The gas regulator 
should be adjusted so that 
empty cases are propelled no 
more than about 7 to 10 feet 
from the rifle. This will ensure 

Essential components of the 
GG&G FIRE System include a Mi/­
Standard 1913 interface rail and 
the MAD rear folding sight. 

aperture is 0.199-inch in diam­
eter. It uses the standard Colt 
windage knob and windage 
screw. One click of the windage 
knob provides approximately 
0.48 MOA change when 
mounted on the M96 
Expeditionary rifle and about 
0.65 MOA on the M96 carbine. 

reliable functioning and minimize unnecessary wear. 
Finally, there are several important features on the M96 

Expeditionary Rifle that are more than a little reminiscent of 
the Stoner 63A system. Most important is the modular concept 
common to both. The M96 can be instantly converted in the 
field into a carbine configuration. The carbine conversion kit is 
now available and one was recently sent to Soldier Of Fortune 
for test and evaluation. It consists of a 17-inch barrel with gas 
block and a new regulator system. The suggested retail price is 
$299.99. The method by which the M96 barrel locks to the 
receiver is also quite similar to that of the Stoner 63A. 

To install the barrel, first , remove the magazine and then 
rack the slide several times to remove any round in the cham­
ber. Inspect the chamber in both a visual and tactile manner. 
Then, and only then, proceed as follows. Set the butt of the 
rifle on a secure surface with the muzzle pointing upward in 
a safe direction. Retract the cocking handle toward the rear of 
the receiver about 3 inches. Push in the spring-loaded barrel 
release button as far as possible and continue to hold down on 
it. With your third hand (or preferably that of another person) 
grasp the barrel at the gas block and rotate the barrel back and 
forth while pulling it up and out of the receiver. 

In almost every regard this is an outstanding rifle and 
deserves all the success it has achieved. However, as issued 
from the factory, the M96 Expeditionary Rifle/Carbine cannot 
match the almost bewildering array of potential improve­
ments and enhancements that can be attached to, or modified 
on, today's Ml6. 

GG&G (Dept. SOF, 3602 East 42nd Stravenue, Tucson, 
AZ 85713; phone: 520-748-7167; fax: 520-748-7583; e-mail: 
gggaz@aol.com) removed both the rear and front sight 
assemblies from our M96 and installed what they call the 
"FIRE" (Fully Integrated Rifle Enhancement) System. This 
includes any or all of the following as required by the end 
user: MAD folding emergency rear sight, folding front sight, 
a dedicated M96 full-length Mil-Standard 1913 interface 
rail, and standard Aimpoint rings . 

MAY 2001 ~ SOLDIER OF FORTUNE www.sofmag.com 

The MAD mount body is 
manufactured from 6061 T6 

GG&G folding front sight comes 
with a standard 1.25-inch, 
ambidextrous sling swivel. 

aluminum, hard anodized per milspec. The stem and aper­
ture disc are made from 4140 steel, black magnesium phos­
phated per milspec. The MAD overhangs the rear of the 
receiver by 0.200-inch. This provides a lip so that the sight 
can be easily deployed even with a gloved hand. The unit 
locks in the up and down position with a positive detent. 
Whether you're deploying with an EOTech Holographic 
Diffraction Sight or an Aimpoint red dot sight, what you 
most certainly do not want in the center of your image is the 
M96 Expeditionary rifle's or carbine's front sight. The 
answer to that dilemma is to have it completely removed and 
replaced with a GG&G folding front sight. Made of 4140 
chrome moly steel and finished by a milspec manganese 
phosphate process, this rugged unit uses the Ml6A2 square 
front post, which is adjustable for elevation zero, with pro­
tective ears that are provided with gripping serrations to 
more easily raise and lower the sight assembly. Further, the 
sight now comes with a standard l '4-inch, ambidextrous 
sling swivel. The cost of both the GG&G MAD rear sight 
and folding front sight assembly installed is $267. 

Installation of GG&G's FIRE system together with the red 
dot, optical or holographic sight of your choice, goes a sub­
stantial distance in bringing the M96 Expeditionary Rifle or 
Carbine up to the level of sophistication available with the 
Ml6/AR-15 series. ~ 
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Saving Private Enterprise 
BY FRANK W. L..IAMES 

The SHOT Show is the industry 
trade show for the firearms 
industry, so it naturally raised 
more than a few questions and 

explanations as to why the National 
Shooting Sports Foundation (NSSF) 
would schedule the main industry trade 
show in New Orleans for the year 2001? 

New Orleans, remember, initiated 
just two years ago the first civil damage 
harassment lawsuit that was followed 
in lemming-style fashion from multiple 
cities against many, if not all, of the 
large firearms manufacturers? 

The answer it seems lies with the 
state legislature in Louisiana. After 
New Orleans first sued the gun manu­
facturers , the SHOT Show scheduled to 

Chuck Larson, of Rock River Arms, Inc., 
holds one of his company's AR15-style rifles. 
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go there the following year cancelled 
and moved at the last minute to Las 
Vegas. The Louisiana Legislature then 
passed a law prohibiting cities from 
suing firearms manufacturers and 
applied it retroactively to New Orleans. 
This was followed by a personal letter 
from the governor of the state to the 
NSSF asking them to reconsider their 
fair state and the city of New Orleans as 
a site for a gathering that is openly rec­
ognized as one of the 10 largest trade 
shows in the United States (in terms of 
floor display space) and among the top 
50 trade shows in the world. 

Predictably, New Orleans took issue 
with the new law, brought suit and two 
weeks after the 2001 SHOT Show ended 
the case was scheduled to go before the 
Louisiana Supreme Court to determine 
if this "You Can't Do That" law is con­
stitutional. 

Why is all this important in a report 
on the show itself? Because it helps 
explain why most of us silly enough to 
attend were treated like displaced 
refugees when we were staying in a city 
suing most of the people we consider 
close friends or were sent to report on 
and cover. 

If ever there is an investigation into a 
price-fixing conspiracy or simple collu­
sion, the hotel managers of New Orleans 
would have good reason to run and hide, 
or at the very least plead the Fifth 
Amendment. The week the SHOT Show 
began hotel room rates skyrocketed and 
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Tom Marx, of Michaels of Oregon, holds 
not a Smart Gun, but a Smart Holster. This 
is the Pro-4 ID holster that scans an indi­
vidual's fingerprint and will only release 
the gun to an authorized user. 

service declined. It probably would have 
been cheaper to rent a Lexus and sleep 
in it all week. That is, if you could have 
found a good place to park it. 

More than one convention attendee 
mentioned their three- to four-star over­
night abode rationed hot water like a 
third world country. One wag said he 
wasn't worried about a hot shower in 
his downtown New Orleans hotel sim­
ply because his place didn't have any 
clean towels. 
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Anyway, arriving in town early for 
this year's show wasn't necessary 
because the customary pre-show events 
put on in the past by various manufac­
turers had all been cancelled. Reason? 
There was no place nearby to shoot and 
demo their products. Small wonder. 
Naturally, according to the Murphy's 
Law of journalism we arrived a full day 
ahead of the show and had to find 
something worthwhile to kill some 
time, if not our expense account. 

The Main Event 
The SHOT Show, though, is the 

main story and an essential part of the 
American firearms scene. The scarcity 
of new products was noticeable and 
again we can only credit the lawsuits or 
the threat of impending lawsuits for 
sucking money away from worthwhile 
R&D projects. Examine how much 
money has been wasted on building an 
impossible smart gun when everyone 
knows the ·technology simply doesn't 
exist currently to achieve these man­
dated design parameters in a handgun? 

But, one company has taken a step 
on their own and developed not a Smart 
Gun, but rather a Smart Holster! Tom 
Marx, of Michaels of Oregon, demon­
strated the revolutionary Pro-4 ID hol­
ster. Designed for police-duty wear, this 
holster scans the individual's finger­
print and will only release the gun to an 
authorized user. There is a pocket on 
the outside of the holster where the offi­
cer sticks his finger and thereby places 
the fingertip on a small scanner. 

Powered by three AA batteries, the 
microprocessor employs an infrared 
sensor to scan the fingerprint and 
checks it against up to 64 different 
prints stored in its memory. It then 
releases the pistol when it determines 
there is a .match. 

Okay, how about cuts , abrasions 
and blood? You know cops sometimes 
suffer these injustices and injuries. No 
problem, because the microprocessor 

This 5-inch Government Model 1911 pistol 
is from High Standard. The "G-Man" fea­
tures a stainless steel barrel and a 
National Match bushing, as well as a tuned 
4-1/2 pound trigger. 

This SR90 from the Robar Companies was the winning rifle in a recent Sniper Shootout 
competition. The SR90 from Robar is a premium-grade precision rifle that is guaranteed 
to deliver 1/2 minute M.O.A. 

doesn't take a picture of the finger­
print, but actually plots recognition 
points across the surface of any pro­
grammed finger. It is also able to read 
through frost, condensation and a vari­
ety of other conditions, except for 
gloves - obviously. 

Right now, the holster is rather large 
and bulky and it carries a backup 
power supply in the event of a dead bat­
tery. Among future optional features is 
a failsafe lock opened by a handcuff key 
if both power supplies fail. The micro­
processor is programmed with a laptop 
computer. 

Marx reported they are examining 
this same technology for application in 
the civilian sector as homeowner gun 
safes. Bolt the device to the headboard 
and don't worry about the kids getting 
the gun, unless of course they learn 
how to program your laptop and the 
gunsafe's microprocessor. 

(above) Anzio Ironworks Corp offers this .50 
caliber (BMG) take-down rifle that stores in a 
briefcase. It comes with a 17" barrel and the 
gun can be assembled in under 25 seconds. 

(left) The Bushmaster XM15E2S "AK 
Shorty" seen here on the bottom of this dis­
play features an "AK"-style muzzle brake 
permanently attached to the end of the bar­
rel. This should eliminate the blinding and 
deafness currently experienced by anyone 
any .223 rifle without a muzzle br~ke. 

Three Firearms Trends 
As for firearms seen at the 

SHOT Show, three trends are plainly 
visible to anyone even faintly knowl­
edgeable about guns at present. 

The first thing is everyone, and we 
mean eve1yone seems to be building a 
1911 pistol. The United States military 
may have selected a 9mm pistol 15 
years ago, but the popularity of the .45 
caliber 1911 pistol is probably greater 
now than it ever has been. 

The companies marketing, importing 
or making the traditional 1911 pistol, 
but not limited to the following (we may 
have missed some) include: Springfield 
Armory, Kimber, High Standard, Ithaca, 
Dan Wesson, Les Baer Custom, Inc., 
Caspian Arms, Ltd. , Wilson Combat, 
Auto-Ordnance, Nowlin Custom 
Manufacturing, Olympic Arms, Inc., 
Rock River Arms, Inc., Israel Arms 

. International, and Pacific Armament 
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Corporation (a company importing guns 
from the Philippines). This list does not 
include the designs that are variations of 
the traditional 1911 pistol like those 
produced by STI International, or Para­
Ordnance Manufacturing Inc. 

And, oh yeah, it also doesn't include 
that outfit in Hartford, Connecticut 
which made the 1911 pistol in the first 
place - Colt Manufacturing Company, 
Inc. 1911 pistols have literally become 
as common in the defensive arms mar­
ketplace as agricultural commodities 
like wheat, cotton, or soybeans on the 
Chicago Board of Trade. 

Notable among the non-1911 hand­
guns were a new polymer Kahr pistol in 
.40 S&W caliber from Kahr Arms. It 
looks good and handles better, even if 
the .40-caliber version has a thicker 
slide to increase its mass and slow 
down its slide velocity. North American 
Arms, Inc., has a tiny new .380 which 
should work well if all proper gentle­
men start wearing vests under their 
suitcoats again. Walther U.S.A., has 
introduced a new .22 rimfire pistol 
based upon the P99 that is both clever, 
neat, small and get this - cheap! It 
will supposedly retail for $199 with 
one barrel, but the first versions will be 
available with two barrels, one will be 
3-1/2" in length and the other compen­
sated (why?), for the total price of only 
$299. Sturm, Ruger & Co. , introduced 
a Bird's Head grip for the Vacquero 
(Yee-hah!) and there was every varia­
tion of a cowboy gun imaginable from 
different manufacturers and importers 
being peddled by buckeroos from up 
and do\vn the eastern seaboard. 

The second trend that is easily 
noticeable is the proliferation of compa­
nies marketing AR15-style rifles. Les 
Baer, demonstrated to us the forgings he 
makes for his new AR15 rifle and, yes, 
they are his forgings because he went 
out and purchased his own forging 
plant just to make his own upper and 
lower receivers. The quality is excellent, 
but then Les Baer has always put an 
emphasis on quality. His primary aim 
with the Les Baer Ultimate AR .223 rifle 
is varmint hunting, but his catalog lists 
models for law enforcement as well as 
l-in-7-inch and l-in-9-inch barrel twist 
rates in addition to his standard 
varmint barrel twist rate of l-in-12-inch. 

Bushmaster, is another firm produc­
ing some impressive looking AR15-
style rifles . One that particularly 
caught our eye was the Bushmaster 
"DCM" Competition Rifle. Built to 
meet all the requirements of the DCM 
Competition rules this rifle features 
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"micro-aperature" peep sights and a 20-
inch extra heavy competition barrel 
with a l-in-8-inch rate of twist. 

Another Bushmaster worth examin­
ing is the Bushmaster XM15E2S "AK 
Shorty" Carbine. Since threaded muz­
zles are now verboten everyone shoot­
ing these things has been blinded and 
deafened by the muzzle flash from non­
compensated barrels. Well, the 
Bushmaster "AK Shorty" Carbine has 
the "AK" style muzzle brake perma­
nently attached to the end of the barrel 
to comply with the law and the result 
should be a lot easier on the operator. 

By far the most technically advanced 
AR15-style rifle is the one offered by 
Professional Ordnance, Inc. They are 
the manufacturers of the Carbon-15-
type of semi-auto rifles. Their latest 
model is the Type 97S.A, which weighs 
only 4.3 pounds and features a full 
length one-piece machined 'Scout' 
extended Picatinny Rail. Carbon fiber 
is extremely strong and lightweight. Its 
origins were in the aerospace industry, 
but Indianapolis racecars and Formula 
One cars have relied upon this technol­
ogy for almost two decades. 
Professional Ordnance also offers a 
law-enforcement only select-fire ver­
sion which weighs less than 4 pounds. 

For those who enjoy a little nostal­
gia, High Standard, is producing a faith­
ful reproduction of the World War Two 
M-1 Carbine. Described as a classic 
WWII design their Ml Carbine features 
a parkerized finish and a 10-round mag­
azine. High Standard is also manufac­
turing a semi-auto gas-operated .50 cal. 
(BMG) rifle. 

Heavy Hitters 
Fifties are the third trend we noticed 

at this year's SHOT Show. They were 
everywhere. The High Standard Fifty is 
the Robert Pauza design that's been 
around for a couple of years and it 
comes in two versions, rifle and carbine. 

Anzio Ironworks Corp., even had a 
take-down .50 BMG rifle that fit inside a 
briefcase. It comes with a 17" barrel and 
the customer can specify either a mili­
tary or a match chamber. The brochure 
claims the gun can be assembled in 
under 25 seconds and disassembled in 
the same amount of time to fit back 
inside its briefcase-style carrying case. 

E.D.M. ARMS, also had a takedown 
.50 BMG rifle on display. Called the 
XM107 Windrunner, it is a bolt-action 
lightweight tactical .50 BMG rifle. They 
guarantee 1 MOA with match grade or 

Continued on page 91 
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CONTACT SHEET 
Michaels Of Oregon 

P.O. Box 1690, Dept. SOF 
Oregon City, OR 97045 

email: info@michaels-oregon.com 

KahrArms 
630 Route 303, Dept. SOF 

Blauvelt, NY I 0913; phone: 845-353-7770 
email: kahrhq@compuserve.com 

North American Arms, Inc. 
. 2150 South 950 East, Dept. SOF 

Provo, UT 84606-6285 
phone: 1-800-821-5783 

website: www.naaminis.com 

Walther U.S.A. 
2100 Roosevelt Ave., Dept. SOF 

Springfield, MA 01104 
phone: 1-800-372-6454 

website: www.walther-usa.com 

Sturm, Ruger & Co 
200 Ruger Road 

Dept. SOF, Prescott, AZ 8630 I 
phone: 520-541-8820 

website: www.ruger-firearms.com 

Les Baer Custom Inc. 
2960 l-34th Ave., Dept. SOF 

Hillsdale, IL 61257; phone: 309-658-2716 
email: lesbaer@netexpress.net 

Bushmaster 
P.O. Box 1479, Dept. SOF 

999 Roosevelt Trail, Windham, ME 04062 
phone: 1-800-998-SWAT 

email: info@bushmaster.com 

Professional Ordnance Inc. 
I 070 Metric Drive, Dept. SOF 

Lake Havasu, AZ 86403; phone: 520-505-2420 
website: www.professional-ordnance.com. 

High Standard 
I 0606 Hempstead Hwy., Ste. 116, Dept. SOF 
Houston, TX 77092; phone: 1-800-272-7816 

email: info@highstandard.com 

Anzio Ironworks Corp. 
1905 16th St. North, Dept. SOF 

St. Petersburg, FL 33704; phone: 727-895-2019 
email: anzioshop@hotmail.com 

E.D.M.ARMS 
1653 Plum Lane, Dept. SOF 

Redlands, CA 92374; phone: 877-884-4EDM 
email: bill@edmarms.com 

Armalite 
Inc., P.O. Box 299, Dept. SOF 

Geneseo, IL 61254; phone: 1-800-336-0184 
email: info@armalite.com 

Arsenal 
5015 West Sahara Ave., Suite 125, Dept. SOF 

Las Vegas, NV 89146-3407 
phone: 888-539-2220; fax: 702-643-2055 

D&SGUNS 
1248-3 Porter Wagoner Blvd, Dept. SOF 

West Plains, MO 65775; phone: 417-255-2467 

LiteTek, Inc. 
P.O. Box 245, Dept. SOF 

Medway, MA 02053 
phone: 508-533-0203; website: litetek.com 
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You Can Win $5 Million! 
Editor's note: The following text is reprinted in part from Washington File, a 

site produced and maintained by the U.S. Department of State; web site: 
http://www.usinfo.state.gov/topica1/po1/terror/99129502. htm . 

The Federal Bureau of Investigation has made pub­
lic two web sites where information about Usama bin 
Laden is available. Information about bin Laden's 
involvement in the 1998 bombing of the U.S. 
embassies in Tanzania and Kenya can be found at 
http://www.fbi .gov.majcases/eastafrica/proct8.htm. 
The U.S. indictment against bin Laden can be found at 
http ://www. fb i. gov I con tac t/f o/ n y f o/press­
rels/1998/11041998.htm . 

The Taliban Movement of Afghanistan, led by 
Mullah Mohammad Omar, continues to provide safe 
haven to the indicted terrorist Usama bin Laden. 
Spokesman for the Taliban and its mass media contin­
ue the misinformation campaign that no one has pro­
vided the Taliban with proof of bin Laden°s alleged 
crimes. 

According to the rule of law as practiced by the 
international community of nations, a judge and jury 
determine proof of guilt based on evidence submitted 
during a trial. 

Extensive evidence exists against Usama bin Laden 
and his collaborators. This evidence is public infor­
mation available to all, including the Taliban, at two 
internet web sites [listed above]. 

As a result of extensive criminal investigation, and 
working closely with Kenya, Tanzania, and other 
nations, the U.S. Government has indicted or filed 
criminal complaints against bin Laden and 16 of his 
associates for their involvement in the two bombings 
and other terrorist crimes. 
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Nairobi & Dar es Salaam bombings, 1998 
220 killed and 5,000 wounded 



Usama Bin Laden 
UP TO SS MILLION REWARD 

Usama Bin Laden and Muhammad Atef have been indicted for the August 7, 1998 
bombings of the U.S. embassies in Kenya and Tanzania. These brutal attacks killed more 
than 220 innocent Americans, Kenyans and Tanzanians and seriously injured more than 
5,000 men, women and children. 

Bin Laden, Atef, and their organization, al Qaeda, also allegedly conspired in the killings 
of American military personnel in Saudi Arabia and Somalia. 

To preserve the peace and save innocent lives from further attacks, the U.S. Government 
is offering a reward for information leading to the arrest or conviction of Bin Laden and 
Atef. Persons providing information may be eligible for a reward of up to $5 million, 
protection of their identities, and may be eligible for relocation of themselves and their 
families. Persons wishing to report information on Usama Bin Laden, MuhammadAtef, or 
other terrorists, should contact the authorities or the nearest U.S. embassy or consulate. 

Within the United States, contact the Federal Bureau of Investigation or call the U.S. 
Department of State, Diplomatic Security Service at 1-800-HEROES-1. 

Information may also be provided by contacting: 

REWARDS FOR JUSTICE 
Post Office Box 96781 

Washington, D.C. 20090-6781 U.S.A. 
email:heroes@heroes.net 

www.heroes.net 





It's an ugly word, mercenary. 
To some it conjures up 
images of mindless bru­

tality, the murder of innocents. 
To others, it's a noble call to arms for 

a just cause. 
People forget that the supreme 

British military hero, General Gordon 
- he was killed at Khartoum by the 
Mahdi - was a mercenary. With gov­
ernment approval, he served under the 
Chinese Emperor and the Khedive of 
Egypt. Colonel Pulaski, hero of the 
American Revolution and the father of 
the American artillery corps, was a 
mere - as was Lafayette. 

concept of being paid to fight is almost 
as old as history itself: It's the world's 
second oldest profession. 

As I write, there are a lot of merce­
naries out there killing people. They're 
active on both sides in the Congo, a 
country that has been torn apart by 
internecine war for more than a genera­
tion. Others are fighting in conflicts in 
Africa, Asia, South America, Eastern 
Europe and the Middle East. 

Not all causes are so easily delineat­
ed. South Africa's Islamic fundamental­
ist Qibla, the military wing of the Pagad 
movement for instance, has recruited 
people to go and fight in Palestine. 

Their spokespeople say that they will 
help "liberate sacred ground from a 
hated enemy." The enemy, of course, is 
the Jew: Zionists. Now the argument 
devolves into dialectics because one 
man's freedom fighter is another man's 
terrorist. 

Still, all this noise about causes, 
shrines, holy places and so on is not 
idle talk. These people are intent on lib­
erating Islamic holy places from the 
"infidel." And if it means losing lives in 
the process, then so be it: For those 
who come unstuck, the next stop is 
paradise and the prospect, of course, of 
the promised 99 vestal virgins. It's diffi-

Tuday's Meres In Action 

The small group of South African 
mercenaries attached to the ignomin­
iously named Executive Outcomes who 
went into Sierra Leone in 1995 and 
brought that country back from the 
brink are proud of what they did. Speak 
to those involved today and they'll tell 
you about the lives they saved, the 
mindless amputations that they were 
instrumental in stopping and the fact 
that they eventually drove the rebel 
leader Foday Sankoh - a megalomani­
ac and a killer, but a leader nevertheless 
- to the negotiating table. 

To others in the business of "hired 
guns," the cause is irrelevant. It's all a 
question of money. like it or not, the 

BY AL L-1. VENTER 

(opposite) The face of war in Africa - complete with ubiquitous AK. (inset) 
Gunship pilot's view of Freetown, Sierra Leone at dusk, now swollen by a mil­
lion refugees who have fled there because RUF rebels control most of the inte­
rio': (above) Although much of the killing is based on ancient tribal hatred, 
Aff/can wars are fought over control of the wealth. This is a good view of 
Sierra Leone's diamond fields, shot from the front cockpit of Nellis ' Mi-24 
gunship, the only one operational in Sierra Leone. 
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cult to label that kind of zealot a soldier 
of opportunity. 

Fighting For A Paycheck 
Ideologues apart, today's war dogs 

come from many countries, among them 
Germany, Australia, Croatia, Britain, 
South Africa, Zimbabwe, the Ukraine, 
Namibia and elsewhere. Their cause is 
transparent, defined by a monthly bank 
deposit and often coupled to the 
promise of being able to mine conces­
sions somewhere in the interior, proper­
ty or booty. In recent years that's been 
the case with Angola, the Congo and 
Sierra Leone and a few other places 
where diamonds and precious metals 
are a common denominator. 

When the violence in Kosovo was at 
its worst, experienced soldiers from 
many armies fought for one side or the 
other, most times for a pittance. Some 
did it as much for the thrill of combat 
as for the experience. All were labeled 
mercenaries. 

The same doesn't hold for Iraqi 
fighter pilots at the controls of jet 
bombers attached to the Sudanese Air 

52 

The streets of the diamond town of Koidu, now in rebel hands. 

Force. They, in contrast, are paid well 
for their services, on top of which they 
avoid the rigorous hardships that UN 
sanctions have imposed on their own 
country. There are numerous reports of 
these airmen dropping bombs (and in 
several cases, deadly nerve agents) on 

the heads of groups of Nilotic recalci­
trants who would rather be dead than 
subject to the vagaries of Islam. 

So, too , in Chechnya. And with 
Pakistan's Hizbul Mujahadeen that has 
been fighting the Indian Army in moun­
tainous Kashmir with "recruits" that 
come from a dozen countries including 
Afghanistan, Yemen and the 
Philippines. 

Mercenary helicopter pilots have 
recently been active in such diverse des­
tinations as Sri Lanka, Liberia Angola, 
Columbia and Sierra Leone. Quite a few 
of them are my friends and I've gone 
into combat with some of them. 

Equal Opportunity - If Not Equal Pay 
There was a time when the majority 

of Mercenaries were all white, or at least 
of European or American extraction. 
Today there are 10 times as many black 
soldiers of fortune being paid to fight in 
Africa. More of their Arab brethren are 
active in Asia, Eastern Europe and the 
Middle East. Many of these fighters 
don't have entrenched religious convic­
tions. Quite a few - including some of 
those fighting today in Chechnya and 
Afghanistan - believe in nothing 
except creating mayhem. 

A handful tower above the rest. Rolf 
Steiner, a German and former French 
Foreign Legionnaire whom I met in 
Biafra called himself "The Last 
Adventurer." He espoused causes, usu-

Author (right) during the brief impasse 
between Colonial rule and the bitter quar­
ter-century-long civil war that followed in 
Angola in 1975. He had briefly joined 
Chipa Esquadrao, a rebel unit opposed to 
the Marxist Luanda government, to get his 
story. His beard wasn't gray then! 
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ally that of the underdog. Steiner 
fought in Algeria, Biafra and finally for 
the same primitive tribes people that 
the Iraqis are bombing in the Sudan. 
There he was captured, put on a very 
public trial in Khartoum and sentenced 
to four years in jail. 

It's instructive that had he not been 
white, Rolf Steiner would probably 
have been shot, as was another of his 
contemporaries, the mercenary psy­
chopath "Colonel" Callan in Angola. In 
his stupidity, Callan, a Cypriot Greek 
whose real name was Costas Georgiou, 
caused the death in an ambush spear­
headed by Cuban regulars, of another 
of my friends , George Bacon. 

My old friend Peter McAleese, as 
tough a Scot as they come, and who has 
seen action on four continents -
including a spell with Britain's 
Parachute Regiment and the SAS -
was fighting for the rebels in north 
Angola at the time. His only regret is 
that he didn't ice Callan when he had 
the chance. As a mere, McAleese has 
been to war in Rhodesia, with the 
South African Defe~ce Force and a cou­
ple of places that he'd rather not talk 
about. His closest brush with destiny 
came when he tried to assassinate 
Colombian drug lord Pablo Escobar. 

Author on ops in the Sierra Leone jungle with Executive Outcomes. At his left is field com­
mander and former SA Airborne Colonel Cobus Claassens. Venter doesn 't usually carry, 
but in the jungle, he felt he couldn 't just wave a press card if somebody came at him out 
of the undergrowth with an AK. 

I had been with McAleese during the 
border war days down south . 
Intelligence had pinpointed a SWAPO 
guerrilla base near the town of 
Cuamato and I asked to be included 
among those who were to make a 
frontal strike on the strongpoint. I was 
attached to his unit for the duration. 
While it was all routine enough and I 
thought it would be a breeze, it turned 
out clifferent. There were two or three 
of our boys killed and a lot more 

wounded. I almost got blown away 
through my own stupidity, but that's 
another story. 

The attack took all morning and we 
had to move forward from one rebel 
trenchline to another, clearing as we 
went. In-between I took cover with the 
rest of the squad with my head down 
because of incoming. Not McAleese. 
Even though they were hurling stuff at 
us all the time, he would strut up and 
down above where we had taken cover, 
prepping us for the next move. 

Utterly fearless and totally in char­
acter, he hurled as many insults as 
orders at us until we were able, finally, 
to take the position. About 50 of the 

Executive Outcomes commander "Pine" Pienaar (in bushhat) at a passing out parade of 
Sierra Leone trainees in 1996. At his right is his sergeant major, and behind are ED NCOs. 
A professional lot, all. 
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enemy were killed , the maJonty of 
them taken out by the gunships. 
McAleese's book No Mean Soldier, pub­
lished by Orion in London a few years 
ago, has put some of that together, with 
many of his other exploits. It's still one 
of the best of the genre. 

Good, Bad, Ugly 
Interestingly, he also lays bare one of 

the reasons why soldiers of fortune 
have got such a bad name. In the book 
he details the catastrophe surrounding 
events leading up to a foiled effort to 
counter Castro's advances into Angola 
in the mid-seventies. It was a disaster. 

A mainly British force - many of 
them without any military training -
were hired by a shady bunch of free­
booters in London, flown to the Congo 
and then immediately shipped across 
the border into Angola's north. There 
they awaited the arrival of one of the 
biggest armored columns seen in Africa 
since the end of World War II. Cuban 
led, the Angolan army gave his north­
ern opposition a thrashing from which 
it has never recovered. 

The results make fo r grim reading 
and were so predictable that you 
wouldn't have found anyone in Las Vegas 
willing to put odds on the outcome. At 
the end of it, nearly half of the 143 mer­
cenaries who originally went into Africa 
from London were either killed, wounded 
or missing. Having failed to acquit them­
selves against govermnent forces, their 
schizoid leaders, headed by Callan, exe-
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cuted 14 of their own. Of those taken 
prisoner by the Angolans, four, includ­
ing the American Danny Gearhart and 
Callan, were executed. 

Of course the media splashed this 
dismal episode worldwide, especially 
the part about mercenaries shooting 
each other. Murray Davies of London's 
Daily Mirror was subsequently taken to 
north Angola where it had all happened 
and he reported "I saw the horror of 
Massacre Valley." 

The way McAleese tells it, the event 
is a textbook version of how not to fight 
freelance wars. He, together with those 
who managed to get back across t11e 
border into the Congo a couple of days 
after the final MPLA thrust, were very 
lucky to be alive. Among them was 
Robin Wright, one of my American col­
leagues from The Los Angeles Times. As 
she told the story, she got out by a 
whisker. Having had enough of Africa, 
Robin went on to write some remark­
able books about Iran. 

Earning a Bad Name - For Everybody 
The mercenary ideal, already wonky 

from excesses committed by South 
African soldiers of fortune fighting for 
5 Commando and others in the Congo, 
has not recovered the almost glamorous 
mystique that these people enjoyed 
before. It also remains one of several 
reasons why Western governments con­
tinue to be opposed to private military 
companies (PMCs) getting involved in 
African - or any other - wars. The 
opportunity for abuse, as one British 
minister put it, predominates. When it 
happens, he said, it was impossible to 
ignore the violence that it inculcated. 
Invariably it was white on black, which, 
in the post-Colonial era, he said, was 
reprehensible and totally indefensible. 

Looking at some of the events sur­
rounding the Angolan tragedy, it's diffi­
cult to argue against that logic. 

Yet, there are some war dogs of dis­
tinction, and if we don't like what they 
do, we cannot help admiring their 
verve. The most notable individual in 
the profession of hired guns must sure­
ly be Bob Denard, a Frenchman who has 
made a career of involving himself in 
trouble spots that have included Togo, 
Chad, Biafra, Angola, Mobutu Sese 
Seko's Congo and five or six others. 

Finally, he and a small band of 40 
"volunteers" sailed all the way from 
France and, by force, took possession 
of an Indian Ocean archipelago. The 
miracle is that the old rust bucket 
they sailed in made it: They went 
around a stormy Cape of Good Hope. 
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The re.st is history. 
Having killed the local demagogue, 

who, in any event, was mad - one of 
his last public declarations was that his 
people should pray to him and not 
Allah - Denard declared himself boss. 
Sensitive to public opinion, and to 
appease local sentiment in this 
staunchly Muslim island state, he 
quickly converted to Islam. Not long 
afterward he married one of the local 
beauties and raised a family. Finally, 
after the French Navy drove him out, he 
took refuge in South Africa before 
returning to France to stand trial. 

I visited Denard on Grande 
Comores at his lovely villa on the north 
of the main island while he was still in 
power. I'd intended to make a televi-

English-speaking world. Unfortunately, 
I couldn't help. 

One of the first questions I'm usual­
ly asked when I speak about Denard -
the archetypical mercenary - is what 
was he like? Was he really ilie fire-eater 
that so many of his enemies (and some 
of his friends) said he was? Did he eat 
babies for breakfast, as one asinine 
breakfast-show host once asked, not 
entirely tongue-in-cheek? 

Classier Classics 
I'd like to think that the answer sits, 

in part, with another of the old warriors 
of an age of which, I fear, we have seen 
the last. That man is Ron Reid-Daly -
Uncle Ron to his friends - the original 
founder-commander of Rhodesia 's 

Arch War Dog Peter MacAleese (seen here, wearing British Airborne smock) as he clears 
bunker during operation in South Angola. He went on to fight drug barons in Colombia, 
probably on behalf of the Company. 

sion documentary about the place, but 
that was impossible without his bless­
ing. So I sought the help of another of 
his old buddies, former submarine 
llotilla commander Rear Admiral Theo 
Honiball, who had gotten to know the 
old man in France while taking delivery 
of a squadron of Daphne subs for the 
South African Navy. 

As things work in this shadowy 
world of spooks and favors, Theo oblig­
ed and wrote a letter of introduction, 
which I presented to Denard's office the 
morning after my arrival in Moroni, the 
Comorian capital. Though the hawk­
eyed Frenchman was skeptical to begin 
with, I was warmly welcomed once for­
malities had been cleared. We became 
friends afterward and he even 
approached me later in Johannesburg in 
a bid to have his story published in the 

Selous Scouts, which, in its day, was 
one of the finest combat units in any 
man's army. Interestingly, their roots 
within their respective military estab­
lishments go deep, Denard with the 
French and Reid-Daly, who served with 
enough distinction in Britain's SAS in 
Malaya to be awarded a medal by the 
Queen. There aren't many rebels who 
can sport an MBE. 

ln many respects the two men are a 
lot alike, iliough "Uncle Ron" would 
offer you a feisty "bunch of fives" if you 
were to call him a mere. Both men had 
outstanding military careers, both share 
an encyclopedic lmowledge of history 
and they are also gentlemen in the tradi­
tional mold. Whenever my wife entered 
the room, they would get up until she 
was seated. Also they've kept themselves 
astonishingly fit , well into old age. 
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More important, perhaps, both 
Denard and Reid-Daly clearly compre­
hended the dynamics of conflict: They 
understood the men under their com­
mand, which made them the leaders 
they were. They could ask them to do 
anything, and when push became 
shove, they did so. In brief, these two 
old war-horses stood out in the crowd. 
Even their enemies would sometimes 
defer to them. 

Reid-Daly went on to command the 
armed forces of South Africa's now 
defunct Transkei Government. His sec­
ond-in command in Umtata, interesting­
ly, was an American Vietnam vet by the 
name of Bob MacKenzie who, as the 
first white commander of a Sierra Leone 
combat group since the end of World 

War II, was later killed in Sierra Leone. 
In the world of the international 

"hired gun," there have been some sub­
stantial changes, not all of them savory. 
When: there were governments before 
(or dissidents, wishing to replace the 
established status quo) the playing 
fields now include tyrants like Charles 
Taylor who rules Liberia. None of the 
horrific excesses that happened in 
Sierra Leone over the past decade could 
have taken place without his say-so. 

A late UN report points to this despot 
as having hired Libyan, Ukrainian and 
South African mercenaries, together 
with regular soldiers from half-a-dozen 
African states to foster revolt across the 
border. The CNN television network in 
their remarkable documentary Cry 
Freetown pulled few punches when they 
showed us what the rebels were capable 
of. One of their favorite pastimes was 
laying bets on whether a boy or a girl 
would fall out when they gutted preg­
nant women. 

foture Fore casts Not All Wholesome 
So, too, in Colombia where South 

American drug barons have mustered 
squads of mercenaries to achieve para­
military objectives. Indeed, according 
to a 70-page CIA report released in 
December, 2000 and titled Global 
Trends 2015, international affairs are 
likely to be increasingly determined by 
large and powerful organizations rather 
than governments, especially in the 
Third World. 

Langley reckons that these could 
involve alliances between the most influ­
ential crime groups such as the Mafia 
and Chinese triads. The use of merce­
naries is implicit in the muscle needed 
to implement these policies. The agency 
adds that their income will come from 
narcotics, alien smuggling, toxic materi­
als and hazardous waste smuggling, illic­
it arms, military technologies etc. 

The contemporary mercenary of the 
new millennium is sometimes a very 
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(above) Justice Sierra Leone street style! 
After being shot, a man is hacked to 
pieces. (left) Flashback to meres in the 
Rhodesian War: American mercenary Dave 
McGrady (with M16) during the '70s: He 
headhunted gooks in Matabe/eland tor 
more than a year. 

different animal from the ones who 
went before. 

Some of the Serbs and Croats we 
encountered in the Congo were little 
more than thugs. Their military back­
ground was often rudimentary. Not a 
few were outspoken racists who insult­
ed black officers and men alike, irre­
spective of the fact that they were the 
ones signing their checks each month. 

What this does show is that even 
after almost half a century since the first 
of the black states was granted indepen­
dence by va1ious colonial powers, the 
white man in Africa today can still get 
away with a lot that he wouldn't consid­
er trying elsewhere. This is one of the 
reasons why these people stay. Another 
is that the money invariably is good. 

While Executive Outcomes (EO) 
was active in Sierra Leone and Angola, 
the men on the ground could expect to 
earn $1 ,000 a month or more. The aver­
age (white) field commander took 
home about $3,000 tax-free. White 
troops generally, were getting two to 
three times as much as their African 
counterparts and when asked about 
this disparity, their officers would 
answer that it was still five times what 
the African troops could achieve back 
home - if they could get a job! 

While with EO, this tough bunch of 
bush fighters - people like former 
Reece Commander Hennie Blaauw, for-

Continued on page 86 
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BARRETT'S ULTIMATE 

M99 . 50 Caliber - Long Range "Big Shot" 

Text & Photos b~ Peter G. Hok~lis 

ifty caliber rifles, both semiautomatic and bolt-action types, have 
certainly achieved a small, but significant degree of prominence in 
recent years in some highly specialized arenas. When the .50 cal­
iber Browning heavy machine gun and its ammunition were devel­
oped during and shortly after World War I, the only perceived 
applications were · for aircraft and against armored vehicles. 

However, in the interim between the two world wars advances in vehicle 
armor far outstripped the ability to design man-portable antitank guns to 
defeat them. By the beginning of World War II even 20mm antitank guns 
proved to be ineffective. But, the superb .50 caliber cartridge has lived on 
in john Browning's truly great heavy machine gun. 



At 25 pounds, empty, the Barrett M99 is 
relatively lightweight by .50-ca/iber rifle 
standards. 

iber prec1s10n rifles and ammumtlon 
capable of some rather astounding long­
range accuracy. 

In recent years .50 caliber rifles, 
while completely ineffective against 
modern armor, have been used by the 
m:ilitary principally for EOD 
(Explosive Ordnance Disposal). There 
have also been some special opera­
tions applications, as groups like Delta 
and the SEALs almost always get 
whatever toys they want. Legitimate 
law-enforcement applications foF this 

caliber are, in my opinion, few and far 
between. While the Makah Indian tribe 
recently employed a .50 caliber rifle in 
the first legal killing of a gray wha1e in 
American waters in nearly 75 years, the 
predominant civilian use for these rifles 
has been by a relatively small group of 
target shooters who pop paper at a 
range of 1,000 yards and more. This has 
resulted in the development of .50 cal-

Soldier Of Fortune recently obtained 
a .50 caliber precision rifle from Barrett 
Firearms Manufacturing, Inc. (Dept. 
SOF, P.O. Box 1077, Murfreesboro, TN 
37133-1077; phone: 615-896-2938; fax: 
615-896-7313; website www.barrettri­
fles.com; e-mail: mail@ban:ettrililes.com) 
for test and evaluation. Ronnie Barrett 
is a highly respected pioneer in the .50 
caliber rifle arena. I can remember clear­
ly Ronnie, a former professional pho­
tographer, personally demonstrating his 
first .50 caliber rifle, the semiautomatic 
Model 82 in 1985 at the Soldier Of 
Fortune Convention in Las Vegas, 
Nevada. Somewhat modifil~d this quick­
ly became the Model 82Al and was 
adopted by ~he U.S. military forces. 

The Barrett Model 99, called the 
"Big Shot," weighs only 25 pounds 
(ll.4 kg), empty. I say "only" because a 
decade ago I can remember shooting 
another single-shot .50 caliber bolt-

History of the .50 Caliber BMC Cartridge 
In April 1918, the U.S. War Department received an 

urgent cable from the commanding officer of the American 
Expeditionary Forces, General John]. Pershing, requesting 
the development of a high-power, large-caliber machine gun 
and ammunition, intended initially for aircraft use. Pershing 
was keenly aware that the British and French had made 
rapid strides in raising their machine-gun calibers from .303 
and 8mm Lebel, respectively, to .50 caliber and larger. 

Winchester sent a dummy round to John Browning at 
the Colt factory to use in his development of the gun, which 
was to retain all of the salient mechanical features of the .30 
caliber Ml917 water-cooled machine gun, but scaled-up 
and beefed-up to withstand the increased pressures. On 15 
October 1918, the first .50 caliber machine gun was ready 
for trials at the proving ground. On its initial attempt 877 
rounds were fired in bursts of 100 to 150 rounds each. The 
total time spent on this project by John Browning, from con­
ception to successful firing, was little more than a year. 

The development of the .50 caliber cartridge was not so 
straightforward and a great deal of confusion exists to this 
day concerning its early history. General Pershing had 
specified that the bullet was to weigh no less than 670 
grains with a muzzle velocity of at least 2, 700 fps. 

Winchester Repeating Arms Co. was requested to devel­
op a round that would be suitable for both machine-gun 

and antitank use. By May of 1918 a .50 caliber rimmed bot­
tleneck case was designed and both 508 and 707 grain bul­
lets tested. It was no coincidence that Winchester was con­
currently developing an antitank rifle for which a rimmed 
case would be ideal. However, by June 1918, a rimless car­
tridge case was developed to replace the rimmed case, as U.S. 
Ordnance thought it would function better in Browning's 
machine gun. An attempt to shorten the case was abandoned 
and on 1 October 1918 a supposed final form of the .50 cal­
iber BMG round was confirmed. 

However, for unknown reasons Frankford Arsenal decid­
ed in early 1919 to redesign the Winchester round using the 
German 13mm antitank cartridge as a basis. The result was 
a bottleneck, semi-rimmed case with a longer and heavier 
(800 grains) bullet. It was rejected and the Ordnance Office 
directed Frankford Arsenal to develop a rimless cartridge. By 
May 1919 this was accomplished by essentially scaling up 
the Model 1906 .30 caliber cartridge case. More or less in this 
form the .50 caliber BMG cartridge has lived on to become 
the finest heavy machine gun round ever fielded. 

Over the years, bullet weights have varied from about 690 
to 750 grains (with a steel core). By 1940, the muzzle veloc­
ity had been set at 2, 700 fps , when fired through a 36-inch 
barrel. Bullet types have included ball, armor-piercing, 
armor-piercing incendiary tracer (APIT), tracer, incendiary 



action behemoth that tipped the scales 
at more than 48 pounds. Overall length 
is 50.4 inches (1300 mm). The barrel is 
33 inches (840 mm) in length. It has 
eight grooves and a right-hand twist of 
one turn in 15 inches. The muzzle 
brake is that used on other Barrett .50 
caliber rifles , including the USMC's 
M82A3 and the U.S. Army's XM107 
(known as the 95M on the civilian and 
international marketplaces). This pro­
prietary device has demonstrated in 
quantitative studies an incredible 
reduction in recoil of 69%. 

The M99 receiver body is an alu­
minum extrusion with an integral Mil­
Standard 1913 scope base. The bolt 
extension, also an aluminum-alloy 
extrusion, has been welded to the alu­
minum buttplate, which is a casting. 
These components have been hard-coat 
anodized. The buttpad, which I fouud 
to be truly effective in absorbing the 
recoil impulse, has been made from a 
high energy absorbing elastomer called 
"Sorbo thane." 

Fired from the bench the Barrett M99 produced % MOA groups at 200 yards using match­
grade ammo from Arizona Ammunition, Inc. 

The bolt mechanism on this rifle is 
not the conventional "shell holder" 
type as found on most single-shot .50 
caliber rifles. The three modified but-

tress-thread-style locking lugs used on 
the M99 bolt are designed to withstand 
the high loads developed by .SO-caliber 
ammunition (the bolt literally moves 
forward during the locking motion) 
then to also provide a mechanical 
advantage during unlocking so that pri­
mary extraction occurs. Buttress 
threads are commonly encountered on 

power screws like those found in 
automotive jacks and milling 
machines, but this is a clever and 
innovative application. 

The M99 rifle cocks when the bolt 
is lifted upward. The pistol grip is that 
of the Ml6 series and was in fact man­
ufactured by Lone Star Ordnance in 
San Antonio, Texas. rhe safety lever, 

and blank. Experimental types have included canister (shot) , 
frangible, flash , high-explosive and lachrymatory (the explo­
sive PETN and a small charge of tear gas). 

The .50 caliber Browning heavy machine gun remains in ser­
vice today with the U.S. Army. It will be found on the turret of 
the Ml Abrams main battle tank and on MBTs and armored 
fighting vehicles throughout the world. Its metric equivalent is 
12. 7x99mm. It is every bit the equal of the Russian 
12.7xl08mm round developed for the DShK M38 heavy 
machine gun. In recent years special purpose ammunition, such 
as the Norwegian Raufoss - which has a bullet filled with a 
hard core and RDX explosive, have extended both the life and 
applications of this venerable battle-proven cartridge. 

Rifles chambered for the .50 caliber BMG cartridge have 
gained prominence in two applications in recent years . Ever 
since Desert Storm the U.S. military has employed .50 cal­
iber rifles , both bolt-action and semiautomatic, principally 
for EOD (Explosive Ordnance Disposal) in mine fields, 
although there have been minor applications for deployment 
against light-skinned vehicles and radar and communica­
tions installations. 

Long-range target-shooting with .50 caliber rifles, mostly 
bolt-action types, has become increasingly popular with civil­
ian competitors. This requires ammunition designed specifi­
cally for target shooting, as military-issue machine gun 
ammunition cannot come even close to matching the accura­
cy potential of these rifles. 

All ammunition used in SOF's test and evaluation of the 
Barrett Model 99 rifle was provided by Arizona Ammunition, 
Inc. (Dept. SOF, 21421 North 14th Avenue, Phoenix, AZ 
85027; phone: 623-516-9004; fax: 623-516-9012; website: 

www.azammo.com or www.arizonaammunition.com), 
whose reputation in the field of custom long-range target 
ammunition is unexcelled. 

The lot we tested was headstamped "PSD 96" (indicating 
manufacture by PMC - Poongsan Metal Corporation - in 
South Korea) and loaded with a moly-coated Hornady 750-
grain A-MAX boat-tail bullet. This superb bullet features an 
aluminum tip, copper jacket and lead core. Referred to as a 
VLD (Very Low Drag) type, it starts to stabilize at between 
200 and 300 yards. The U.S. Army has been using the 
Hornady 750-grain A-MAX at ranges out to 2,500 yards. For 
further information contact Hornady Manufacturing 
Company (Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 1848, Grand Island, NE 
68803; phone: 308-382-1390; fax: 308-382-5761; website: 
www.hornady.com) . The average muzzle velocity was 
2,800 fps. Be advised that rifle bores through which moly­
coated bullets are fired require special chemical cleaning 
procedures. Never use a bronze or steel bore brush. It will 
only remove the molybdenum disulfide coating. 

Match-grade .50 caliber ammo from Arizona 
Ammunition also features hand-weighed powder charges, 
neck straightening of each case, special low-drag case 
chamfering, cases trimmed to the length required for a spe­
cific model rifle, deburred flash holes, and recut and 
squared primer pockets. Loaded ammunition is spot­
checked for trueness and field tested for "rifle-specific" 
accuracy. You cannot purchase finer or more accurate .50 
caliber ammunition and it is in service with law enforce­
ment agencies throughout the country and deployed wide­
ly by the U.S. special operations community. 



also that of the Ml6, and located on the 
left side of the trigger housing, cannot 
be manipulated unless the weapon is 
cocked. The trigger housing itself, a 
steel casting with a large integral trigger 
guard, features an exceptionally wide 
and unserrated trigger. Trigger-pull 
weight on SOF's test specimen is an 
exceptionally crisp 5.0 pounds. 

The Barrett bipod, mounted to the 
front end of the receiver, has been 

derived from that of the M60 GPMG. In 
fact , early Model 82 Barrett rifles were 
equipped with M60 bipods . Its 
adjustable legs permit the command 
height (the distance from the ground to 
the center line of the barrel's axis) to be 
varied from 8.5 to 12 inches. The bipod 
can be rotated approximately 30 
degrees in either direction. It can be 
folded either rearward under the 
receiver or forward under the barrel. 

The bipod is held in place by an alu­
minum pin (which also serves as the 
bipod's axis pin) with a spring-loaded 
detent ball at one end and a pull ring at 
the other. 

Three other similar pins hold the 
rifle's main groups together. 
Disassembly is relatively simple. Rest 
the rifle on its bipod and butt. Draw the 
bolt to the rear and make sure the 
chamber is empty. Remove the two rear 

.so-cauber Optics 
Our .50 caliber Barrett M99 "Big Shot" rifle was 

equipped witl1 the Barrett Model 32 10X42mm Mil-dot 
Scope. Loaded with innovative features, this piece of high­
quality glass was designed specifically for the .SO-caliber 
cartridge. 

Tube diameter is 32mm. A 32mm tube has more than 
30% the cross-sectional area inside the tube than most 1-
inch tubes. Once this additional area is available, the 
erector tube inside the scope body (which carries all 
lenses except the ocular and objective lenses) and its 
lenses can be increased in size to transmit more light and 
thus yield greater resolution and a brighter image. 
Furthermore, this heavy 32mm housing is more shock­
resistant than any 1-inch tube. 

The Barrett Model 32 scope is equipped with an illumi­
nated reticle. The color red was chosen as it has the least 
effect on the operator's night vision capability. A knob 
directly in front of the ocular provides adjustment of the 
light intensity, with settings from 'l' (minimum) to '11' 
(maximum). The lowest power setting that will sufficient­
ly illuminate the reticle pattern should be used. To tum off 
the illuminator rotate the knob to the red 'O' position. 

There is a range focus knob on the left side of the scope 
than can be used to fine-tune the scope's focus at various 
ranges. There is also a unique level indicator ball at the top 
of the reticle pattern that's used to keep the rifle and scope 
perfectly vertical and prevent the reticle pattern from cant­
ing to the right or left. 

This scope is equipped with a mil-dot reticle pattern. 
Mil-dots were developed by the USMC in the late 1970s to 
assist Marine Corps snipers in estimating distances. It is 
now the standard reticle pattern with all branches of the 
U.S. Armed Forces. The term "mil-dot" comes from "mil" 
- a unit of angular measurement used in artillery and 
machine gunnery and equal to 1/6400 of a complete revo­
lution - and the fact that the dots are spaced in 1-mil 
increments on the crosshairs. It should be made clear that 
the dots themselves are not measured in mil increments, 
but rather in increments of MOA. In this particular 
instance, the dots are actually a 1/4 mil in diameter (slight­
ly longer than 3/4 MOA). In any event, the distance 
between the dots is 3/4 mil and the center-to-center dis­
tance between them is exactly 1 mil (3.438 MOA) as is the 
distance from the top (or bottom) of one dot to the top (or 
bottom) of the dot above or below (or to the right or left). 

The Barrett Model 32 10X42mm Mil-dot Scope is loaded with 
innovative features and was designed specifically tor the .50-
caliber cartridge. 

The thin inner lines of the reticle pattern measure 0.1 MOA 
in thickness. There are also four thick posts at the edges of 
the field of view. They are 1.0 MOA thick. It is important 
to note that this scope's mil-dot reticle was calibrated to be 
used at lOX magnification only. 

The formula for using the mil-dot 
system is: 

(Height or width of target (in yards) X 1,000) I Height or 
width of target (in mils) = Distance (in yards) 

This scope's elevation adjustment knob has been 
designed to serve as a BDC (Bullet Drop Compensator) for 
.SO-caliber ammunition. It permits fairly rapid changes in 
elevation adjustment for ranges from 100 to 2,000 meters. 
There are eight adjustable rings on the knob marked with 
reference ranges. As the knob is capable of seven complete 
rotations, a color-coded TRI (Turn Reference Indicator) 
keeps track of the rotations to assure that the operator dials 
in the correct range. The rings have been factory preset for 
.SO-caliber ammunition, but can be operator-adjusted and 
line-tuned for applications with custom ammunition such 
as the match-grade ammo from Arizona Ammunition. Each 
click of rotation of the windage knob, located on the right 
side of the tube, will move the point of impact '/, MOA to 
either the right or left. 

With a suggested retail price of $1,150, including the 
rings, this is an excellent scope for work with the .SO-cal­
iber cartridge. I would, however, like to see a model with 
higher power that lOX. When shooting at ranges out to 
2,000 meters we need all the magnification we can get, at 
least 16X and even better up to 30X. 

-P.G.K. 
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retaining pins and the pin in front of 
the trigger housing. Remove the entire 
trigger assembly by pulling it down­
ward and out of the receiver well. Pull 
the buttplate group to the rear and 
away from the receiver. Grasp the bolt 
handle and rotate it upward until the 
bolt group can be withdrawn from the 
cartridge feed and ejection port. Pull 
the bipod's retention pin forward to 
remove the bipod from the receiver. 

The bolt group can be easily disas­
sembled for cleaning and lubrication. 
Insert one of the rifle's retention pins 
into the hole in cocking piece's shroud. 
Unscrew the cocking piece and spring­
loaded firing pin assembly by turning 
them counterclockwise and out of the 
bolt body. Never remove the retention 
pin from the cocking piece shroud 
while the cocking piece and firing pin 
are out of the bolt. The firing pin 
spring is under heavy load and serious 
injury might occur if the pin is 
removed before these components are 
reassembled in the bolt body. To 
reassemble , screw the cocking piece 
shroud assemble back into the bolt 
until it stops against the bolt's rear 
face. Remove the pin used for disas­
sembly and rotate the cocking piece 
shroud in a counterclockwise direction 
until you hear a click, which should be 
no more than a 1/8 turn, maximum. At 
this point the three buttress-threaded 
locking lugs on the bolt body will be 
aligned with the three matching lugs 
on the cocking piece shroud. 

Our test and evaluation of the 
Barrett M99 "Big Shot" resulted in 
some outstanding accuracy. One mem­
ber of the three-man SOF test staff fired 
several . 75 MOA groups with this rifle 
at 200 yards (when the bullet is just 
starting to stabilize) using match-grade 
ammo from Arizona Ammunition 
loaded with the Hornady 750-grain A­
MAX boat-tail bullet. It doesn't get any 
better than this. 

More than manageable, the recoil 
repulse bothered no one on the test 
staff when fired either from a shooting 
bench (which will usually generate the 
stiffest thump) or from the prone posi­
tion on the ground. Both the Barrett 
muzzle brake and Sorbothane buttpad 
proved to be an effective combination 
in taming the intimidating the .SO-cal­
iber round. 

Barrett's M99 "Big Shot" is the most 
pleasant .SO-caliber rifle I have ever 
fired . Incredibly accurate and reason­
ably priced, it's the best buy of all the 
big boomers. Complete with the bipod, 
the suggested retail price is $3,000. ~ 

BARRETT M99 
SPECIFICATIONS 

Caliber: .SO BMG (I 2.7x99mm). 

Operation: Bolt-action; equipped with three modified buttress-thread-style locking 
lugs. Cocks on opening. Not a shell holder type. M 16-style safety lever 
cannot be manipulated unless the weapon is cocked. 

Weight, empty: 2S pounds ( 11.4 kg). 

Length, overall: S4.5 inches. 

Barrel: Eight-groove bore with right-hand twist of one turn in IS inches. 
Equipped with a highly effident muzzle brake. 

Barrel length: 33 inches (840 mm). 
Feed mechanism: Single-shot 

Optical sight: Barrett Model 32 IOX42mm Mil-dot scope with 32mm tube, illuminated 
reticle with adjustable intensity, range focus knob, unique level indicator 
ball, elevation adjustment knob has been designed to serve as a BDC 
(Bullet Drop Compensator) for .SO-caliber ammunition. 

Furniture: Buttpad made from a high energy absorbing elastomer called 
"Sorbothane." 

Finish: Black hard-coat anodized. 

Price: M99 rifle with bipod: $3,000; M32 scope and rings:$ I, I SO. 

Manufacturer: Barrett Firearms Manufacturing, Inc., Dept SOF, P.O. Box I 077, 
Murfreesboro, TN 37133-1077; phoAe: 6 I S-896-2938; fax: 6 I S-896-7313; 
website www.barrettrifles.com; e-mail: mail@barrettrifles.com. 

Ammunition: Arizona Ammunition, Inc., Dept SOF, 21421 North 14th Avenue, 
Phoenix, AZ 8S027; phene: 623-S 16-9004; fax: 623-S 16-9012; website: 
www.azammo.com or www.arizonaammunition.com. 

Hornady Manufacturing Company (Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 1848, Grand 
Island, NE 68803; phone: 308-382-1390; fax: 308-382-S76 I; website: 
www.hornady.com ). 

T&E summary: State-of-the-art .SO caliber tum-bolt; relatively lightweight; recoil impulse 
substantially moderated by truly effective muzzle brake; amazing ){ MOA 
accuracy with match-grade ammunition; reasonably priced. 

Barrett M99 .50-caliber rifle, fieldstripped. 
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Ukrainian Military 
Carries Military 
Tourism to Its 
Logical Extreme 
BY FRANK HOPKINS 

62 

Uncle Samovich Wants You. 
The smooth-looking Fraulein in the tight Levis slams a magazine into 

her AK and dumps it full-auto into the target. At the end of this leonine 
exercise she peers downrange for a moment, then hands back the weapon 
with a nervous giggle. A spectacled, diminutive Taiwanese businessman 
has the steering on his T-72 tank in a death grip, intent on the trail ahead 
and oblivious to the roar of the 1,200 HP diesel engine as he maneuvers at 
high speed toward the Fulda Gap. Reaching a preselected firing point, he 
leaps from the driver's seat to the gunner's position, watches his assistant 
load, and sends a round screaming down-range. 

Greenpeace on steroids? No, the latest opportunities for tourists who 
have, to go play with the latest high-tech toys of those who have not, in this 
case Cowboy Action Shooting with the latest in high-tech weaponry at the 
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810 square miles of Desna military 
base 4 3 miles north of Kiev. Some 14 
other active-duty bases and training 
areas in the Ukraine are also now open 
for tourists on a pay-for-play basis. 

Military Tourism in other forms is 
not new. Throughout military history, 
hardcore adventurers or dedicated 
zealots have grabbed a weapon and vol­
unteered to go fight for their cause of 
choice, from the Crusades, to various 
brigades in the Spanish Civil War, to 
the innumerable wars in Africa and 
recent events in the Balkans. They 

{left} To the sage who claimed that men 
never grow up, their toys just get bigger -
we ask, "Well, whaddaya think of this for a 
toy?" Drive a T-54/55 and even fire a round 
for a few hundred bucks. {below) Alaris 
Travel Agency, in cooperation with the 
Ukraine Ministry of Defense, will let you 
and other we/I-heeled tourists join the 
Walter Mitty Militia for a day - longer if 
you can afford it - while they graciously 
share their playthings from tanks to planes 
to small arms. 

either did it for the cause, or for the 
adrenaline. Today, you can pay your 
money and take your choice of adrena­
line playing Army, or just playing with 
Army toys. What you play and what 
you pay depends on your level of 
financing, curiosity or need for big toys 
with big noise. You do not need a cause 
or dedication, only curiosity and cash, 
and you can go home any time. 

The Chinese PLA invented this 
genre of military tourism a few years 
back, as a guise to separate Japanese 
tourists who had a yen for shooting -
pun intended - but were unable to at 
home because of prohibitive Japanese 
gun laws. For a fee , the PLA offered the 
chance to fire various small arms in the 
security of a PLA base, if you happened 
to be in China on a tour. 

The Ukrainians, however, have 
upped the ante considerably with trav­
elers' packages that include tours not 
only of the local tank range or fighter 
base, but very nice accommodations, 
side tours of myriad historical sites, or 
efforts to have the tourist live in the 
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woods and really get the feel of what it 
is like to be a Ukrainian soldier - or a 
jet jockey as you tumble through the air 
in a MiG-29. 

Good Morning, Private Enterprise 
Pay for it is the operative term here. 

like all tourist enterprises, the 
Ukrainian military efforts are aimed at 
providing a thrill and charging for it: 
Not capitalism run amok, just a prag­
matic way for a cash-strapped country 
to garner funds to support its 400,000-
man military machine - and not inci­
dentally to provide a venue to showcase 
its strongly capable but only moderate­
ly successful modern arms export 
industry. 

Keeping a standing army is an 
expensive proposition, as the Red 
Chinese found out. In the old days, 
before the rest of the world was watch­
ing whatever one does, to keep a 
standing army was usually facilitated 
by pillage of the locals - considered 
tacky at best by today's standards. 
What the Chinese government did was 
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give the People's Liberation Army free 
rein to go into business where they 
could, to raise money to support them­
selves . Being in a monopolistic posi­
tion as far as controlling the infra­
structure is concerned, the PLA now 
owns the bulk of the utilities, trans­
portation, communications and ship­
ping industries in Mainland China -

plus the lion's share of choice manu­
facturing and other business opportu­
nities . But they only nibbled around 
the edges of the potential plum of 
milking Walter Mitty: The Ukrainians , 
a warm people who have always been 
excellent hosts - even, heh, heh, to 
the invading Germans - are develop­
ing this theme to its logical extreme. 

(above) Come fly with me - for a price. Various 
flight packages are available in this MiG-29, from a 
peaceful cruise around the aerodrome to heart-stop­
ping aerobatics. (inset) Just when we thought the jet­
set was passe, the Ukrainians bring it to a whole new 
level with buy-some-fly in an air-superiority Su-27. 

After a physical and psychological check­
up, you can hot-rod around in an Mi-8 
Hip. If you demand a higher pucker factor, 
they'll even kill both engines and make a 
dead-stick landing. (right) Ukrain ian 
officer at Desna coaches tourist in the 
fine art of clearing a traffic jam without 
breaking a nail. 

64 www.sofmag.com • SOLDIER OF FORTUNE ',9i(' MAY 2001 



Traveling on the Ukrainian Plan is Military lite. Most of 
the excitement, half the adrenaline and none of the danger 
of firing a T-72 when an Abrams might return a kinetic 
round up your nose, or screaming through the air in a MiG-
29 when you know no one lurks in the bushes with a 
Stinger. And if your tastes are eclectic enough to transcend. 
pure noise and cordite, tours are also offered for hiking, 
mountain tourism, bike tours and "voyages" that extend to 
the surrounding environs and military resorts, where there 
is a wealth of well-preserved history, unrummaged by 
Westerners for several generations. This diversity is also an 
excellent marketing ploy, considering the proclivity of some 
spouses and significant others to want to go along. As in, 
"Hey, Babe, we'll have a wonderful time. Just listen for my 
sonic boom when you're touring that castle .... " 

The Garden Of A Thousand Delights 
With the typical European flair for offering an ii la carte 

menu that tempts at every turn, when you pays your money 
and takes your choice with the Ukrainian Ministry of 
Defense Tourism and Excursions Department, the options 
are wide open. Although at the end of the Cold War, Ukraine 
was the world's third largest nuclear power, we regret that 
pursuant to a 1994 agreement between the Ukraine, Russia 

and the USA, by June of 1996 the Ukraine had become a 
nuclear-free state. No doubt their catastrophic experience 
with the Russian nuclear reactor at Chernobyl predisposed 
the Ukrainians to shed everything that glows in the dark, 
but at any rate don't count on firing a nuke from Desna. 

But just about anything else is for rent, from assault 
rifles to heavy artillery. From sniper rifles to supersonic 
jets. From grenade launchers to armored personnel carri­
ers. From machine guns to main battle tanks. From regu­
larly scheduled package tours in the scenic resorts of 
Kichkine, Primorsk or Sevastopol, to bunking in the field 
with the grunts or back-seating in a state-of-the-art air-supe­
riority fighter, the choice is yours. 

Where did this idea come from? One might suspect that 
some hard-strapped official was mulling over our admis­
sion that the Communist Party, USA would never have sur­
vived had it not been for the generous cadre of FBI infiltra­
tors, and decided they could at least break even on this 
whole enterprise if no more than all interested Western 
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HOOPS, HASSlES AND HAZARDS 
Getting Around In Eastern Europe 

Today, the ease, cost and safety of travel among the 
states of the former Warsaw Pact - and the demeanor of 
the locals - is directly proportional to how long that par­
ticular state was under the heels of the communists. 

Travel through the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Hungary, 
Poland and so forth is now cheap, efficient, reasonably safe 
and quite enjoyable. Because these countries had an insti­
tutional memory to fall back on when the people finally 
got the communists circling the drain for the final flush, 
they already knew what to do to rejoin the 20th Century, 
and immediately set about - within constraints of social­
ist-damaged economies - getting it together. In a few 
scant years they were right on track for tourism with good 
infrastructure and a traditional hospitality. In any country 
blessed with a less than robust economy - and a floating 
population whose tradition is petty crime - the pick­
pockets, pilferers and now credit-card scammers are an 
irritation, but still less than in New York City and not a 
problem for any aware tourist. 

The countries of the former Soviet Union, however, are 
another story. By and large the institutionalized corruption 
of communism has been replaced by the regular system, 
where individual politicians are on the take and petty offi­
cials often have their hand out. Add to that the strongly lin­
gering psychosis of having control freaks in charge for the 
better part of a century, and these countries still are saddled 
with petty bureaucrats whose only function is to make life 
miSerable and enforce meaningless regulations with a fervor 
that justifies their paltry paycheck. 

Regi;etfully, the Ukraine is not an exception, and travel 
there is literally a rocky road not traveled at night, and the 
paperwork is the usual socialist series of hoops and 
"Mother-may-I" drills. But this writer doesn't fault them 
for this, as it is all they know. And since you are the tourist 
it behooves you to go by their rules. You can anticipate 
minimal hassle if you do. 

Hoops 
We should outline some of the hoops - fortunately 

none of them flaming - you should anticipate jumping for 
travel to or in the Ukraine. If you had occasion to travel 
around the Warsaw Pact in the old days, none of these will 
be a surprise. 

Travel within Ukraine is unrestricted, but to get in you 
will need a passport and visa. If you live in a country with a 
Ukrainian embassy or consulate, you must get your visa 
before you leave (which you can readily do by mail); if you 
are from a country without such Ukrainian offices, you can 
get a visa at the airport or at border crossings. To qualify for 
a visa, you will need a letter of invitation from a person, com­
pany or organization in the Ukraine. For more details on the 
visa application process, check out the Ukrainian web site at 
http://www.ukremb.com/confr 1.htm. Only a minor hassle, 
but something you must take care of before you g6 . . 

· All auslanaers visiting the Ukraine, e~cept those staying 
less than three days and those under 18, are required to reg­
ister their passports with local law-enforcement authorities: 

Continued on page 67 
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intelligence agencies sent their spies 
through the resort to glean what they 
could. But in reality, the market came to 
them, and like all good capitalists, they 
seized the moment in the best Horatio 
Alger fashion. 

This unusual departure in military 
financing was foreshadowed back in 
1999, when military health centers 
were considered for foreign tourists. 
Colonel Oleksandr Drofa, chief of the 
Tourism and Excursions Department, 
told the Ukrainian newspaper The Day 
that at the "Ukraine-99" international 
tourist fair held in Kiev, a number of 
tour agents said they had customers 
who were interested in "bare-knuckle" 
tourism. They wanted to spend holi­
days at the Ukrainian military health 
centers, and even play Rambo: para­
chute jumps, joyriding the Black Sea in 
official patrol boats, touring under­
ground submarine repair facilities, div­
ing in Ukrainian naval submersibles 
and so on. Drofa noted to The Day that 
"it is no problem offering such experi­
ences: The problem is to live and devel­
op in the bare-knuckles conditions of 
our state. For the military as well as 
civilians are ... being stifled by taxes ... 
military bases are registered as state­
run enterprises and have to pay taxes." 

So, late in 1999, "energetic" people, 
including foreigners, were offered holi­
days that included hiking, moun­
taineering, bike racing, watersports and 
competitions and rafting. Although 
some tourists wanted to participate 

The Locals Are Friendly 
In many parts of Central and Eastern Europe the transport net is still a lit­

tle threadbare, but any inconveniences of travel are more than compensated 
by the warm reception that folks extend to well,behaved tourists. 

Sub~le differences in custom can be important, however. The Yankee abil­
ity to laugh at ourselves and our faux pas, never at the perceived eccentrici­
ties of our hosts, is a helpful antidote to unintended offense, but it's good to 
know beforehand the few things most Westerners would never think of, that 
can be offensive to a Ukrainian. 

For instance, never shake hands across the threshold of a house: It is con­
sidered very bad luck. Shake hands inside or outside, and remember to take off 
your right glove. It is the custom throughout this region of Europe to remove 
your shoes when entering a home: Often, slippers are provided for guests. 

When visiting a home, it is customary to bring a small gift such as a jug, 
some pastries, or flowers. Make sure there is an even number of flowers 
(odd-numbered bouquets are bad luck). If there are kids in the house, it's 
always appropriate to bring a small gift for them, as well. When meeting 
someone at the airport, take them a bouquet. Hey, it's what they do. 

Casual dress is usually OK for dinner at someone's home - but be pre­
pared to offer a toast. Make sure it is something that will translate, not 
"Here's mud in your eye" or any references to fleas and camels. 

Continued on page 85 

Bracing for the worst, tourist gets ready to 
fire AK-74 with cup-type grenade dis­
charger, while Ukrainian officer patiently 
looks on. This has to be better duty than 
herding recruits. 

directly in military maneuvers, at the 
onset they only were allowed to tag 
along as ad hoc cooks and medics. With 
four military recreation centers, each 
one was able to admit an average of 
8,000 vacationers a year, at costs from 
$10 to $20 a day. Although not a lucra­
tive proposition for the Department of 
Defense, it worked, and within a year 
the schedule of events - and the ante 
- was upped considerably. 

Shell Shock And Slicker Shock 
In a news conference last October to 

announce the new programs, Hryhory 
Zhorov, head of the Alaris travel 
agency .which organized the new pro­
gram in concert with Ukrainian arms 
maker Ykrspetsexport, observed to 
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reporters that, "today's tourists are hard to surprise with 
anything, so we decided to offer something really spicy." 

And the best spices, of course, are expensive. Whereas 
before one could cook wild mushrooms and berries for the 
troops in the field for a paltry $10 to $20 a day, to play in 
the big leagues will cost the well-heeled would-be warrior 
$2,000 cover charge just to get in the gate. Half-hour to 40-
minute flights in the back seat of a MiG-29UB or a SU-
27UB will set you back from $5,235 to $11,125, depending 
on which maneuvers you want performed, duration of 
flight and other considerations. This includes your 
pilot/instructor, fuel, maintenance, ground time and so on. 
The flight suit rental is an additional $100, and if you want 
to perform a Nesterov's loop you should bring your own 
Depends. Fairly pricey, but bear in mind what it costs to 
maintain and feed such beasts - and the fact the next time 
some schmuck brags he broke the sound barrier in the 
Concord, you can say, "Yeah, well, that's about what it was 
like when I broke the sound barrier in an SU-27." Whether 
or not you add that you happened to be "over there" to 
instruct the Bolshoi is up to you. 

If you don't have your heart set on breaking the sound 
barrier, flights in the 1-39 trainer start at only $1, 410 for a 
half-hour, and a heart-pounding aerobatics package is 
$i,725. If egg beaters are your thing, one of several flights 
offered in an Mi-8 is sure to please you. You can get 60 min­
utes of varied routine for $2,610 or 30 minutes for $1,830. 

Continued on page 84 
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Fire force 
One Man's War in the R1wdesian Light 111fantry, 

by Chris Cocks (second edition) Published by Covos-Day 
Boolis, Box 6996, Weltvreden Park, Roodepoort 1715, South 

Africa 1997; distributed in the United States by BHB 
International, 108 East North First Street, Suite G, Seneca, 

So1td1 Carolina 29678; phone: 864-885-9444. 
Reviewed by Frank Hopkins 

As that anguished nation now implodes from the incredi­
ble ineptness and corruption of the "victors" of the war of 
"liberation," the rectitude of the internationally unpopular 
Ian Smith regime and its cause is now becoming patently 
clear, even to those who reviled it and marshalled interna­
tional support against it back in the '70s. 

That the Rhodesian government was able to survive mili­
tarily as long as it did in the face of international opposition 
and foreign military attack is a tribute to some of the finest 
soldiers ever to take a rifle into battle. The ultimate defeat 
does in no way detract from the Rhodesian military's against­
all-odds successes, nor the lessons that can be learned from 
some of the most effective light infantry in history. One of the 
best books ever written from foxhole level about that war is 
Chris Cocks' Fireforce, which has been re-released in its sec­
ond edition. It is a gritty, straight-from-the-shoulder account 

of Cocks' service in 3 Commando, The Rhodesian Light 
Infantry, during the protracted bush war. 

Fireforce was a method of combat developed by the 
Rhodesians and perfected by the RU, which had troops air­
inserted or air-dropped into an area as soon as any guerrilla 
presence was reported, or sighting made. The beleaguered 
nation was always short of ground forces, and the combat 
tempo was incredible: operating like a cammoued 911 force, 
it was not unusual for the same force to parachute into three 
separate contacts a day. 

The author takes the reader through the strenuous training 
and then through the years of close-combat in Rhodesia and in 
various neighboring states that harbored ZANLA and ZIPLA 
communist guerrillas, as they were fought at their source, one 
combat jump, one forced march, one firefight at a time. 

This volume is a face-to-face account of a brutal war at 
point-blank range. Without a doubt one of the best-reading 
volumes on the war in Rhodesia. 

Jihad! 
The Secret War in Afghanistan, by Tom Carew. 

Mainstream Publishing, Edinburgh and London. 2000. 
Reviewed by ]ahe Border 

Sooner or later it had to come. First there were the 
"behind Soviet lines" books by western journalists; then, 
with glasnost, accounts from Soviet journalists and soldiers. 
Finally, 20 years down the track, comes the first account by 
a western soldier involved on the covert side of the Cold 
War's last great battle - the Afghan jihad. 

Tom Carew served first in the British Parachute Regiment 
and later, between 1973-79, in the elite Special Air Service 
Regiment seeing action in Northern Ireland and Oman. In 
May 1980, five months after the Soviet invasion of 
Afghanistan, he was contracted on a strictly deniable basis by 
the British Secret Intelligence Service (SIS) and the United 
States' Defence Intelligence Agency (DIA) to run cross-bor­
der missions into southern Afghanistan to gain badly needed 
intel on the fighting capabilities of the mujahideen and to 
bring out captured Soviet military equipment for analysis in 
the West. Around the same time that SOF reporter Galen 
Geer was bringing out of Afghanistan 5.54mm ammo belong­
ing to the new Soviet AK-7 4 assault rifle, Carew ex filtrated in 
June 1980 with what was probably the West's first AK-74 
taken from a Russian soldier he killed. 

Between May 1980 and early 1981, Carew made four 
trips across the border from Pakistan interspersed with 
debriefs in London and Washington. First, came a brief recce 
into southern Kandahar province; later, longer forays into 
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eastern Nangahar, around Jala­
labad city, home to the Soviet 
Army's 66th Motor Rifle Brigade. 
With the aid of an SIS case-officer 
providing back-up in Peshawar 
and Islamabad, Carew traveled 
with the Hizb-i-Islami (Islamic 
party) of Gulbudclin Hekmatyar. 
Hizb was later to reveal its true 
anti-western colors, and increas­
ingly attract the wrath of the west­
ern press which went on to slam 
Pakistan's Inter-Services Intel­
ligence (ISI) for funneling the bulk 
of U.S. aid to the Hizb. But as 
Carew's book shows, and this 
writer saw in several months in 
northern Afghanistan in 1981 and 
1982, at the beginning of the jihad 
there were only two well-orga­
nized muj factions with a nation­
wide network of commanders: the 
mainly ethnic Pushtun Hizb in the 
south and east and its northern 
Tajik rival the ]amiat-i-Islami 
(Islamic Society) whose leading 
commander Ahmadshah Massoud was to emerge as the best 
known guerrilla strategist of the jihad. The pro-Western 
parties of Gailani and Mujadidi - the "Gucci guerrillas" 
much beloved of the Western press - emerged later and 
were never more than bit players in the war. Interestingly, 
the first tensions between Hizb and Jamiat, that was to 
explode into full-on clashes by 1981 and all-out civil war in 
1992 when the communist regime finally fell, were already 
apparent to Carew in 1980. He recounts his Hizbis passing 
a Jamiat group on a trail and being warned by his Hizb 
guide of the "bad" ]amiatis. 

Told in the clown-to-earth, sardonic language of a British 
soldier, ''.J ihad" will not be winning any prizes for literature. 
But the story of his experiences with the mujahideen - and 
Soviets - and his ongoing dealings with intel bureaucrats 
with long wish-lists and zero understanding of ground con­
ditions makes for entertaining, even compelling, reading. 
Like most Westerners who spent protracted periods in the 
sticks with the muj , Carew comes to appreciate and respect 
the Afghans, their unswerving religious faith and amazing 
mental and physical stamina in the face of appalling odds. 

But inevitably he also runs hard up against the flip-side: 
the muj's cheerful ignorance of basic fieldcraft and alarming 
proclivity for "battlefield democracy" - what he terms the 
"Chinese parliament" of heated discussion and debate that 
erupts every time a decision needs to be taken. Coupled with 

their early lack of experience and 
training, the result in encounters 
with a modern army equipped with 
helicoper gunships is often disas­
trous screw-ups and high casualties. 
Carew's account of being reluctantly 
led into a large-scale ambush by an 
ignorant, arrogant muj commander 
who refuses to accept basic advice 
from a Western "infidel" is all too 
authentic. In 1981 this reviewer was 
in a similar situation in northern 
Kunduz province involving a truck 
convoy of supremely confident 
mujahideen meeting a convoy of 
Soviet APCs head-on on a major 
highway, with interesting results! 

Aside from assessing Afghan capa­
bilities and requirements for a long­
term guerrilla war, Carew was also 
tasked with bringing out Soviet 
equipment. His best find was almost 
certainly the AK-74 but he also bags 
a chunk of armor from a downed Mi-
24 Hind and NBC-protection kit 
issued to Soviet troops at a time 

when the Soviet Union was apparently experimenting with 
che1nical warfare in various parts of the country. 

The shadow of the Hind dominates much of the book even 
as that gunship dominated the Afghan skies for much of the 
war. According to Carews's account Western intel determined 
on the need to introduce shoulder-held SAMs for the muj to 
counter the threat far earlier than was otherwise thought. 
lnlate 1980, Carew served as pointman in "Operation 
Manta," an ambitious SIS-DIA effort to hijack 10 SAM-7 
"Grail" launchers and 30 missiles, part of a consignment 
bought by Libyan dictator Ghaddafi from Bulgaria (where 
the state arms manufacturer Kintex produced the system). 

The scam involves making the Vienna-based arms-dealer 
interfacing between the Libyans and Bulgarians an offer he 
finds difficult to refuse and then padding the Libyan order 
with its attendant end-user certificate by 10 units. Picked up 
from Sofia, Bulgaria, by a chartered Icelandic plane which 
Carew joins a loadmaster, the SAMs are then quietly 
"hijacked" by Carew to USAF Ramstein in Germany where 
the the 10 extra launchers and their missiles are offloaded. 
The stunned Icelandic aircrew is then permitted to fly on to 
Tripoli with the original Libyan consignment and enough 
money in their pockets to keep their mouths shut. 

As the book makes clear, the SAM-7 was never a great suc­
cess in Afghanistan. Nor was the far more sophisticated 
British Blowpipe, according to Carew first introduced into 
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Afghanistan for a 'test run' in early 1981, long before 1985 
when press reports had the system delivered to the muj. He 
ought to know - he was ordered to cross into Afghanistan 
from a training camp he was running for muj on the Pakistani 
side of the border to conduct the test. Under optimum con­
ditions and with plenty of training the Blowpipe is more a 
effective system than the SAM-7, as after launch it can be 
guided by its operator onto the target along a radio beam. But 
optimum conditions have never existed in Afghanistan and 
Carew's attempt to take on a flight of five Hinds nearly costs 
him and his companions their lives. 

Carew's literary agent was clearly not blind to the need to 
intersperse the author's adventures with hairy, unwashed 
Afghans and Soviet gunships with more reader-friendly char­
acters. There are brief appearances in Sofia and Peshawar by 
a friendly Bulgarian hooker and a British teacher. But a more 
recurring fixture is Kathy, a leggy, blonde SIS secretary at the 
British High Commission in Islamabad who debriefs our hero 
- and otherwise entertains him during well-earned R&R in 
Pakistan. Well, who's to say it never happened ... ? 

In the end it's not the Soviets who finally get the better of 
Carew; or the Afghans or even the ever-vigilant Pakistani mil­
itary intelligence. Typically it's his own health worn down by 
the rigors of terrain, movement and diet. For Westerners 
operating with the muj in Afghanistan this was par for the 
course: Once you'd got your feet sorted out, your worst lia­
bility was always your own stomach. Carew is finally medi­
vaced home with a colorful combination of hepatitis , jaun­
dice and malaria. 

In a thoroughly entertaining read, there aren't many points 
worth taking Carew to task over. One perhaps is the stress he 
lays on seeing a convoy of opium being brought out of 
Nangahar by the Hizb with a nudge and wink from the pak­
istani ISL The CIA, he asserts, later attempt to suppress the 
information. Narcotics production inside Afghanistan certain­
ly has expanded by the late 80s and early 90s. Indeed, the 
Taliban regime in Kabul has largely financed itself through the 
drug trade. But to suggest as Carew does that in 1980 the muj 
were funding their war effort through opium is a transparent 
attempt to give his memoirs a current relevance they don't 
really have - or need, for that matter. 

Carew also recounts finding himself in close proximity to 
a female nurse in a muj base in Nangarhar. Good going, Tom. 
In over 10 years of covering the Afghan war and visiting 
hundreds of bases and villages this correspondent never got 
to see muj nurses once. Nor did any other Westerners I 
know. In the Afghan countryside you counted yourself lucky 
to see women at all , let alone young, unveiled nurses. But 
then I never got to meet sexy secretaries at the pool of the 
Intercon in Peshawar, either. So the only thing that proves is 
what we all knew already: the benefits of SAS training are 
not merely military. 

Fire In the Sky 
The Air War in the South Pacific, by Eric M. Bergenul. 

Publis11ed by Westview Press, Dept. SOF, 5500 Central Ave., 
Boulder, CO 80301-2877; p11011e: 303-444-3541. 

Reviewed by Frank Hopki11S 

The difference between a historical writer and a historian 
is the ability to take a subject sweeping in scope and tire­
lessly sift through acre-feet of documents, interview scores of 
actual participants in the event, and, one grain of sand at a 

time, mold this mountain of disjoinecl and sometimes anec­
dotal data into a coherent lesson that hopefully will be of use 
to future generations disinterested in repeating the mistakes 
of the last. A truly good historian, therefore, not only delin­
eates what happened, but gives the reader the tools to under­
stand the how and the why. And the best of historians also do 
this with a style and clarity that captures the reader, as his­
tory not learned is even less useful than history forgotten . 

Such a historian is Eric Bergerud, and such a work is his 
Fire in the Sky. The South Pacific air war of WWII was geo­
graphically so expansive, and involved so many participants 
over such a long period of time with concurrent action on 
several disparate fronts, that to cover these events in a coher­
ent manner requires a true master of the craft. Bergerud has 
accomplished this with aplomb, and in an encyclopedic yet 
concise volume of some 600 pages. 

The early war in the Pacific was largely an air war, as such 
was the nature of air assets that they could be thrown into the 
fray quickly - and it was evident early on that who con­
trolled the skies might well control the theater. Forces from 
Imperial Japan, the United States, Australia and New 
Zealand fought from largely primordial facilities or from air­
craft carriers, both of which represented hostile environs. 
Each side fielded the best assets it could, and the skies were 
first dominated by the Japanese Zero, then by the large fleets 
of Allied bombers that took the war to the enemy and even­
tually to his homeland, and finally, by second-generation 
Allied fighters that swept the enemy from the sky. This was 
a three-dimensional war, and in a fast-paced and easy read 
the author explores not only the battlefields, but the tech­
nology, tactics and leadership that were the deciding factors. 

It is a history that has been told many times in many frag­
mented or myopic volumes, but to elate no single volume has 
done such a credible job of presenting an intelligible whole. 

Bergerucl is professor of military and American history at 
Lincoln University in San Francisco. His ability to weave 
data, war stories, and insightful analysis is as good as it gets , 
and Fire in the Sky is a must-read book for students of mili­
tary or Pacific history. ~ 
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Combat Weaponcraft 
Continued from page 26 

No news here from a tactical stand­
point. law enforcement officers and 
military types have been doing it this 
way forever. Get them, cuff or secure 
them and separate them from each 
other. It was good advice then and it 
still is today. 

Don't ever march home the same way. 
Take a different route so you won't be 
ambushed. 

Although this sounds military, and it 
is, it is also a good everyday concept 
applied by actually a lot of people I 
know. Have a couple of different routes 
home to anf from work. Don't set up 
regulated schedules for making bank 
deposits from your business. Vary your 
walks around the block. This screws up 
the anal folks because everything has to 
be the same all the time. In all candor, 
doing everything the same way all the 
time can get you killed. Even a habit 
acquired as a kid can cause you a prob­
lem: When you were a kid walking 
down the street and you saw an empty 
soda can lying on the ground in front of 
you, what did you do? So here I am 15 
years later (and full of programming), 
and I see a soda can laying alongside a 
dusty road in Vietnam while on a patrol. 
Ifl do what I am programmed to do, my 
new nickname is stumpy. Go figure. 

No matter whether we travel in big 
parties or little ones, each party has to 
keep a scout 20 yards ahead, 20 yards on 
each flank and 20 yards to the rear, so the 
main body can't be surprised and wiped 
out. 

The old call of "flankers out" is basi­
cally a military application providing 
security to a main body force move­
ment. Anybody who has walked point 
or flanks can tell you it is not all its 
cracked up to be, but it is necessary to 
effective movement. law enforcement 
officers could use a scout concept for 
SWAT teams to provide information 
about ground they are about to cover. A 
sniper/observer team can also provide 
additional information, as well as cov­
ering fire in a more contemporary envi­
ronment or application. In a civilian 
application it is a little harder to apply 
this concept due to a lack of a great 
number of personnel. Civilian applica­
tion could best be applied by awareness 
that a potential attack could come from 
any direction. Simply be alert to your 
surroundings. 

Every night you'll be told where to 
meet if surrounded by a superior force. 

Current terminology refers to this as 
a rally point. If separated or split up 
from your partners, this rally point 
would be a location agreed to prior to 
contact with hostile groups. We simply 
agree to meet somewhere if we lose 
each other in the bush, at the mall, or 
the one we remember as kids, if there is 
a fire in the house we meet at the neigh­
bor's house. Based on application, prior 
agreement to a password or code word 
is helpful if we could potentially meet 
each other in the dark. At night some 
strange things can happen. Here in 
Texas we just had an adult male shoot 
and kill a 12-year-old boy at 1830 
hours. In his statement he and others in 
his group were hunting and as they 
approached the area where they were to 
meet up, the adult male shot at what he 
thought was a wild hog. What was 
firearms safety rule number four? Be 
sure of your target. 

Don't sit down and eat without posting 
sentries. 

This one's pretty easy to figure out. 
Somebody's got to be watching what's 
going on around us. In today's environ­
ment when you go out to eat in the pub­
lic domain, someone in your party 
needs to be in a position to watch the 
front doors and cash register. I don't 
plan on fighting for the restaurant's 
money, but I don't want to get killed 
over it either. Even though it wasn't 
about the money, the luby's restaurant 
incident in Killeen, Texas, is a fairly 
valid example. When you sit down to 
eat, look around before you order. If 
something goes wrong while you are 
there, where are the exits? What are the 
routes of escape out of there? 

Don't sleep beyond dawn. Dawn's 
when the French and Indians attack. 

Of all our friend's orders, this one is 
the most difficult to transition to mod­
em times without offending our cur­
rent allies, the French and Native 
Americans; not politically correct, you 
know. But in the times these were writ­
ten it simply meant what it said. Don't 
get caught off guard sleeping late. 

Don't cross a river by a regular ford. 
The concept here overlaps some of 

the earlier orders mentioned. In train­
ing, repetition is the mother of skill, in 
movement or tactics repetition may 
get us a whack in the proverbial nose. 
If I keep throwing a right hook, soon­
er or later they'll catch on to it, block 
it and counter. Remember being lazy 
and certain habits can get you hurt. I 
wonder how many guys were killed or 
injured in wars opening gates, doors, 
kicking cans and picking up sou-

MAY 2001 ~ SOLDIER OF FORTUNE • www.sofmag.com 

venirs? Be careful out there. 
If somebodys trailing you, make a cir­

cle, come back onto your own tracks, and 
ambush the folks who aim to ambush you. 

Although there isn't much trailing 
and ambushing going on these days, 
there actually is in a fashion. Simply be 
alert and aware of your surroundings 
,and the act of having functional defen­
sive firearms available to you makes 
you less of a potential target or victim. 
Approximately 30 states have some 
form of concealed-carry. Crime rates are 
lower in these states . . . less tracking 
and ambushing going on . . . especially 
when the bad guys don't know if whom 
they are tracking and trailing is armed! 

Don't stand up when the enemys com­
ing against you - kneel down, lie down, 
hide behind a tree. 

This one's pretty easy. There aren't 
but a few knotheads left in the world 
who still recommend you stand on your 
feet in the open and fight like a real 
man. Most of that gene pool has been 
eliminated, or will be soon enough. Use 
protective cover! Minimize yourself as 
a target. Any questions? · 

Let the enemy come till hes almost 
close enough to touch. Then let him have 
it and jump out and finish him up with 
your hatchet. 

This last one is primarily addressing 
weapons systems of an earlier era. With 
contemporary firearms, distance is gen­
erally your friend. let the flat trajectory 
of modem rifles and handguns work to 
your advantage. I, however, recommend 
you don't underestimate cold steel and 
old guns. It's pretty amazing to watch a 
1,250 fps 520-grain lead .45-70 caliber 
black powder projectile go broadside 
clean through a 2,000-pound bison. 

The true author of these 19 exam­
ples of tactical concepts was a Major 
Robert Rogers. Rogers and his Rangers 
fought for the British and their 
American counterparts against the 
French and their allies the Indians dur­
ing the French and Indian Wars. 

These orders in card form are still 
issued to some American combat 
troops. I have my original yellow card 
copy as issued to me when I was a 
member of the U.S. Marine Corps 
Combined Action Program in the 
Republic of Vietnam circa 1968. 

Even though these concepts and tac­
tical ideas were written over 242 years 
ago, they still hold many valid applica­
tions. Major Robert Rogers wrote these 
Standing Orders for his forest-bound 
Rangers in the year 1759 - so much 
for the "we invented it here" syndrome. 

Way to go, Major Bob! ~ 
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Operations At An Hoa, 196 7 by John Culbertson 
Photos courtesy author 

The following is excerpted from john's upcoming booh, 13-Cent 
Killers: The 5th Marine Sniper Platoon in Vietnam, 1966-1968. 

13-Cent Killers is john Culbertson's third booh about the 5th 
Marines in Vietnam. His first and second, Operation Tuscaloosa 
and A Sniper in the Arizona, are presently published by Ivy 
Boohs, New York Both are available in hardbach editions from 
the Military Book Club, where they are best-sellers. 

By 5 November 1966, 5th Marine snipers were run­
ning 11 three-man teams mostly standing security 
for the 11th Marines artillery camp and running 

night ambushes and some day patrols with the grunts trying 
to interdict Viet Cong troop movements and stop sapper 
attacks. Sergeant Casey had proved his worth running teams 
in and out of the bush gaining confidence and jungle instinct 
that would later serve his Marines well when they would be 
asked to provide the "long rifle" support to the infantry dur­
ing the regimental-sized battles that were coming in 1967. 

A new Commanding Officer ordered Sergeant Casey into 
the duty hut on 13 November and he was given command of 

the 5th Marine Regimental Sniper Platoon on an permanent 
basis. Casey was tasked with training all new recruits and 
keeping the teams fit for combat and rotating ambush teams 
and patrols. Tom Casey used his military experience gained 
at the Citadel as a cadet and led as many ambushes as he 
could to instill proper techniques of night movement, noise 
discipline, and above all, the common sense to know when to 
fire at the enemy and when silence and caution are necessary. 

One instant result of Casey's leadership was making the 
young snipers like Vaughn Nickell and Ron Willoughby real­
ize that their leader knew his business. Further, no one doubt­
ed Casey's bravery or his dedication to the sniper's training. 
Casey had seen Marine officers in Vietnam that would lead 
their troops on major operations when the opportunities for 
combat distinction and glory were obvious. However, few if 
any officers led the daily regular "Win the hearts and minds" 
patrols into the hamlets, through the rice fields, past workers 
bent over their mud-laced paddies where the booby traps and 
the quick-kill ambushes were the daily practice of the Viet 
Cong. Tom Casey felt that the officer corps was missing their 
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duty in observing first-hand how effective sniping could pro­
tect a patrol and eliminate or harass the enemy sniper and 
ambush threat that was a constant worry to the NCOs who led 
the great majority of combat patrols. 

Tom Casey's men were akin to the Old West gunfighters 
who carved notches on the butts of their rifle stocks every 
time a desperado fell to their blazing gunfire. Casey had 
started the making of a Marine Corps legend and he knew 
that the move north to An Hoa would make or break the 
sniper platoon as an effective combat force to operate with 
the already combat proven infantry units. On 3 January 1967, 
Willoughby, Vaughn Nickell, and Jim Flynn, from Utica, 
Illinois, who alternated with Nickell as Sgt. Casey's spotter 
when the platoon sergeant went on a combat patrol, boarded 
a C-130 to DaNang before straightening out their itinerary to 
An Hoa, an old regional village and home to an Army of 
South Vietnam (ARYN) company, but relatively unknown 
and new to the Marines. 

An Hoa was approximately 25 miles southwest of Da 
Nang and occupied the westernmost Marine combat head­
quarters in I Corps. To the northeast of An Hoa were the 
Song Thu Bon and Song Vu Gia rivers which were main Viet 
Cong arteries for infiltration of both men and supplies into 
the An Hoa Basin. Tom Casey's 5th Marine Snipers would 
team up with the battle hardened 2nd Battalion, 5th Marines 
which was pulling out of the Demilitarized Zone at Con 
Thien to establish a new base in An Hoa in the center of 
Quang Nam Province. 

When the C-130 lowered its flaps and descended into An 
Hoa, the short landing strip was slicked down with recent 
rainfall. The Air Force transport skidded to a stop and the 
snipers deplaned and stared at the jungle-cloaked hillsides of 
the Que Son Mountains ringing the southern boundaries of 
the base. The northern vista was open and wove itself into a 
quilt of ricefields that squeezed the main highway jutting out 
of the base's perimeter-wire apron and snaked far away 
toward Da Nang. The day was grey and cold and mists hung 
in the trees that tilted away toward the rice fields on the edge 
of the airstrip. A sharp wind blew across the tarmac from the 
northeast and spread an icy warning of the dangers to be 
found across the river in the Arizona Territory. 

Tom Casey pulled the collar of his dirt streaked utility jack­
et up snugly around his neck. He looked back into the open 
hatch and motioned to Ron Willoughby to get the men off the 
plane and onto the runway for weapon and gear inspection. 
Rumor had it that the snipers would be surveying (turning in) 
their old reliable MlD sniper rifles and be armed with the new 
Remington bolt-action rifles. It would just be Casey's luck if 
someone forgot their cleaning gear or side-mounted scopes. 
The Marine Corps was hell on troops who failed to survey the 
equipment that they had drawn from supply. 

Tom Casey laughed in that easy Southern manner that 
could confuse a new sniper about his legendary toughness 
and discipline. He thought about the story he had heard in 
bootcamp about the combat Marine who had failed to return 
from Guadalcanal or some World War II battle with his Ml 
rifle. The Platoon sergeant had asked Private "Numbnuts" 
how he had lost his rifle, and the private said a Japanese 
artillery shell had hit his position and when he raised his 
head his rifle was gone. "Just blown up, I guess!" The platoon 
sergeant told him that he was issued that rifle and it was a 
part of him. That rifle was his life. The next beach landing 
that the company makes, the old platoon sergeant continued 
to bark, "You will attack the Japanese holding on to your 
pecker. I don't imagine you'll find a way to loose that! " 
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5th Marine snipers at 1st Division Scout Sniper School, Da Nang, 
1967. 

Laugh While You can 
Sometimes the Marine Corps was hilarious. Tom Casey 

grinned about all the crazy stuff that happened in combat and 
his snipers would make a joke out of the situation. Maybe 
they laughed just to keep from crying. If rumors were any­
thing near accurate, the sniper platoons new adventures with 
some of the blood and guts commanders of the 2nd Battalion, 
5th Marines wouldn't generate much humor. Casey gazed out 
into the grey and misty clouds that blanketed the river as the 
platoon fell into formation for a brief inspection. 

later in the day after being assigned two hootches near 
the Headquarters Section of the 2/5, Casey lead his men to 
the battalion mess hall for a welcome meal of fried chicken, 
and real mashed potatoes with brown gravy. A gunnery 
sergeant met Casey as the snipers were leaving chow and 
gave him orders to turn in their rifles at battalion supply. 

"The Grim Reaper, " logo of the 5th Marines Scout Sniper Platoon 
1966-69. The unit had the highest number of kills and was most 
decorated sniper unit of the Vietnam War. 
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Tom Casey, Vaughn Nickell, Ron Willoughby, and Jim Flynn 
plucked their MlDs from their cases for a last farewell to the 
rifles that had made the Marines invincible from 
Guadalcanal, lwo Jima, Saipan, and Peleliu to the Chosin 
Resevoir in Korea. This rifle was the old warhorse that was 
adopted in 1936 and had served America well against all 
comers for 30 years. 

The new Remington 700s would have bolt-actions honed 
by Marine armorers. The medium-heavy barrels were made 
by Douglas and were air-gauged for accuracy. The barrels 
were free-floated in walnut stocks with Monte Carlo cheek 
pieces. The trigger was a match Canjar set-up that broke 
crisply at 2 pounds. Atop the receiver rested a new Redfield 
variable 3x9 power telescopic sight with coated lenses that 
prevented fogging and internal rangefinding grids. All-in-all 

·the Remington Sniper rifle was the finest weapon the Marine 
Corps had ever fielded in Vietnam. 

No Second Place 
Casey wasn't entirely convinced that the rifle would out­

shoot a 1903 Springfield A-4 Sniper rifle like the Marines had 
used to pick-offjaps on Okinawa, and along the frozen moun­
tain passes of the Chosin Resevoir. A tuned-up 1903 A-4 
Springfield in the hands of a proven combat sniper - not 
some Marine Corps paper target-puncher -was accurate out 

Gunnery Sergeant Mitchell at 1st Division Scout Sniper School 
with VC Moisin-Nagant 7.62 X 54mm Russian sniper rifle. This 
rifle performed close to U.S. 30.06 with 150-grain bullets. VC 
snipers killed many Marines with this WWII-era weapon. 

to 800 yards, and maybe a thousand if Gunnery Sergeant 
Mitchell was the shooter. Casey wondered why all the clam­
or about target shooters was such a big deal anyway. It was a 
fact that a combat sniper had to understand much more 
about terrain, winds , weather characteristics, and the enemy 
than someone shooting a fixed course with a previously 
sighted, in weapon. After some of the havoc Casey had seen 
caused ·by the Viet Cong snipers, it was evident that knowl­
edge aild experience in actual combat situations was much 
more critical than the type of rifle employed. 

The Viet Cong had thus far killed far more Americans 
with s1:i.iper fire than the reverse. This was mainly a result of 
knowh1g the terrain and maximizing the element of surprise. 
The Viet Cong were masters of camouflage and deceptive in 
constructing ambush sites and killing zones. They were also 
renowned for their patience and their stealth. Their equip­
ment was decidedly inferior to American weaponry, yet they 
dominated the ambush opportunities probably 10 to one. 
Tom Casey had a Southerner's heart and he was a proud and 
careful man. But above all, Casey and Willoughby were 
hunters and wouldn't settle for second place. 

On their first patrol in the Arizona Tom Casey took Ron 
Willoughby along as spotter with a reinforced squad from 
Hotel Company. The patrol leader was Sgt. Manual Ybarra 
from Hotel's 3rd platoon. Ybarra was a hard-charging 

Sergeant Tom Casey shot on USMC rifle team winning Wimbledon 
Cup in 1964-65 with 2nd Marines at Camp Lejeune. One of the al/­
time great Vietnam snipers and, along with Mitchell and Ron 
Willoughby, part of a lethal trio. 
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Mexican-American from southern New Mexico who worked 
500 acres of wheat field with his father who farmed the old­
fashioned way with a pitchfork and plenty of sweat. Manny 
had grown up tough as shoe leather and wasn't bothered by 
the heat or the cold in Vietnam. Sergeant Ybarra struck out 
from An Hoa down the runway and through the sentry 
bunkers on the edge of the strip. He lead his Marines through 
the double apron of concertina and down the muddy, red clay 
slop that served as the main artery tying An Hoa's supply 
lines to the distant Marine base at Da Nang. 

Arizona Territory 
After two hours they passed the Marine outpost at Phu Loe 

6 that held the high ground 200 meters above the stretch of 
rice paddies that ran a kilometer or so to the east. At the end 
of the paddies the Song Thu Bon river ran in a giant loop south 
of An Hoa and north of Phu Loe 6 running closer than half a 
kilometer to the backside or northern perimeter of Phu Loe 6. 
Across the Song Thu Bon lay the expanse of contested or ene­

Territory. A large village loomed across the distant paddies 
and Casey tucked his sniper team into a leafy hide about 200 
feet up the hillside. Casey's gaze swept across the paddies 
and noted the long treeline that had been planted to shield 
the ricefields from wind. The treeline was cloaked in a thick 
mist and further exploration wasn't possible as the snipers 
eyes ran along the paddies' edges seeking movement. 

Ron Willoughby caressed the cold stock of his Ml 4 rifle 
and felt comfort in the knowledge that his rifle could also 
reach any enemy threat that presented itself in the valley 
below. All of a sudden Tom Casey looked far away toward the 
village and realized that the patrol from Hotel was winding its 
way somewhere into the hostile jungle too far away to help. 
Casey and Willoughby felt alone and took comfort in the oth­
ers' company and their proficiency with their weapons. 

Casey reflected a minute and smiled about all the state­
side bullshit he had heard about lone sharpshooters who had 
gone out alone for days on end and killed a multitude of 
enemy soldiers all the while escaping without a scratch on 

mey territory known col­
loquially to the Marines 
of 2/5 as the Arizona 
Territory, or simply the 
Arizona. In the Arizona 
Territory all men were 
assumed to be gunfight­
ers and this area had 
always been a "free fire" 
zone meaning anyone 
with a weapon was fair 
game. Snipers instinctive­
ly liked this type of set­
ting as it readily lent itself 
to beaucoup opportunities 
to smoke Charlie's ass. 

1-----liilr:r.i21Sr:A~~.,,_.q~cr:~~!!!1'C_::--1;-----1 themselves or their rifle. 
' Every war fostered the 

Tom Casey and 
Willoughby knew that 
the combat here in the 

Sniper Ken Barden near An Hoa, Arizona Territory, 1967. 

legends both true and 
fictional. Vietnam was 
no different, but Casey 
felt sure that no single 
man could ever come 
into or out of the 
Arizona Territory alive 
after killing an enemy 
soldier and revealing his 
position. No, siree, that 
kind of crapola was best 
kept to comic books for 
little kids. This kind of 
sniper business was the 
no-bullshit variety and 
the tension and fear 
made Casey's muscles 
tighten and ache. Arizona Territory would 

bring an entirely new level of ferocity compared to the 
ambushes and short savage firefights experienced at Hill 35 
near Chu Lai. The Marines forded the river on an old rope 
bridge and watching carefully for mines and booby traps that 
could be uncovered by the monsoon rains, the snipers felt 
their way deeper into the jungled hills. 

Sergeant Ybarra stopped the column a klick farther up the 
rough village trail and told Casey and Willoughby to drop out 
of the column before they broke out into the next section of 
rice fields. Casey nodded and clutched the forearm of his 
Remington bolt-gun with a towel draped over the scope to 
keep the moisture at bay. He had 300-meter battle sights 
marked on the scope by one clearly recognizable knife scratch 
into the metal surrounding the elevation knob. Six hundred 
meters was identified by two scratches into the black anodized 
aluminum. If Tom Casey got a chance to make a quick kill at 
500 meters he would leave the 300-meter dope on the scope 
and hold off above the target a yard and still get a torso hit. The 
match-grade ammunition for the Remingtons had a heavy bul­
let weight of 168 grains and would carry the distance up to 
1,000 meters with sufficient energy to kill the enemy. 

Ron Willoughby led Casey off the trail through a small 
clearing and up a tight trail that wound up the hillside to 
their right. Looking back, Casey and Willoughby could see 
the patrol from Hotel Company winding its way across 
muddy rice paddy dikes into the heart of the Arizona 

Failure to move and shoot or do something was the real 
enemy that created the fear before action. Once the bullets 
started flying both Casey and Willoughby forgot their 
instinctive survival desire to flee and immersed themselves 
in the equally strong desire to kill. 

Willoughby's elbow nudged Casey out of his moment of 
reflection as a file of soldiers stepped out of the treeline and 
turned away from the snipers hillside lookout to follow the 
Marines of Sgt. Ybarra's patrol. Casey whispered, "Man, 
those men are armed. I can see weapons even at this distance. 
We got to warn the patrol or those bastards will sneak up on 
their rear and cut them off from us ." 

A Hit 
Ron Willoughby had his binoculars clasped tightly in his 

fists and stared along the edge of the ricefields at the col­
umn of Viet Cong. He took his glasses down and spoke in a 
muted tone. "I make them about 500 meters at the rear and 
600 meters when their point man crosses that big dike trail. 
See if you can target the length of their column and you'll 
hit somebody and Sgt. Ybarra will be forewarned. What do 
you think! " 

Casey looked at Willoughby like he'd just farted or 
something and replied, "I think it's a great fucking idea. 

Continued on page 82 
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Sm,alJ, .. ,Jigh Circle Of Warriors 
L ast month, CDR Chip Beck, USNR (Ret.) recounted his fate­

ful last meeting with George 'Kayak' Bacon -"- who was 
Beck's former colleague in the CIA's c. landestine parami··.li­
tary units during the Indochina War.<Bacon was killed in 
combat in Angola on 13 February 191fi~just three weeks 

after their meeting. . }1.'.:)~ :'. ·. .·· 
In that account, the author authorita~~ljtl'J;fts:Wered a quar­

ter-century-old question, revealing Bacori,,'W.ii$what he claimed 
to be~ alt independent freedom fighter'ttri.dwar correspondent 

BY COMMANDER OHIP EJEOK, USNR (RET.) 

Now, the saga continues, as Beck reve(lk how and why he 
ventured to Cuba.to seek out the men whi:fkilled Bacon; not for 
revenge, butfdr't61iir help - as a small tight circle of warriors 
....... ta ftnd.Bacpn"§:bQdy and bring ithome:;.} ·. · 

. . ·~ .· . 
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In the 25 years since George 'Kayak' 
Bacon died in an armed confrontation 
with a Cuban patrol near Cuimba, 
Angola, the U.S. Government - that 
once put him in uniform and later sent 
him on secret intelligence missions -
never took steps to locate Bacon's 
remains or retrieve them for a proper 
burial in the Bacon family's cemetery in 
Rehobeth, Massachusetts. 

Bacon was not a secret operative or 
active-duty soldier when he died. But 
he was an American citizen and a vet­
eran. That alone should have prompt­
ed action. 

If Bacon's mortal remains can be 
retrieved - as many POW and MIA 
families from the Korean and Vietnam 
Wars know - there would be a 'lifting 
of an emotional burden for an elderly 
couple named George Bacon, Sr. and his 
wife, Geraldine. 

:[ In spite of his service, neither the 
g U.S. Government, CIA, State Depart­
~ 1nent, or the American Red Cross ever 
~ saw fit to ask the Angolan government 
~ to deliver the remains of an American 
8 
ill citizen to his native soil. .. 
~ This is so because Kayak violated a 
~ cardinal rule of the Intelligence world. 
§ He went 'freelance,' to help people he 

considered oppressed, when 'Uncle 
Sugar' told him not to go out and play. 

It's Dangerous To Be 'Civilians' 
I saw it happen before. When South 

Vietnam was coming apart at the 
seams, and within clays before the 
North Vietnamese juggernaut entered 
Saigon, another CIA legend went on his 
own steam, retired Paramilitary (PM) 
officer Tucker Gouglemann. He, too, 
rebuffed Agency orders telling him to 
evacuate Vietnam. 

Filling the void that has too long 
lingered in their hearts, year after 
year, would come about because the 
man called 'Kayak,' who was not quite 
30 when he died in combat far away, 

George Bacon, Jr. After loyal service to 
the U.S., CIA wrote him off, failing even 
to place a condolence call to his grieving 
parents. 

Tucker, a World War II soldier and 
veteran of every Asian war since 1945, 
was a colorful and effective SpecOps 
officer throughout the 1960s and 
1970s. Finally forced to retire, he stuck 

was the only son of these two New Englanders. He was 
their little boy, the six-year-old who learned to ride a bicy­
cle, the 10-year-old who skinned his knees, and the young 
man who went off to war for his country - not once, but 
two or three times. 

Their child - for that is how all mothers and fathers see 
their off-spring, no matter how tall and strapping they might 
be - went off to war one last time, not for America, but for 
ideals, principles, and a people he did not even know. 

In the quarter-century since his death, rarely a day passes 
that these kind and gentle people do not grieve over the ter­
rible and tragic loss of their boy. 

As George, Sr. and Geraldine, now in their late-70s, face 
their own mortality with each passing day, they long for the 
day when their beloved son, whom they affectionately call 
'Georgie,' - as though he was just down the block playing 
baseball with neighborhood kids - will come home to 
them, to lay at rest in the same hallowed ground that some­
day will cradle them. 

It's only a symbolic return, they know. In their hearts, they 
pray their Georgie is in heaven, and that when their own time 
comes, they will see him again in the hereafter. Until then, 
like most mere mortals, they long for a symbolic piece of 
their son to return. The sight of a flag-draped casket carried 
down the ramp of a C-130 Hercules, or lowered to a final 
resting place by an honor guard, however agonizing at the 
moment, helped heal thousands of broken hearts. 

Their dream is not a morbid fantasy, but a time-honored 
dream of all mothers and fathers who lost sons in war. They 
long for tangible traces of loved ones, however incomplete, 
to signify the final homecoming. 

George Bacon fought in Vietnam as a Special Forces 
"Green Beret." He served in the 'Secret War' in Laos from 
1971-1973 as a CIA Paramilitary advisor for General Vang 
Pao's Hmong guerrilla army, distracting orth Vietnamese 
Army Divisons and preventing them from waltzing into South 
Vietnam. He continued efforts to help the Vietnamese and 
Laotians until Indochina came tumbling down in April 1975. 

around Saigon to aid people he cared for - children, 
refugees, and orphans. 

As Saigon disintegrated, the CIA Station in Saigon, whose 
leadership unnecessarily jeopardized scores of employees by 
not forcing 'non-essential personnel' out of the country, 
ordered combat veteran Gouglemann to get on a plane out of 
the country, 'or else. ' 

'Or else,' according to Gouglemann's protege, and my 
mentor, Bill Buckley, meant that he was on his own if he got 
into trouble. 

Tucker got into trouble all right. He was arrested by the 
North Vietnamese in May 1975, shortly after Saigon fell. He 
was detained while trying to get women and children out of 
Vietnam to safety. The NVA and Hanoi's intelligence services, 
whose agents had long reported on Tucker's well-known 
activities in anti-communist operations, did not, could not, 

Y'7U MUST 
Bf CHIP 
~CIC. 

Editorial cartoon of Fidel's imagined reaction to Chif Beck's sec­
ond visit to Cuba, with an entourage of editoria cartoonists. 
Cartoon playfully depicts Beck's open and aboveboard quest to 
document life on the island. 
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and would not believe that Tucker was 'retired.' 
That was just a cover, they said. For 16 months they kept 

Tucker as a prisoner of war (POW). They beat him, broke his 
bones, and finally tortured him to the point where he died in 
August 1976 at the age of 62. 

Like George Bacon, Tucker Gouglemann was viewed as a 
'civilian' by the USG. 

On the other hand, Jim Lewis, a fellow PM officer to 
whom I talked on the day he was captured by the NVA in 
early April 1975, was treated differently. 

Lewis, whose capture was facilitated by his own unneces­
sary bravado and a meaningless foray into an area that was 
collapsing even before he ventured into it, was provided a 
much different level of support by the CIA and by Henry 
Kissinger's Paris connections. 

he 'bought the farm,' his old bosses essentially left him plant­
ed in the fields. 

Even Bill Buckley, who was eventually kidnapped by 
Hezbollah terrorists in Beirut, and tortured to death over 15 
months, never received effective help for his rescue that was 
required for success - due in part to his habit of 'telling 
things like they were' inside the Agency. Had it not been for 
one man pushing from the inside, as Bill requested if he were 
kidnapped, the Agency would not have even bothered to get 
Buckley's remains back in 1991. 

The Wrong Thing To Do 
When the news broke over the international wires that a 

man named George Bacon had been killed in Angola, some­
one in the State Department called Geraldine Bacon, Kayak's 

mother, to tell her that her 'husband' had 
been killed. 

CIA HQS , which had better informa­
tion, thanks to the residual presence of PM 
officers in Zaire and the background 
knowledge of the Kinshasa Station Chief, 
did not even bother to call George, Sr. and 
Geraldine to provide them information or 
offer its condolences as a gesture of com­
passion for the parents of a former 

The body of a KIA mere in Angola which, for a 
period of time, was misidentified as the body of 
George Bacon. 

Intelligence Star recipient. 
It was not until George, Sr. called the CIA 

HQS main number and demanded to speak 
to someone in charge - anyone at all - that 
he finally got some answers. At first, when 
he asked for people whom Kayak had served 
under, Mr. Bacon was simply given the stan­
dard reply that 'no one by that name works 

GovernmenVPolitical Graphics here,' he told 1ne. 

During Jim's 9-months of captivity, there was furious 
behind-the-scenes activity to get him released. This was 
while the U.S. Government began to maintain that 'no 
Americans or POWs were held against their will after 1973, 
or the end of the war, a premise that continues today. 

Jim Lewis was released from North Vietnamese captivity 
after eight months of back-channel negotiations in Paris. 
(One might wonder what 'points' were being discussed, and 
tossed back and forth, during these deliberations. We know 
what the U.S. wanted - simply Lewis's release - but what 
did the Vietnamese want, ask, get, or not get, in return?) 

The CIA and State Department negotiators went to bat for 
Lewis because, in spite of his recklessness, and the foolish­
ness of Station superiors who allowed him to walk into a 
trap, he was an 'active' officer at the time of his capture and 
captivity. Tucker was not. 

That difference saved Jim's Life, and cost Tucker his. 
Tucker Gouglemann was a retired officer. He told the 

Station to take a flying leap. No one lifted a finger to help 
him, except his old friend Bill Buckley, and that was not 
enough. 

George Bacon was an ex-officer who resigned, and he 
essentially told CIA to take a similar airborne flight. When 

Finally, as a gesture of goodwill from the 
Special Operations Group, one of Kayak's former colleagues 
and training officers, a PM Case Officer known as 'Mr. 
Clean' (for his physical resemblance to the genie in the TV 
commercial) went to Massachusetts to talk to and console 
the parents. 

'Clean' did little more than eventually walk away with 
Kayak's address book, phone numbers, and other documents, 
which he never returned after borrowing them. He never sug­
gested ideas on how to get Kayak's remains back, nor to the 
parent's knowledge or my recollection, did he ever propose 
that HQS initiate such a proposal to the MPLA in Luanda, the 
Cubans, the Russians, the Portuguese, the UN, the 
Organization of African Unity (OAU), Gulf Oil in Cabinda, 
the French Government, whose own mercenaries had helped 
the MPLA, or anyone else. 

As the Agency demonstrated in the cases of Jim Lewis and 
Tucker Gougleman, where there's a will, there's a way. Where 
there's not, there's not. This is not criticism. 

It's just the facts of life facing soldiers of fortune. 

A Matter Of Conscience 
Over the years, I never felt responsible for Kayak's fate in 

Angola. Although I failed to talk him out of his venture, I did 
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more than most to try to prevent his suicide mission. 
Still, he was a friend and a former comrade-in-arms. I've 

always felt bad for his parents, and uncomfortable with the 
lack of humanity and caring displayed by his former govern­
ment-component employers - and even by a few of his old 
colleagues who were in a better position to press for the 
recovery of his remains than I was at the time. 

In the decades since he died, I followed the ebb and flow 
of Angola's political tide, and frequently thought about 
Kayak's body, lying thousands of miles from home. Was it in 
an unmarked grave and unrecoverable, I wondered? Or was 
he carefully put into the ground by military or intelligence 
officers who had the forethought to mark the spot and record 
its location on some document - just in case they ever need­
ed to prove something for their own benefit? 

After my old friend Bill Buckley died in captivity in the 
Beka'a Valley in Lebanon, I pressed the Agency for years not 
to forego the effort to retrieve his remains. I obtained 
Buckley's dental records when HQS had no idea where to 
look. I sought leads from representatives of radical Arab gov­
ernments on where his remains might be and how to retrieve 
them - leads that turned out to be accurate in the encl. And 
finally, when the hostage saga was almost over, I reminded 
high level CIA officials, much to their annoyance, that 
Buckley's body, and that of lieutenant Colonel Rich Higgins, 
in addition to the remaining live hostages, should be part of 
any deal to end the seven-year old ordeal. 

In 1993, the CIA and the Defense Department, offered 
early retirements to select employees who met certain quali-

SOF' s man in Havana, Chip Beck, taking in some of the sights 
while his mind focuses on an infinitely more somber, and impor­
tant, mission: that of securing Cuban assistance in recovering the 
remains of his friend. 
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fications of service time or age. As a member of the 
Clandestine Service with longer than five years overseas 
duty, I was normally eligible to retire at age 50 and 20 years 
of service. At age 4 7, with 2 7 years military and intelligence 
service, and well in excess of five years overseas, I qualified 
for CIA's 'early out. ' 

In an unusual move for most Agency retirees, I went back 
on active Navy Duty for three years, and my final assignment 
was working as a POW Special Investigator for the Defense 
POW/MIA Office (DPMO). It was during this tour of duty 
that I again came into contact with old POW cases that I 
lmew from my six years service in-and-around Indochina -
Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia, and Thailand. 

Going back over the unclassified aspects of the lewis and 
Gouglemann cases, and adding to them the cases of Marc 
Filloux, Morgan Donahue, David Hrdlicka, Emmit Kaye, Air 
America pilots Ritter and Townley, and other people I had 
known personally or had known about, would occasionally 
take me back to the case of George Bacon. 

The Cuba Connection Resurfaces 
This was particularly true when I happened to be looking 

into the role of a Cuban interrogation team that was assigned 
to extract anti-war statements and confessions of propaganda 
value from 20 American POWs at a prison in Hanoi the 
POWs called 'The Zoo.' 

In a routine email request to a DPMO analyst named Bob 
Destatte, I asked in June 1996 if I could review the 'Cuba 
files ' presumably on hand in his section, to see if there were 
clues in the documents that might shed light on the POWs 
who were transferred to the Soviet Union during the course 
of the Vietnam War. 

'Half the response I expected, but the other half was 
astounding for its absurdity. There were no transfers of 
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During opening session of the First International War Correspondents 
Convention, author (center) listens to statement read by Cuban journalist Raul 
Valdez Vivas, known as the 'Ambassador to the Jungle.' {left) Beck reviews his 
notes on George Bacon and those on various interviews with Bacon and others 
in his room at Havana Libre Hotel, formerly the Havana Hilton. {below) Making 
friends. As a U.S. Navy combat artist and professional editorial cartoonist, 
author made it a habit to meet, greet and draw for children he encountered. 
Here he draws a cartoon for a little boy in San Antonio de las Banos, in western 
Cuba. Boy is wearing "Simpsons" t-shirt which somehow beat the embargo. 

POWs to the Soviet Union, and there were no Cubans in 
Vietnam during the war,' Destatte intoned authoritatively in 
a responding email. 

I knew from my own intelligence experience in Indochina 
and from conversations with Mike Benge, a friend and former 
POW who had been interrogated by a Cuban officer in I969, 
that Destatte's statement was so incredibly false as to imme­
diately raise suspicions. Everett Alvarez, another POW who 
was confronted by the Cubans at the Zoo, scoffs at such a 
statement. (Note: Even Cuban officials, to whom this 
reporter talked in Havana, laughed at the Destatte's statement 
and called it absurdly false.) 

During a series of e-mail challenges created to force 
Destatte to commit to paper, his false story quickly unrav­
eled. The nonsense he tried to foist off on ordinary family 
members did not work as well when he encountered some­
one with more Intelligence experience than his own. 

The significance of the exchanges with Destatte on Cuba's 
role in Vietnam, as far as the George Bacon case went, was 
located in a box of 'hidden DPMO Cuban files' that I eventu­
ally uncovered and had subpoenaed by Congressman Bob 
Dornan's Subcommittee on Military Personnel, which was 
essentially the House of Representatives' POW/MIA 
Oversight component. 

As a POW investigator with a Top Secret clearance and a 
'need to know,' I should have been provided the Unclassified 

Cuban files within DPMO. However, since the information 
contained in the files , like so many other things concealed by 
DPMO, contradicted years of official statements, I had to go 
to Congress to obtain what was just around the corner in my 
own OSD office! 

When Congressional staffer Al Santoli and I went 
through the box of subpoenaed documents after spreading 
them out on the floor of Dornan's office, we came across the 
name of two Cuban journalists, Raul Valdez Vivo and Marta 
Rojas. This couple, who are famous war correspondents in 
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Author and a MINREX official view art and photo display of works 
by other artists who have viewed wars firsthand. 

Cuba, had interviewed U.S. POWs held by the Viet Cong in 
South Vietnam's Tay Ninh Province in 1965 - a full two 
years before the 20 POWs were interrogated by a three-man 
Cuban team at 'The Zoo,' in Hanoi. Mike Benge met 'his 
Cuban' in 1969. 

Far from 'not being involved in Vietnam,' as Deslatte ini­
tially claimed, my discoveries clearly revealed that Cubans 
had come into contact with American POWs at least in 1965, 
1967, 1968, and 1969. 

Shortly after I surfaced the DPMO holdings on the Cuban 
documents, my active-duty time was up. I was due to retire 
the following montl1, November 1996, after 33 years in the 
Reserves. It was just as well, for my internal challenges to 
duplicitous members of the DPMO management team had 
worn out my welcome. 

Still, the POW mystery, of which I had old insights and 
new ideas , intrigued me. With the help of writer Tom Clancy, 
I continued probing the mystery of America's unrepatriated 
POWs who were caught up in the Soviet Gulags from 1918 
right through the Vietnam War. 

I was also on a path leading to George Bacon. 
One of ilie leads no one ever dared to follow was the 

Cuban angle. I decided to pursue that route along with some 
other promising avenues that DPMO had not wanted me to 
track. In fact, they had been so dead set against my pursuit 
of these leads, that some laws were apparently broken trying 
to sabotage my official investigations. 

Freed from the DPMO bureaucracy and petty saboteurs, l 
was able to follow up the Cuban leads on my own. In the 
process , I learned that Raul Valdez; the senior Cuban jour­
nalist who entered South Vietnam with the National 
Liberation Front, had written two books about his 1960s-
1970s exploits. One book, called El Gran Secreto: Los 
Cu.banos En El Camino de Ho Chi Minh, revealed details of 
Havana's 11-year incountry alliance and side-by-side experi­
ences with the Vietnamese in North Vietnam, South Vietnam, 
Laos, and Cambodia. 

So much for Destatte's expert opinion, which he had 

American Daniel Gearhart, executed by firing squad on 10 July 
1976. His advertisement as a soldier for hire, which appeared in 
initial issues of Soldier Of Fortune, sealed his fate. Why he carried 
a copy of this ad on his person, where it was later discovered by 
his captors, no one knows. 

assured me his brother-in-law (a North Vietnamese official) 
had vouched for, that the Cubans were not in Vietnam. 

Also interesting to me was Valdez' second book, called El 
Fin De Los Mercenarios. It was an account of the exploits, 
capture, and trial of the 13 mercenaries who had been with 
Kayak when he was killed. Boili books were published by 
Havana, decades ago , and the copies I obtained were yel­
lowed and worn. (In the 'mercenary' book, I found what 
might have been a single reference to Bacon, when one of his 
compatriots mentioned 'George.' However, since no last 
name was mentioned, the man might have referred to a 
European mercenary.) 

Still, it was obvious from Valdez's descriptions - for 
which he personally traveled to Angola in 1976 and exten­
sively interviewed all the captured mercenaries - that the 
Cuban military had captured the men, and had been in pri­
mary control when Kayak would have been killed. Oddly, the 
book did not delve into the dead ex-CIA officer's role with the 
mercenaries, which surprised me, since many parts of the 
book drifted over to such sidebar stories as the Bay of Pigs 
and other anti-Cuban or anti-Third World operations report­
edly conducted by the CIA. 

Why was Bacon's name left out of the book, I wondered? 
Did Valdez have an 'operational reason' for not writing 

about Bacon's background? When George was killed, did the 
Cubans simply not know about his CIA credentials at the 

Continued on page 90 
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Combat Sniper 
Continued from page 75 

What did you think I'd think?" 
Willoughby who was just getting to 

know Casey pretty well looked pissed, 
"I think you better shoot now, Casey, 
cause those bastards are moving pretty 
fast and in another minute there ain't 
gonna be nothin' left to shoot at! What 
do you think about that shit?" 

Sergeant Tom Casey didn't look at 
Ron Willoughby, but took the towel off 
the scope and raised the Remington to 
his shoulder and laid the barrel across a 
thick branch of a cedar tree to his front. 
The Viet Cong column was well past the 
600-meter dike marker that Willoughby 
had estimated. Casey took the rille off 
his shoulder and dialed in 600 meters of 
elevation. The wind was in his face and 
negligible. Casey held dead on the lead 
VC figuring that the bullet drop would 
take out the second man in the file. At 
700 meters the bullet would fall maybe 
45 inches, but he was shooting downs­
lope so the target would appear closer 
than it actually was perhaps out to 800 
meters. The column had green uniforms 
and wore soft green hats. The column 
had seven men and a black-dad soldier 
who might have been a female Viet 
Cong nurse. Casey figured that it really 
didn't matter because they were all 
armed and the woman was a combatant 
and subject to the same harsh rnles of 
survival that applied to everyone else in 
this crazy fucking war. 

The crosshairs settled on the point­
man's tunic and Casey took up the trig­
ger slack until the rifle discharged. 
Willoughby thought the blast and con­
cussion from the rifle was so loud in 
the eerie silence of the rice paddies that 
everyone in the world would know 
where he and Casey were emplaced. 

When the rifle barrel settled again 
onto the point man there was a gap 
behind his position and a soldier lay 
sprawled on the trail while the other 
members of the Viet Cong patrol scat­
tered into the treeline. The recoil of the 
rifle had lifted the scope off the target 
and Casey never saw the bullet strike. 
But there was no denying that the body 
of a Viet Cong soldier still lay immobile 
next to the paddies, while his comrades 
made a quick exit into the nearest 
cover. Tom Casey smiled and thought 
about carving a notch in the stock of his 
new Remington. No, on second thought 
Casey had to admit that that was a hell 
of a lucky shot in this kind of weather. 
He smiled thinking about all the talk 

82 

about checking out kills for documents 
and stupid stuff like that. Casey looked 
toward the treeline where the Viet 
Cong soldiers no doubt still waited 
for some stupid Marine to confirm the 
kill. As far as Willoughby and Casey 
were concerned the kill was plenty 
confirmed and if the son-of-a-bitch 
had any documents he could damn 
well keep 'em. 

An hour later Manny Ybarra and the 
patrol from Hotel Company came 
toward the hill and waved for the 
snipers to join up. Casey noticed that 
Sergeant Ybarra had approached the 
sniper hide from the other side of the 
rice valley. later Ybarra pointed out 
that the surest way to get ambushed is 
to come in from patrol using the same 
trails you went out on. 

Manny Ybarra just smiled when 
Casey and Willoughby joined the patrol. 
"You guys saved our chili when you shot 
that gook. I owe you boys a couple of 
Schlitz beers when we get back to An 
Hoa. Remember, don't never come back 
the same way you go out. I didn't make 
it through the DMZ by being a dumb 
fuckin' Mexican. We got smart 
Mexicans, too. Vamonos muchachos!" 

Tom Casey looked at Ron Willoughby 
and nodded toward Sergeant Ybarra who 
had tucked into the column behindjohn 
lafley as the point stepped on the gas 
back to An Hoa. "I think if we stick with 
these guys we might just stay alive. What 
do you think?" 

Ron Willoughby looked Tom Casey 
over and mimicked his best John 
Wayne impersonation. "I think this 
Sergeant Ybarra is no dumb enchilada. 
What do you think, you big fuckin' 
Gyrhead?" 

laughing, Casey and Willoughby 
humped home to An Hoa from their 
first patrol in the Arizona Territory. 
They were happy to be alive. And that's 
no shit. 

Culbertson served as a rifleman, MOS 
0311 , with the 2nd Battalion, 5th Marine 
Regiment, 1st Marine Division at An Hoa 
Combat Base, Republic of Vietnam from 
December 1966 until ]itly 1967. Private 
First Class Culbertson saw combat action 
on Operation Tuscaloosa, 24-28 January 
1967. He completed 1st Marine Division 
Scout Sniper School in Da Nang in March 
1967. He received the secondary MOS 
8541 (scout sniper). He served with the 
2nd Battalion, 5th Marines on 11 major 
operations and was wounded in action 
earning three Purple Hearts. Culbertson 
was honorably discharged in 1971 at the 
rank of sergeant. '9( 
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U.S. Border Patrol 
Continued from page 41 

rants it, however, the agents can arm 
themselves with shotguns or the newly 
issued M4 carbines. "Illegal immigra­
tion is our primary mission, but we 
also wind up seizing more drngs and 
contraband than all of the other agen­
cies combined. That's when it gets 
tight. losing a drug load is a real hit in 
the pocket, and the potential for vio­
lence goes up ," one agent remarked. "If 
we get wind that something serious is 
up, well, we have force multipliers that 
can be brought to bear," he commented, 
grinning. Sometimes, however, the bor­
der produces its own set of surprises. 

In the wake of a $200,000 bounty 
that Northern Mexican drug cartels 
posted on any Federal agent working 
the border, several armed incursions 
have occurred that seem to be targeted 
at the agents themselves. "I've seen 
sniper teams hop the border and run 
interference for shipments," an agent in 
a neighboring sector told SOF. "I've 
also seen an increase in hostile acts 
toward agents and even some attempts 
to hunt us down. " 

Indeed, during one well-publicized 
incident in Texas, two HUMVEES full 
of Mexican troops, led by a lieutenant 
Colonel , chased and shot at an agent 
for 3 miles after driving through the 
border fence. After being apprehended, 
the State Department arrived, made 
profuse apologies all around and hus­
tled the captured troops back to the 
Mexican side as quickly as possible. 
This unilateral move left the FBI a little 
steamed, as they have a legal mandate 
to question anyone involved in shoot­
ing at federal agents. 

Again , on 24 October 2000, near San 
Diego, 10 Mexican Army soldiers armed 
with H&K G-3 rilles crossed the border. 
After setting up covering positions, the 
main element maneuvered and tried to 
capture two agents, who were forced to 
escape and evade through the scrub. 
They retreated back into Mexico when 
they couldn't find the agents and rein­
forcements arrived. Senior officials at 
the Department of justice played down 
the incidents but stepped up efforts to 
improve communication and liaison 
with Mexican authorities . 

In the Tucson Sector the new 
liaisons have apparently been working, 
with no incursions of note in the last 
year. "The Mexican authorities have 
been much more cooperative. It's to the 
point where we're vectoring them onto 
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crimes we see happening on their side 
of the border," another agent told us at 
Tucson HQ. "It's still a dangerous game, 
though. We've seen people setting up 
LP/OPs on the south side to ID our 
movements. They're basically LRRPs 
and we watch them very carefully." 

Meet The Flintstones 
"You lmow you're making an impact 

when you hear those kinds of things. 
They're getting frustrated," Agent 
Garland remarked when we brought it 
up. "With more agents putting on the 
pressure, we're disrupting their traffic. 
That's why we're seeing more aggression. 
More rockings, more drive-throughs and 
more broken windows." A quick look 
around the Douglas station motor pool 
confirmed that. Over half the fleet of 
Chevy and Ford SUVs had permanently 
attached riot cages reminiscent of 
Northern Ireland. In the Southwest 
desert, there is no shortage of rocks. 

"When that's happening, we bring in 
our force multipliers and keep a sharp 
eye on our flanks. Many times when 
we're having rockings down here at the 
wall it's a diversion for something 
they're trying to move farther up the 
line. But we've got such a mobility 
advantage that many times we can run 
that down as well." Indeed, if it walks, 
runs or flies, the Border Patrol uses it. 
Everything from horses to helicopters 
is in the inventory. 

But what the crossers really hate is 
the new fleet of Suzuki quad runners, 
or "Quad Squads," now deployed on 
every shift. These light ATVs are fitted 
with 340cc four-stroke engines and are 
so quick and agile that little in the 
desert stands a chance of outrunning 
them. It has to be one of the more 
enjoyable assignments in the Border 
Patrol. Every Quad Squad agent we 
spoke to loved the duty. 

Usually operating in two-man teams, 
the "Quad Squads" are free to roam their 
assigned area, responding to hits from 
the control room or checking things out 
on their own. Their low silhouette 
makes them hard to detect in the scrub 
when they lay in ambush and come rac­
ing down on unsuspecting groups. 

"They hate the quad runners more 
than anything else. They hate them so 
much that even the sound of them in an 
area has become a deterrent," Garland 
told us as we dismounted on the south 
side ofl-80, ready to have another go at 
the group of runners. As good as the 
Quads are, though, heavily fenced areas 
at night are a major hazard for them, so 
we were on foot again. 

Cat And Mouse 
Barbed-wire fence of the night, num­

ber IO. Twang, tangle, stumble, fall, 
curse. We had been told that this would 
be like a game of cat and mouse. At least 
cats can see in the dark. Hopping in and 
out of the truck had ruined my night 
vision. What I was doing now was more 
like chasing quail, blindfolded, through 
a needle factory. This group would just 
not stop moving. Every time agents 
approached them, they scooted away 
south and zigged their way back north 
again for another try at the highway. 

The controllers were guiding us in, 
but despite all the new technology, the 
agent's best weapon is still old-fash­
ioned tracking and fieldcraft. While I 
had managed to get separated from the 
main body, Garland was leading 
Angelica through a crash course in old­
time desert sign-cutting. He had picked 

. up the trail about 100 meters in and ran 
it right to where the group had been 
holed-up. Not once did he use his flash­
light. After pausing to point out the dif­
ferent types of tracks left behind, con­
trol reported that the "Quad Squad" had 
pounced on a group of 25 men and 
women north of the road. Meeting back 
at the truck, he assured us that time was 
getting short for the runners. "As long 
as I keep them below the highway, soon­
er or later they'll either give up and go 
home or we'll get them." No worries. 

Here To Save As Well As Serve 
North of the road, the larger group 

had apparently been abandoned by 
their guide and the "Quad Squad" had 
little trouble chasing them down. Field 
interviews determined their origin as 
Chiapas, scene of a bitter peasant 
uprising several years ago and repres­
sive military occupation ever since. 
Newly elected President Vmcente Fox 
had reportedly pulled the army out, but 
the entrants said the situation was still 
desperate. "The military is gone but 
now there's no food. We're starting to 
starve, so we came north," one of the 
detainees reported. Huddled together, 
dejected and cold, they were truly a 
pathetic sight, completely unprepared 
for the environment they had been 
abandoned to. 

"My mandate is to enforce the law, 
but I've also got a lot of compassion for 
these people. All of us do. We see them, 
we lmow what's driving them here," 
Garland reflected as the agents took 
down basic information. Other agents 
we spoke to echoed his sentiments. 
They were here as much to protect the 
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entrants from the hazards of the desert 
and indentured servitude, as they were 
to enforce the law. "We get a bad rap in 
the media for stopping these people," 
one agent complained. "But tell me, 
where are they when these people are 
stuck 30 miles from nowhere, lost, with 
no water?" 

"New York," I replied. 
All agreed that this was not simply a 

border control issue but a problem with 
roots on both sides of the fence. "When 
there's some chance for these people to 
ma:ke an honest living at home, our job 
will be much easier," a young agent told 
us. "At the same time, U.S. businesses 
have proven that they will do whatever 
they can to up their profit margin. If 
that means using quasi slave labor, 
well, they've proven that they're willing 
to do that." 

Bird In Hand 
We hadn't been with the Chiapas 

group for long when Agent Garland's 
radio squawked out the news that our 
runners had finally been bagged. We 
mounted-up and ducked back across 
the highway to find them sitting in a 
group under the supervision of several 
tired but victorious agents. As Garland 
had said, they were mostly young and 
all male, probably heading to the farm 
fields of California or the construction 
sites of Phoenix. "No comprende" was 
the reply when I inquired about the 
going rates for hanging drywa:H. 

Dejected by their capture, for them, 
the chase was over. Most were so cold 
they could barely sign their names on 
the field record forms. Between them 
they couldn't have stitched together a 
poncho. Like the last group, jeans, a 
sweater and maybe a thin blanket were 
their only fieldgear. 

"Tonight has been slow," was the 
comment as we headed back to the sta­
tion. "After the New Year things will 
really pick up again. Some think that 
we're the solution to this. We're not. 
The solution lies with the nations who 
border us, and those parties in the U.S. 
that take advantage of this kind of traf­
fic. Until those things change, on both 
sides, we'll be doing this night after 
night, 365 days a year." 

Note: Because of the increasing risk to 
agents of the U.S. Border Patrol and illegal 
entrants, SOF has made every effort to 
conceal their appearances. 

Jim and Angelica covered the conflicts in 
Croatia and Bosnia together for many years. 
Angelica is a native of Zagreb, Croatia. ~ 
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MilitalJ Tourism 
Continued from page 67 

Or, take along a buddy, and don't tell 
him you signed up for the $2,750 pack­
age that ends with both engines 
switched off and a dead-stick, autorota­
tion landing. (In this case, his Depends 
are your responsibilty). 

Pound for pound, tooling around in 
a T-72 or a BMP combat infantry vehicle 
is a good buy. Driving six klicks in a T-
72 is worth $350, or you can select a 
BMP for only $200. Firing an RPG-7 
will set you back $150 (you are not 
allowed to potshot the T-72 you couldn't 
afford) , and firing the 30mm on a BMP 
will set you back $180 a round. Firing 
the 125 smoothbore cannon on a tank 
is an impressive blast for $300. 

For the discerning small-arms 
enthusiast there is a wide range of 
hardware to play with, but the prices 
are oddly set. For instance, one round 
of 7.62x54R in a Dragunov will set you 
back a whopping $20, or one round of 
7.62x39 in an SKS is a hefty $4 - but 
for only $8 you can fire a six-round 
burst in an AK-74. Go figure . For a 
mere $2 you will .get issued one round 
like Barney Fife for a Nagant revolver 
or a TT Tokarev pistol. $15 will get you 
six rounds to rip through a PPSh. They 
also offer a good lineup of rifle-caliber 
machine guns , from an MG-34 in 
7. 92x59 to an aging Maxim in 
7.62x54R - plus the usual suspects in 
a variety of calibers such as an RPK, 
NSV a ZPU and even an AGS-17. 

Speaking of potshooting a T-72, it is 
worth noting here that being fiscally 
sound is not the only entrance require­
ment. One must also be physically and 
mentally sound, or reasonably close to 
it, and pass medical tests and pass a 
screening and security check by the 
local heat. 

A Day In the Life Df Ivan Denisevich 
Oddly enough, one of the most pop­

ular offerings is a holiday called "The 
Extremely Ascetic Life of A Rank,and­
File Soldier. " Participants turn to at 
0630, do the morning exercise routine, 
share a spartan breakfast with regular 
Ukrainian G.l.s , and spend a day in the 
Carpathian Steppes doing shit details . 
Thus far, clients have ranged in age 
from 20 to 53 , and included curious 
former servicemen on a busman's holi­
day, or bored civvies who want to try 
something different. 

But the long green is most apt to 
come from the well-heeled tourists 
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For a reasonable tee you can act out your fantasies of an armored-car heist in a BTR-70. 

who want to play with toys . And, of 
course, it is hoped there will be a syn­
ergism with marketplace exposure for 
Ukrspetsexport's wares. For years , 
leading-edge weapons, in particular 
missiles, were produced for the Soviet 
Union in the Ukraine but, of course, 
marketed through Moscow. With the 
breakup of the Soviet Union, the 
world market for former-Soviet arms 
was garnered by Moscow, who had an 
intact merchandising apparatus . 
Ukraine has some catching up to do in 
the promotional arena, and like any 
other retail endeavor, the three rules 
for success are exposure, exposure, 
and exposure. Noted Heorhiy 
Mazurov of Ukrspetsexport, "We have 
to use every chance to promote our 
arms. We also want to show that our 
armed forces exist and are able to 
defend the country." 

Trading Cold War For Cold Cash 
There are many harsh realities in 

countries of the former Soviet Union 
today, and the leading one is that the 
transition to a market economy, in a 
country with no institutional memory 
of free enterprise, can be a tough row to 
hoe. When nobody has any money, 
there is no money to flow from hand to 
hand, lubricating the wheels of produc­
tivity, and without productivity there is 
no wealth to share. Duh-uh. To those 
raised in the free market this goes with­
out saying, but to those with no tradi­
tion of individual - or even corporate 
- enterprise such basics never occur. 
That the Ukrainian military has had the 
insight to capitalize - pun intended -
on what assets they have shows an 
encouraging insight and flexiblity. 

With a declining population of 
some 50 million and an active force of 

400,000 (half what it was in 1991), 
and a faltering economy, Ukraine is 
hard-pressed to fund their military. 
They were slated to spend U.S. $441 
million in 2000 (in local funds that's 
2.4 billion hryvnias), and of this the 
military was expected to raise some 
900 million hryvnias on its own, by 
hauling freight (an army has trucks , 
right?) and using their various facili­
ties for repair work. But those were 
"projected" funds, with the military 
actually getting only about 60%. It 
was time to get creative. 

Noted the Deputy Commander of 
the Desna tram mg ground , 
Lieutenant Colonel Yury Dumansky, 
"We need to earn additional funds to 
maintain weapons and protect combat 
capability ... We were forced to look 
for unorthodox methods ways to earn 
money, and have placed our hopes 
with 'military tourism. ' "Why hasn't 
the U.S. Army recruiting command 
thought of this? Let prospective 
recruits get a taste ... and pay for it, 
instead of letting million-dollar con­
tracts for ad agencies to come up with 
lame slogans. The Ukrainian military 
is preparing to handle up to a thou­
sand affluent tourists a month, and 
inquiries pour in from all industrial­
ized states. 

Because initiative and flexibility are 
two traits the communists tried to 
breed out of the Ukrainian people for 
three generations, killing millions in 
the process, it is gratifying to find these 
traits still in the gene pool, and we wish 
this enterprise well. 

Brilliant, in fact. We wish them 
every success. 

Globe-trotting Frank Hopkins is a fre­
quent contributor to SOF. ~ 
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The Locals lire Friendly 
Continued from page 66 

Arrive hungry and prepared to 
accept all food and drink. Ukrainians 
will feed, and feed , and feed . Better 
to take several small servings so they 
know you liked it, and clean your 
plate. Expect your drink to be topped 
off continually - do not empty it 
unless you want more. Refusing food 
may be considered rude, as food is 
the ultimate hospitality in a nation 
where millions were starved to death 
by the Russians in the process of 
communization in the 1930s, and 
where advancing azis stole an 
entire year's harvest. 

Compliment the cook on the food, 
and parents on their children, but do 
not compliment them on any of their 
belongings, as they may offer it to you. 

It is polite to share snacks and 
smokes with those around you. Don't 
bring them out unless you want to 
share. When dining out at an upscale 
restaurant, expect your coat, briefcase 
or baggage to be checked: no pet cats 
in, no silver and crystal out! 

Business dress is conservative: Do 
not take off a suit coat unless invited. 
Business cards should be English on 
one side, Ukrainian on the other. It 
doesn't matter if you don't speak their 
language, but it is .important to show 
you !mow tl1ey do. 

Do not stick your thumb between 
your index and second finger, as this 
is a very rude gesture - rude enough 
l could never get a local to tell me 
exactly what it meant. If you mash 
your thumb in a door, hold it with the 
other hand or put it in your pocket. 
Don't even think about playing 
"got'cha nose" with a cute little kid. 
His daddy might feel obliged to get 
violently protective. 

There are more freelancers than 
licensed taxis, and they're cheaper. 
But don't get in a POV with more than 
two people in it. Ukraine has a zero­
tolerance policy for drinking and dri­
ving. None. No breathalyzer. Smell 
like booze or beer behind the wheel 
and you're going to jail. 

Always take your own toilet paper 
and soap along on the train. In fact, 
it's a good idea to bring it from home 
if you think the local products might 
not be up to your standard. 

Be flexible and polite. Enjoy. 
Expect to make some long-term 
friends. You'll probably be treated like 
the prodigal son. - FH. 
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Battle Blades 
Continued from page 28 

titioners among the European gentry. 
The American frontier proved to be 

the perfect environment for the devel­
opment of the ultimate fighting lmife 
and also for the most effective means of 
its deployment. In Europe, for the most 
part, the gentry succeeded in keeping 
these fencing skills away from the 
lower social classes of citizenry. In 
America, it was quite different. New 
Orleans was essentially a microcosm of 
European culture on American soil, and 
when the fencing masters of Europe 
crossed the Atlantic and began to ply 
their trade in this city, the secrets of 
successful blade combat began to 
emerge on a broader scale. 

Once the carefully guarded fencing 
principles were available to the rough 
and tumble element of riverfront ew 
Orleans and the Natchez Trace, proper 
knife technique rapidly developed. In 
this environment there were no reli­
gious, cultural, or warrior codes to 
restrict the effective development or 
dissemination of the brutally effective 
techniques as they emerged. 

Proper knife technique and fencing 
technique are not one and the same, but 
both have at their core the need to steal 
reach and distance from the opponent. 
The easiest way to steal reach from 
your opponent is to simply have a blade 
that is longer than his. lf you have a 
Bowie Knife with a blade 11 inches 
long and your opponent has a boot dag­
ger that has a 5-inch blade because he 
thinks it is easier to carry, then you 
have a very real tactical advantage. You 
can now reach him a lot easier than he 
can reach you. The other methods of 
stealing reach and distance involve 
proper footwork, deception, and proper 
application of timing. Though largely 
unknown at this time, these techniques 
are currently being taught. 

There is also the matter of using the 
blade itself in the most efficient manner 
possible. There is a flow, or series of 
cuts with a Bowie knife that enables a 
skilled practitioner to deliver five sepa­
rate and distinct cuts in just over one 
half of a second. l personally know sev­
eral men who have been electronically 
timed in the delivery of a five cut flow 
in .58 to .59 seconds. The backcut tech­
nique with a Bowie knife can actually 
be delivered so quickly that it is impos­
sible for the human eye to follow, and 
what the eye cannot see, the body can­
not react to and avoid. 
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Speed is a vital part of the equation, 
but the ability to deliver these strikes 
without jeopardizing ones self is also 
necessary if you yourself are to avoid get­
ting cut. Proper instruction also pro­
vides evasion and avoidance tech­
niques, for in proper Bowie technique, 
as you deliver a blow, you are at that 
same instant taking steps to avoid being 
hit by your opponent. Most of these 
moves are subtle, and very difficult to 
see, even when done in slow motion. 
They cannot be learned from a book or 
photograph and while video instruction 
is available, a true in-depth understand­
ing of them can only be transferred by 
personal instruction, either in a group 
setting or one on one. The real beauty of 
this system lies in its simplicity. While 
it is subtle, it is not necessarily complex 
and is easily taught and learned. 

As any new technique begins to 
emerge, there are always those who 
want to jump on the bandwagon and 
make a fast buck. In that vein, there are 
a number schools springing up that 
purport to offer proper Bowie instruc­
tion. I will recommend two at the pre­
sent time, and both are well established 
and have earned solid marks for accom­
plishment. Your money will be well 
spent by attending either of these pro­
grams, and you could hardly do better 
than to take them both. 

Cold Steel has developed a training 
program they call their "Cut and Don't 
Be Cut" seminar. It is a good, solid pro­
gram that is well worth two days of 
your time and the tuition. For more 
information contact Cold Steel at (800) 
255-4 716. Videos are also available. 

Combat Technologies holds their 
famed Riddle of Steel as well as offering 
individual, personalized instruction in 
true Bowie technique. The Riddle of 
Steel has become the must-attend event 
for those who seek advanced Bowie 
studies. Videos are also available. 
Comtech can be reached at (541) 938-
2175 . You can email them at 
comtech@bmi.net. 

You can get your Bowie knife on line 
from Bayou Lafourche Knife Works. This 
is a really neat cutlery shop with com­
petitive prices carrying over 30 different 
brand names of product. They stock ilie 
complete Cold Steel line, as well as the 
Ontario Hell's Belle and Gambler. Get 
your knife at www.lmifeworks.com or 
call them at (888) 225-9775. 

If you are serious about elevating 
your lmife skills to the highest level, get 
a good fighting Bowie and learn how to 
use it. This is your roadmap on how to 
get iliere. "9( 
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War Dogs 
Continued from page 55 

mer prisoner-of-war Wynand du Toit, 
who sat out the war in an Angolan death 
cell, or Parachute Regiment Major 
Cobus Claassens could command five 
or six thousand dollars a month. "Big 
bucks" though, wasn't the norm. 

fighting Higher for Higher Wages 
It was different in the air. Helicopter 

gunship pilots like Charlie Tate, Arthur 
Walker or Neall Ellis could, in theory, 
notch up more than $100,000 a year. As 
with their counterparts, it was tax-free, 
though in truth, contracts rarely lasted 
long enough to score well. Also, living 
conditions, food and water in some of 
these countries were often grim. While 
the food in Angola was passable, EO 
units in Sierra Leone had to learn to eat 
like the natives, because for much of 
the time - especially beyond Freetown 
- there was little else. "You get used to 
it," said Co bus Claassens, who spent a 
year with EO fighting the RUF. In fact, 
he told me that there are now some 
West African dishes that he couldn't 
live without. 

Most of the mercenary airmen took 
their chances, though risk was always a 
factor. Contact with others out of their 
immediate areas of operations were 
often tenuous, if only because black 
soldiers on the "Dark Continent" are 
inherently suspicious of white men car­
rying guns. None of it was made any 
easier by the fact that few of these war 
dogs could speak the language. In 
places like the Congo (French) and 
Angola (Portuguese) , that was crucial if 
you were to survive, never mind radio 
comms with an outlying military post 
where the commander is rabidly anti­
white and controls the only supply of 
fuel for 500 miles. 

Also, if something went sour, search 
and rescue throughout almost the 
entire subcontinent is non-existent. 
Consequently, if you go down, you're 
on your own. Every one of these men 
has his stock of war stories and some 
will curl hair. 

I know of at least three instances of 
mercenary soldiers having been killed 
and eaten. Speak to the locals and they 
will tell you that it's all part of the great 
jungle mystique. To consume the body 
and soul of your adversary gives you 
his "strength" and makes for powerful 
muti or "medicine,"they reckon. 

In essence, the mercenary types that 
I've encountered in the score or so of 

wars that I've covered over the past 35 
years have really not been all that dif­
ferent from any regular U.S . Army, 
British Royal Marine Commando or 
United Nations troop from countries 
around the world. Sitting in with a 
planning group at U.S. Army Opera­
tional HQ in Mogadishu, Somalia in the 
early '90s was much the same as being 
with a crowd of Her Majesty's officers 
at Lungi Airport some 10 years later. 
So, too, with a planning group of the 
army of El Salvador, gathered around 
maps in the control room in the eastern 
city of San Miguel when that insur­
gency was at its worst. Bob MacKenzie 
organized that one. 

While flying combat in a rickety old 
Mi-24 helicopter gunship with Neall 
Ellis in Sierra Leone in the summer of 
2000, we shared an operations and map 
room with British Army elements 
(including Special Forces) at Cockerill 
Army Headquarters in Freetown. To 
some of us, we might have been back 
home. Interestingly, Whitehall asked a 
few questions about what it termed 
"the mercenary connection" but the 
bowler-hatted ones were never told the 
real story while the war went on. 

The Brotherhood Of Arms 
It's to be expected, perhaps, that 

mercenaries - officers and men alike 
- as with regular troops , tend to share 
a common empathy. 

It's what caused them to enlist and 
don a uniform in the first place: the 
attraction of a fine tradition, the lore of 
yesterday's battles and, to some, the 
discipline. Also, meres, like regulars, 
have similar foibles. So, too, with aspi­
rations. Back home both sets of indi­
viduals have families , wives, girlfriends 
(and in one or two notable cases, even 
among the hired guns, boyfriends). 

Many of them are parents. Their 
fears for the future , like yours and mine, 
are identical. And while government 
troops are subject to their respective 
government laws, mercenaries , too, of 
late, have increasingly become answer­
able to international law. One of the last 
documents signed by Clinton before he 
left the White House, was a Human 
Rights bill involving war crimes. 

Ultimately, this legislation and its 
international ramifications will bring 
some of the transgressors to justice. 
The "brutality of war," as Sloban 
Milosovic is about to find out, no 
longer covers a multitude of sins. 

Al Venter is SOF's Contributing Editor 
for Africa. ~ 
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I Was There 
Continued from page 17 

"Patrol Base Hill." One side rose up 
from a large pond fed by the creek 
running down through "Infiltration 
Alley" from North Korea. When 
things got slow we'd joke about noti­
fying the Battalion Tactical 
Operations Center (TOC) and report­
ing a North Korean mini-sub and two 
frogmen. 

A few nights later another platoon 
actually made a similar report in all 
seriousness. You've got to watch those 
late night ambush hallucinations. I 
think maybe somebody was toking 
some homegrown Korean "happy 
smoke" on that one. 

We set up a 360-degree perimeter 
and after a few hours one of the 
OP/LPs heard something. They came 
up on the net and asked for some help 
checking it out. I quickly trooped the 
perimeter and spotted the Claymores 
with my binos to make sure they were 
still kosher and hadn't been fucked 
with. Then I sent one of my patrol 
leaders out with a four-man patrol to 
investigate. When he broke squelch 
and came up on the platoon push he 
was laughing. The patrol had spotted 
two adolescent Korean boys down by 
the water's edge, butt-ass naked, and 
vigorously (and quite happily) 
engaged in a round of alternating bug­
gery. After sneaking up on them the 
troops scared the hell out of the two 
"butt-bandits." The little homos ran 
off, leaving their clothes behind. 

Some of the troops razzed our 
KATUSAs (Koreans assigned to U.S. 
units) about the future ROK general 
officers they'd just seen. Corporal 
Lee, B.D. (aka "Leebeedee") nodded 
approvingly and said, "Yes, Army fuck 
me, too." 

on To North Korea 
I took a recon patrol south to "infil­

tration alley" on the eastside near the 
ROK sector to cover our designated 
area of reconnaissance, I split the 
patrol into two 4man recon teams, I 
took Vinnie and Reynolds. 18, my 
cocky little smartass of an RTO. 
Reynolds looked like a leprechaun 
with a PRC-77 radio on its back. The 
fourth man was my pointman, Bob 
Marnell. Marnell was literally the 
finest pointman I've seen in combat 
ops on four continents. We snuck up 
to the thin piece of rusty barb wire 
and the battered tin sign denoting the 
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Military Demarcation Line (MDL) 
which split the DMZ and was the actu- · 
al border between North and South. 
We were well within the 100-meter 
stay-away distance (21D regulation) 
and we were creeping steadily closer. 
We were going into North Korea, just 
as we'd planned. 

"Look, I'm the patrol leader and I 
don't think it's such a good idea, 
said Vinnie. Marnell hid his smirk; 
Reynolds didn't bother. "Well," I 
said, while shooting a glare at my 
RTO, "this is the only time we've 
had an authorized patrol route over 
here. This is the only place you can 
cross and this is the only chance 
we'll have. " But Vinnie still wasn't 
going for it. 

"Okay, you guys go ahead if you 
want, but we're too close now. Besides 
somebody in Ouellette could see us ." 

Okay, so maybe my judgment wasn't 
the best, busting across the MDL, but 
it suddenly dawned on me that the 
reticence I'd noticed on Vinnie's previ­
ous patrol wasn't due to inexperience. 
It was fear. Fear is normal; it's good 
and healthy, but you don't let it con­
trol your actions or allow it to impact 
on the mission. He wasn't just wor­
ried about the North Koreans - he 
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was sweating division regulations 
(something the rest of us could have 
given a fuck about). He was worried 
about bending a rule even more than 
he was worried about enemy contact. 
The rest of us were hoping - hell, we 
were praying for contact. Anything to 
break the boredom. Besides , that's 
why we were there. 

Reynolds , despite his noisy brava­
do in innumerable platoon bull ses­
sions, elected to stay behind. Marnell 
popped over the MDL with me and we 
passed my totally unauthorized 
Canon Sureshot "patrol camera" back 
and forth. 

We returned to the patrol base on 
schedule and took over patrol base 
security so another patrol could leave. 
The third was on its way back. We 
always had one in, one out, and one 
incoming. When we had everyone 
back in after their recons and prior to 
going out on ambushes we took turns 
racking out. A few minutes after we 
returned it began to rain, really rain. 

After about five minutes in the 
steady downpour we were doing the 
rainjacket scrunch; sitting on our 
heels while we pulled the bottom of 
our rainjackets over our knees . Our 
teeth chattered and we occasionally 
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shivered from the cold. A prior victim 
of hypothermia, I knew we were still 
a long way from being in any danger. 
I wasn't worried about the platoon 
because most of the troops were bet­
ter off, laying in their positions, wear­
ing rainjackets, buddied-up and shar­
ing a poncho. Reynolds was curled up 
in his (and mine) dozing contentedly, 
a smile on his face while I pulled 
radio watch for the little shit. Vinnie 
was not happy. He was really begin­
ning to feel sorry for himself. Hell, 
this was only his second ambush. 
Wait 'til he did this every other night 
for a month or two. 

I told Vinnie, "Hell, you're a 
Ranger, man. Suck it up ." 

"But I thought it wasn't going to be 
like this anymore," he whined. Oh, 
great, I thought. 

Another Hudson High grad who 
chose Infantry because it was sup­
posed to be a quick route to the stars. 
Didn't think it would be like this any­
more? What the hell did he think they 
were preparing him for in Ranger 
School? I just looked at him and 
smiled. "Fuck it. I'm transferring to 
Military Intelligence," he said. He was 
totally serious. 

Oh, well, better that he and the 
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Army found out now. We had enough 
bogus "leaders of men" strutting 
around largely concerned with their 
own self-aggrandizement and career 
progression (usually at the expense of 
their troops.) At least Vinnie wa~ hon­
est. This shit was not for him. 

Handmike, gripped in a pale white 
(from the cold) and now water-wrin­
kled fist , as I walked over to the radio 
to check the freq. Reynolds, who 
could be one of the biggest crybables 
in the platoon, opened one eye and 
whispered "Dial 1-800-Whine," then 
closed it. "At ease, Reynolds," I said 
in my best platoon leader 1-will-be­
obeyed growl. (But I couldn't help but 
smile a little.) 

That night my patrol was the last 
to leave our patrol base. We had a dif­
ficult time moving through the thick 
foliage covering the hilltop and the 
nearby ravine. It was a moonless 
night and the rain continued to pour 
down in a steady stream. The torren­
tial rain, the thick wet foliage, and 
the lack of any ambient light made 
our PVS-5 night-vision goggles 
absolutely worthless. 

"fuck This, I'm (Still) Going To Ml." 
After the compass and pace men 

struggled for nearly an hour to stay on 
the correct azimuth we found the 
pond had flooded the paddies putting 
our ambush position under about 5 
feet of water. Lieutenant "I'm the 
Patrol Leader" Vinnie had given up on 
the decision-making process and life 
in general, so I set us up in a bunch of 
"happy mounds" (Korean graves) on 
some high ground using the tomb­
stones to backstop the Claymores and 
settled in for a long night. Early in the 
morning after the rain had subsided I 
woke up a couple of the troops with 
the toe of my boot and we moved back 
off the happy mounds and down to 
our pickup point. On the way out I 
said to Vinnie, "Hey, not really a bad 
night. " Again he said, "Fuck this, I'm 
going MI." He was serious. He made 
that statement with the total convic­
tion of a man who has seen the light. 
After the patrol was debriefed I played 
the game and signed-off on Vinnie's 
certification and wished him luck 
on his transfer to MI. 

With nine months as a platoon 
leader in the 2ID (his first active-duty 
assignment), SOF Senior Foreign Cor­
respondent Rob Krott held the record 
for most duty with troops as a rifle pla­
toon leader. Y<' 
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Tight Circle Of Warriors 
Continued from page 81 

time the book was written? The public 
information about Bacon's CIA history 
was certainly on the streets in 1976, 
when ABC Newsman Paul Berry, of 
Washington, D.C., broadcast a series of 
stories about Bacon, his CIA record, 
and his mercenary mission. 

likewise, in 1977, Soldier Of 
Fortune magazine published a lengthy 
feature article on Bacon and his para­
military exploits in Laos. 

The Cubans, I thought, had to have 
this information about Bacon not long 
after his death and while the mercenary 
trial events were still fresh. The show 
trial in Angola lasted months. Paul Beny 
was even kicked out of Luanda trying to 
film a TV documentary on Bacon and 
Washingtonian Daniel Gearhart. 

What did Valdez and other Cuban 
journalists or military personnel 
know, and how might it help relieve 
the suffering of George's parents, I 
wondered? At the time, 1996-1997, I 
was deeply immersed in studying the 
history of U.S.-Cuban relations , writ­
ing an outline for The Mongoos e and 
the Eagle, an account of secret wars 
between Havana and Washington that 
were waged in the Third World far 
beyond the Caribbean basin. 

In early 1998, I decided to ask the 
Cubans for permission to go to Havana 
to interview Valdez, Rojas, the interro­
gation team from The Zoo, as well as 
some Cuban POWs I had once 
befriended during the war in Angola. 

Perhaps, I thought, my humanitarian 
treatment of these Cuban soldiers might 
qualify me for equal consideration of a 
humanitarian gesture in return, to help 
my quest to locate Kayak's burial 
ground and retrieve his remains. 

It was a matter of finding the right 
person, preferably someone who was 
once my adversary of the field of battle 
or in the intelligence game. Among 
such people, a small, tight circle of 
warriors - even those once consid­
ered the enemy, one can find under­
standing and honor. 

Where there is honor, there can be 
cooperation. In November 1998, while 
on assignment for SOF in Havana, I 
found the man I was looking for, and 
with him the honor, understanding, 
and cooperation I had hoped for. 

To be continued. In Part III, SOF's 
Man In Havana tracks down the leads in 
the heart of Cuba. ~ 

Jlduentme Ouartennaster 
Continued from page 23 

weapons, and they have been in use 
ever since. Shortly after the War, simi­
lar but much lighter bipods came into 
use to enhance rifle accuracy and since 
that time have come into nearly uni­
versal use for precision shooting. They 
work, but with the exception of Steyr's 
built-in "Scout Rifle'' bipods, they may 
or may not be the handiest thing to 
carry, especially through the bush. 

Rather than carry a bipod, asked the 
designers at Custom Gear Northwest, 
why not be your own steady mount. The 
old G.I. rifle slings helped a lot, but they 
only steadied the rifle. CGNW's "Steady 
Aim Harness" is not a rifle sling, but a 
shooter sling which you wear that 
makes you - the primary weapon plat­
form - rock-steady and relaxed, and 
comfortable. The relaxed part is impor­
tant when you must sit motionless for 
extended periods. Long-term comfort is 
enhanced by a built-in seat cushion, and 
the sling that encircles the shooter 
makes sitting in an alert position for 
extended period virtually effortless. 

Whether shooting, spotting or film­
ing, the Steady Aim Harness takes the 
strain out of being motionless. This is a 
new-departure accessory worth consid­
ering by any precision shooter. Avail­
able from Custom Gear Northwest, 
Dept. SOF, 5727 E. Sprague, Spokane, 
WA 99212; phone: 509-535-6174. 

Nikon Field Image System MX 
Watching in real time, and remem­

bering in explicit detail (via video-tap­
ing) has taken a great leap forward 
with Nikon's new Field Image system. 
They have mated their excellent field 
scope with a CCD camera and a color 
monitor, giving the ability for more 
than one person to view what's being 
observed as it happens - plus the 
ability to concurrently either take 
color digital stills or a video tape. 

Monitor and record the events of a 
crime, have long-term, strain-free and 
taped surveillance; marksmen can 
observe their target and bullet strike 
without moving. This excellent new 
system takes the science of observation 
to a new plateau. 

Nikon, Dept. SOF, 1300 Walt Whit­
man Rd., Melville, NY 117 4 7-3064; lit­
erature or catalogs are available by call­
ing 800-645-6687. On the web they are 
at www.nikonusa.com . ~ 
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2001: JI SHOT Odyssey 
Continued from page 46 

RAFUS ammunition and state in their 
promotional material this rifle set a 
world record 5-shot group at 1,004 
yards that measured only 5 inches. The 
amazing thing is with the barrel 
removed it compresses down into an 
extremely small package. 

Others offering .50 BMG rifles includ­
ed The Robar Companies, Armalite, 
Inc., and CFI (a law-enforcement and 
sporting-arms distributor) had multiple 
.50 BMG rifles on display from manufac­
turers like Accuracy International, 
McBros McMillan, and Barrett. 

For those wanting a rifle that would 
be less costly to operate than a .50 
BMG rifle, Armalite, Inc., had two new 
semi-auto designs on display. The first 
is the ARlOB which is a semi-auto, but 
a faithful reproduction of the original 
Armalite ARlO including the cocking 
spur inside the carrying handle. The 
second semi-auto rifle Armalite 
unveiled is the AR180B. This newest 
version of the AR180 utilizes a steel 
reinforced polymer lower receiver and 
utilizes the trigger parts of their semi­
auto Ml5 line of rifles. 

For those who appreciate the 
Kalashnikov rifle, Arsenal, is building 
an American Kalashnikov variant called 
the SA M-7. It is assembled totally in 
the United States and is 100% 922.R 
compliant. (That means you can use 
high-capacity magazines in it.) 

D&:S GUNS, is the distributor for 
another American firm producing semi­
auto rifles styled after the pre-ban H&:K 
Model 94. Special Weapons makes sev­
eral similar looking, but BATF­
approved versions of a semi-auto MPS 
appearing 9mm and . 45 ACP caliber 
carbine. All of these rifles are semi-auto 
only and feature 16-inch barrel lengths, 
even if some of that length is disguised 
in the form of a fake sound suppressor. 

And finally, an interesting tactical 
lamp for Glocks was found at LiteTek, 
Inc. Offering 30 lumens of illumina­
tion, this tactical lamp mounts to the 
front of the Glock triggerguard and fea­
tures a switch that will work with 
almost any two-hand hold in terms of 
instantaneous on/off operation. 

The SHOT Show will move next year 
to Las Vegas, Nevada and for many of us 
that brings out a big sigh of relief. The 
following year, 2003, it is supposed to 
travel to Orlando, Florida. Both venues 
should prove more friendly to the 
firearms industry and its personnel. ~ 

--rGUNSITE 
Where the 

trainers train 

Call for the 
new 2001 
schedule 
today 
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Handling the Threat of Danger 
Become capable in protecting 
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testosterone levels up to 337°/o. Higher 
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S&K Labs Boron 
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raise Testosterone levels up to 300%. 
When you raise your bodys testosteron e 
level you drastically increase your body's 
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rying SOF. And thanks! 

Tired of the same old job? 
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and Videos! 
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HARVESTING NATURE'S BOUNTY©: A guide­
book of wilderness survival, nature lore, wild 
edible, medicinal, utilitarian plants and animals. 
Over 200 species and 75 photographs. 
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HOW TO CHANGE YOUR IDENTITY & ERASE 
BAD CREDIT. Call James Doolin 1-800-886-
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spy stores nationwide. 
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Easy -- Fast -- Book Shows System. $60.00 
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phiss.com 
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"On The World Wide Web" 

www.spytechagency.com 
"On The Sunset Strip" 

8519-8521 W. Sunset Blvd. 
West Hollywood, CA 90069 

- Web Site Features -
PI Agency· Pl Academy· Spy Shop 

Online over 2500 investigation - surveillance 
countermeasure products, books & videos! I 

CABLE T.V. 
DESCRAMBLERS 

AND TEST CHIPS 

All major brands. 
30-day money back guarantee. 

I -year warranty. 

TKB ELECTRONICS 
1-800-579-3285 

BECOME A PUBLISHED AUTHOR. Company 
with 80-year tradition of quality seeks manu­
scripts. For free Author's Guide to Subsidy 
Publishing , call Dorrance Publishing 1-800-695-
9599. 

CORRESPONDENCE COURSES AND MILI­
TARY MANUALS. Combat Skills , Weapons, 
Tactics, NBC, more. Catalog $5.00. llPD/ACCP, 
Box 1237, Alpine , TX 79830 
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r------------ .. \l\ORLD'S LARGEST 
SURPLUS MARKET 

for military vehicles: jeeps, trucks , 
armor, Mules; tools, manuals, parts . 
Each issue has 100's of ads , tech 
tips and helpful how-to articles on 
restoration , maintenance and 
operation . 

~111.I'l'AUY ~ \TEHICJ,ES 
tiwt1tmll 

1 yr 6 issues - U.S. $18.00, Canada $28.00, Foreign Air 
$40.00, Sample issue $5.00 - U. S. Funds 

700 E. State St.. Dept. ABAZWJ, Iola,, WI 54990-0001 
www.militaryvchiclesmagazinc.com 

Cr~-dit CanJ Cuscomers Dial Toll · l'n:e 

800-258-0929, Dept. ABAZW.J 
M-F, 7 am - 8pm • Sal., 8 am - 2 pm; CTA 

li------------i:ii 
BRITISH/SCOTTISH REGIMENTAL 

INSIGNIA & ACCESSORIES ETC 

• SAS • PARA • ROYAL MARINES 
•RAF • GUARDS • BLACK WATCH ETC 

®
60 PAGE ILLUSTRATED IMPORT CATALOG $6.00 

BRITISH REGALIA IMPORTS 
Department 6, P.O. Box 37 
Palm Harbor, FL 34682 

• 2500+ Military Designs 
• Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines 

• Call now! Toll-free! 
1-888-223-1159 

• Custom pins & patches available. 
Dealer inquiries welcome. 

by Hoover's Mfg., Co. 
P.0.Box 547SF, Peru, IL 61354 

Fax: 1-815-223-1499 

• SOLDIER OF l'Oll'fUNE RUSSIA! Collectors 
item , published in Moscow. Various months. 
Invaluable resource for resea rchers, military and 
intelligence professionals. Printed in Russian 
only. $5 .00 each/3 fo r $12. Overseas, add $3 
for first issue and 1.00 each after fo r Priority 
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!IEllCENAllY AVIA'l'ION llAJ)GE 
Silver wings with cl.utch back attachment. 

Limited supply in stock. Send $6.00 to: 

LAFFERTY, P.O. Box 358, Bay Pines, FL 33744 

llite Tactical and 
Bodyguard Training! 
Now available! flite. hands on pmfessional training in 

the isolation of Gmund lem Compound under International expert 
Mark Yates. learn all aspects of Tactical and VIP Protection through 

Dasie, lntennediate and Advanced courses. Call or send fnr 
infn today. Berkeley & Associates. 

Redefining Elite tor the New Millennium! 

Berkeley & Associates.Im:. 
E-mail: berkassoc@aol.com 

3600 Watermelon Rd, Suite 205, Dept.SF. Northport. AL 35473 
Tel: (205) 342·3306 • Website: www.GroundZeroUSA.com 

COLONEL PETE 
"MONEY TALK'S"© r; · 

~-", Money-Making Opportunities )if 
~ Want to HEAR it? 9J/ 

Catalog $9.95 -- Order NOW!!!! 
222 W. 21ST, Suite F, PMB-118, Norfolk, VA 23517 

Fl'llll:CM CCUNTl'lY 

~ 
20 big acres in WESTERN MONTANA, starting at 
$19,950.00. Trout fishing, backpacking, camping, Elk, 
deer, moose, bear. ADJACENT to National Forest, near 
established towns. Yellowstone and Glacier National Parks 
nearby. GUARANTEED ACCESS, INSURED TITLE, 
WARRANTY DEED. FREE color brochure, photos, maps. 

FULL MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 
"Video Available" 

CALL TOLL-FREE 1-800-592-5990 
TREASURE STATE RANCHES 

210 Milwaukee Street, Dept. S 
Deer Lodge, Montana 59722 - (406) 846-1000 

Mail. SOF Back Issues, 5735 Arapahoe Ave., 
Boulder, CO 80303-1340. 

MAKE $500,000 WITH CLOSEOUTS. Buy mer­
chandise 90% below wholesale. Book $25 MO. 
Opportunity Catalog $5. Legacy, P.O. Box 
140884, SI, NY 10314. 

FREE CATALOG politically incorrect books & 
music. Send $1.00 for postage. Bohica 
Concepts, POB 546, Dept. SF, Randle, Wash­
ington 98377 

WHO KILLED KENNEDY? Government assas­
sination conspiracy exposed. Videocassettes, 
manuscripts, photographs, books. Catalog: 
$3.00. COLLECTOR'S ARCHIVES; Box 2, 
Beaconsfield, Quebec H9W 5T6 CANADA. 
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COLLECTORS 
BRITISH/SCOTTISH MILITARIA COLLEC­
TORS. Regimental insignia and accessories of 
elite Regiments; including SAS; Paratroops; 
Royal Marines; Black Watch; Guards, etc. 60-
page illustrated Import Catalog $6.00. BRITISH 
REGALIA IMPORTS, Department 6A, PO Box 
37, Palm Harbor, FL 34682. 

TOP DOLLAR PAID FOR DESERT STORM pic­
tures. Send list and prices to: Outback, P.O. Box 
645, St. Paris, OH 43072 

V SOUHEll OF FOll'fUNE BACK ISSUES ARE 
available. Most years/issues still in stock. Only 
$5 each includes domestic S&H. Write, fax ore­
mai l to request a comprehensive list. SOF Back 
Issues, 5735 Arapahoe, Suite A-5, Boulder, CO 
80303. Fax: 303-444-5617; e-mail : hetty@ 
sofmag.com or view entire back issue list online 
at WWW.SOl'!IAG.COM 

EDUCATION 
TERMPAPER assistance. 19,278 topics available! 
Catalog on CD-ROM -- rush $2.00. Research, 
11 270 Washington Blvd., Dept. EX, Culver City, CA 
90230. TOLL-FREE HOTLINE: 800-351-0222 or 
www.sf.research-assistance.com 

FINANCIAL 
PROTECT YOUR PRIVACY AND ASSETS. 
Offshore solutions, companies, trusts, founda­
tions, full backup! www.offshorespecialists .com, 
Tel. 011 501231168, Fax 011 501234306 

Need NEWID? 
CREDIT·PRIVACY • 
Our Books Help You Get• New identity• Credit• New SSN 
• ID by mail • College degrees• Better jobs •Credit repair 
•Cash businesses • "Free Money" www.edenpress.com 

FREE PRIVACY CATALOG: 1-800-338-8484 
EDEN PRESS • Box 8410-AB • Fountain Valley, CA 92728 

BULL 20-HR 
13983 Industry Avenue • Becker, MN 55308 

PHONE 1-763-261-5600 •FAX 1-763-261-5599 
www.dpmsinc.com •e-mail: dpmsinc@aol.com 

ON LINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE! 
AA-Rifles • Parts • Accessories 

MONEY AVAILABLE NOW! Let the government 
finance your business idea. Satisfaction guar­
anteed! Cal l Now: 1-800-226-3601, ext BF7770 
www.NationalinfoCorp.com 

FREE 
FREE HACKER CATALOG! 300 Underground 
Plans, New l.D., Money Making Plans, Mobile 
Magnetic Stripe Readers & Writers. T.l.C., P.O. 
Box 876-SF, Hurst, TX 76053. www.theinforma­
tion center.com 

KNIVES - BAYONETS 
COLD STEEL Spyderco, Gerber, SOG, 
Benchmade, Smith & Wesson and more. Huge 
discounts! Free list. KNIVES PLUS MAIL 
ORDER, (800) 687-6202 

MISCELLANEOUS 
SALE: Male Power Pack. Creates/builds mus­
cle, strength, stamina, endurance. Elevate 
Testosterone level 200%. Enhances virility­
Instant recovery. Safe. 1-800-878-8844 

• Did this get your attention? It's a "Dingbat." 
So are v and e. Add them to your SOF clas­
sified ad for $5/each. 

LET THE GOVERNMENT PAY for your new or 
existing home. Hundreds of programs. 
(www.usgovernmentinformation.com) Free 
recorded message: (707) 448-3210. (8KW5) 

50,000 MAPS: Topographic, Tactical Quads, 
Travel, Political , Vietnam, Nevis, Roswell , 
Anyplace! 7700 Air Photos. Catalog $4.00 
(refundable). MONARCH, Box 14490-SF 
Phoenix, AZ 85063. 
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INFORMATION SERVICES 
Know who you are dealing with? 
Locate Telephone Number and 
Addresses, Identity Verification , 
Criminal Records Checks, Motor 
Vehicle Reports , Background 
Checks, Business Reports, 
Marriage and Death Records , 
More. Contact: 

JGS Inc. 
P.O. Box 120176, 

Staten Island, New York 10312-0176 
718-984-9012, Fax: 718-356-7256 

Federally owned land currently available in AK. AZ, AR, CA, 
CO, ID, MT, NV, NM, OR, UT, WA, WY for $2.50 per acre. 
U.S. citizens entitled to purchase up to 160 acres per 
person. For complete information package including maps, 
telephone helpline, filing forms, etc. send $20 check or money 
order to: FEDERAL LAND CO., Dept L, Box 21598, 
Washington, DC 20009. (Note: this is not homestead­
ing - lands are sold outright.) MONEYBACK GUARANTEE! 

REAL ·ESTATE 
SELF-SUFFICIENT ARIZONA RETREAT. Well­
built 1636 sq. ft., 3-bedroom home. 100-yard 
shooting range. 20 acres next to 3 sections 
state land. $175 ,000. Phone 520-803-6870 or 
cell· 520-559-1202. 

SURPLUS . 
GOVERNMENT AUCTIONS in your area! Must 
sell: Ca rs, trucks , computers , more! Great 
deals! Call: 1-800-601-2212, Ext. SP7770. 
www.Nati ona linfoCorp.com 

SURVEILLANCE 
MAKE GREAT MONEY INSTALLING CCTV. 
NO SCAM. Easy. Weekend job. Send $5.00. 
J. Terrazas, 3100 Jane #F207, Albuquerque , 
NM 87111 

ESPIONAGE UNLIMITED: Your one stop shop 
for surveillance, counter surveillance, privacy, 
new ID's and new identity, asset protection , 
covert weapons, investigations, and more. (802) 
864-095 1. www.espionage-store.com 

TRAINING 
BOUNTY HUNTERS: We have the training you 
need. From advanced firearms to apprehension 
techniques. See us at www.bailacademy.com or 
1-877-563-7100. 

SUPERIOR TRAINING for Profess ional s! 
Maritime Secur ity, Exec utive Protection , 
Counter- Intelligence, Corporate Investigations, 
Tactica l Firearms, Business Intelligence, 
Technical Su rve illance. P.O.S. T. Approved! 
Enterprising Securities (770) 723-1683 or 
www.enterprisingsecurities.com 

BODYGUARD TRAINING in the former USSR. 
Experience Reality with Druid Projects, LTD. 
www.dru idprojects.com 

VEHICLES 
FOR SALE: CUSTOMIZED ARMORED VANS. 
Good condition. Full security, floor safe, outside 
lighting and gun turrets. 336-345-8443. 

Extended Slide Lock for ls9.95 P.P.0.1 

---GLOCK@ 
• DROP IN REPLACEMENT• FITS IN ALL HOLSTERS 

Manufactured in U.S.A. by: 
Ranch Products PO BOX 145 Malinto, OH 43535 

~~ilt ~~ ':~' -
Factory 
Direct 

• America's# l Arch-Type Manufacturer 
• 20YeorWorronty 
•Easy Financing Available 
•Easy Do-It-Yourself Conslrudion 
•Free 16 Page Brochure 

GET 
LEGAL 
FAST!: 

VIDEOS 

SAVE ON SELECT SIZES 
25X34 • 30X46 
40X56 • SOXJ 16 

STREET COMBAT TACTICS: Commando 
Fighting System, Three Videos $99.95. Includes: 
Certificate and patch. Order online 
www.icmaa.com or 336-838-4292. We certify 
instructors. 

WEBSITES 
FOR ONLY $25/month you can list your 
Website or Internet URL + 10 words right 
here. This is a great way to get out the word 
on your site! 

DAVE 'S POCKET KNIVES & STUFF. Free 
Shipping & Lifetime Warranty. www. DavesStuff. 
com 

RANGER ARMS Specializing in tactical gear, 
military eq uipment, firearms and firearms acces­
sories. www.rangerarm s.com 

• SUPERIOR QUALITY FIREARMS CLEAN­
ING SUPPLIES -- .16 page catalog -- complete 
line. www.proshotproducts.com 

TACTICAL GEAR ONLINE CATALOG 
International orders we lcome' Recon Supply 
www.ReconSupply.com 

HIGH CAPACITY CLIPS, GRIPS & thousands of 
related shooting products. www.g un acces­
sories.com 

AUTHENTIC U.S. GOVT. ISSUE Army/Navy 
Surplus. Best prices -- Online catalog 
www.americanarmynavy.com Phone 1-888-592-
8014 

ISRAEL MILITARY PRODUCTS -- Webgear, 
Uniforms, T-shirts, Insignias, Golani, Helmets, 
Memorabilia www. imp.co.il 

FREE -- MILITARY> SURVIVAL AND OUT­
DOOR Tips, Tricks, Ideas and More! Visit The 
RangerDigest.Com (www.therangerdigest.com). 
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spyoutlet.com 
Your direct source for 

Surveillance/Countersurveillance 
Electronic Devices 

Mini spy pinhole cameras 
• hidden video • wireless video 

• vehicle tracking • bug detectors 
• phone tap detectors • voice 

changer • 12 hour telephone tape 
recorder $125°0 

• locksmithing 
tools • disappearing ink pens 

•and more 
FOR CATALOG SEND $5°0 TO: 

SPY OUTLET 
2468 NIAGARA FALLS BLVD 

TONAWANDA NY 14150 (716) 695-8660 

BADGE QUALITY - CORROSION FREE RHODIUM 
Send $9.95 to: BUSHPILOT 

P.O. Box 211296 
Bedford, TX 76095-8296 

Catalog with purchase -- Allow 4-6 weeks 
http://www.bushwings.com 

• Complete Covert 
Equipment Headquarters 
• Hidden Video & Audio 
• Self-Defense Products 

www.spycountry.com 

NIGHT VISION WEAPON SCOPES. Giant 
Binoculars, Spotting Scopes, Rangef inde rs, 
Rifle scopes. www.americansupply.net 

FEDERAL LEVEL. International surve illance 
and invest igative materials. Great site. 
www. intelligencehere.com 

You can now ATTRACT BEAUTIFUL LADIES!! 
This pheromone cologne never fails!! 
www.cicara.com 

SERIOUS MONEY PART TIME FROM HOME. 
No fee . No inventory. www. lifeplusk ick 
start.com/earl.asp 1-888-784-1704 

THE FRENCH FOREIGN LEGION -- A Guide­
book to Joining . $37 USO go to 
www.Sa lvobooks.co. uk 

" COWBOY ACTION SHOOTERS, action work , 
etc. Recommended by Mike Venturino." 
www.ycsi.net/users/gunsmith 

NIGHT VISION WEAPON SCOPES. Giant 
Binoculars , Spotting Scopes, Rangefi nders, 
Rifle scopes. www.americansupply.net 
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Basics Before Bells And Whistles 

W ar is in the wind. But you 
wouldn't know it if you get 
your news from Brokaw, 

Jennings and Rather. 
Here's the skinny: The Israelis are 

leaning forward in their foxholes. Their 
troops are locked and cocked, and their 
logistical types have been roving the 
world with checkbooks at high port, 
buying bombs and bullets aplenty. 

Now the U.S.A. is rushing to the 
rescue: 

• All our Scud Busters - Patriot 
missiles - in U.S. Forces Europe 
have been quietly deployed from V 
Corps in Germany to Israel. But 
while we're providing that troubled 
country with theater missile-protec­
tion, we've left our soldiers stark 
naked, unable to stop a single Scud. 

exactly Desert-Storm-good-to-go, the 
force is more like a fire department 
with half of its fire engines sitting on 
flats while four-alarm fires rage in 
every direction. 

Right now, Secretary of Defense 
Donald Rumsfeld is eyeballing a 
shopping list of missiles, ships, fight­
ers and armored vehicles courtesy of 
the military-industrial-congressional 
complex, when his No. 1 priority 
should be rebuilding our force and 
fixing or replacing whatever basic 
stuff it needs the most. 

• Our ground combat forces in 
Germany - a complete armored corps 
- have moved out into the field "to 
train." An insider there says, "Training, 
hell. We're contingency planning for a 
fight in the Middle East." 

Armies are always contingency 
planning. So it could be over the top 
to say we're going to strip Europe of 
all our warriors and completely take 
sides in a conflict that might eventu­

Col. David Hackworth (Ret.) also writes a 
syndicated weekly column titled "Defending 
America." "Hack" doesn't pull any punches 
and many liberal rags won't carry his writ­
ing. If your local paper falls in.to that cate­
gory, call the editor and let him know you'd 
like to see "Def ending America" on the Op­
Ed page. It 's syndicated by King Features, 
235 E. 45th St., New York, NY 10017. 

Sure, all this dough's great for 
some of the heavies who dug deep to 
put Bush in the saddle. But ordering 
up more whiz-bang, gold-plated won­
der gear - unworkable Star Wars 
missiles , Cold War F-22 fighters, 
crash-and-burn V-22 helicopters and 
new armored cars that promise to 
make the U. S. Army capable of doing 
what the U. S. Marines already do 
well - should go on hold. 

The new SecDef's first order 
should be to hammer the nail back in 
the horse's shoe so we don't lose the 
horse and eventually the rider. 
Hopefully Rumsfeld, who comes from 
the old school of never seeing a 

ally involve weapons of mass destruction - nukes, as well 
as chemical and biological weapons. 

The deployment to Israel of the 69th Air Defense 
Brigade - complete with all its Chem/Bio protection gear 
- and V Corps' current war games both began last month 
on Bill Clinton's watch. The Bush bunch was presented 
with the problem on 20 Jan. just the way JFK inherited the 
Bay of Pigs debacle from Ike, and Clinton had the Somali 
disaster dumped in his lap by Bush the Elder. 

Bush the Younger signed-off on the Patriot deployment 
plan when he gave the 69th the green light to go give the 
Arabs a live-fire anti-Scud sound-and-light show. Now the 
nightmare's all his , and we can thank our lucky stars he has 
Dick Cheney and Colin Powell - who've walked that 
desert walk - securing his flanks. And ours. 

Bush's new Pentagon team has taken over a military 
that's worn-out - not only materially, but morally. Not 
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weapon system he didn't want to buy, can steer clear of any 
big-ticket Cold War-type spending sprees for a while. You 
know, impose a shopping moratorium on the bells-and­
whistles wonder weapons while he tends to the basics. 

Warriors who are well-equipped, well-trained and well­
\ed are far more critical to winning battles tlrnn most of 
that ultrahigh-tech, mainly unnecessary stuff on the wish 
list that's pretty much just more of the same-old; same-old 
pork for pals at corporate America. 

http://www.hackworth.com is the address of 
David Hackworth 's home page. 

Copyright 2001 David H. Hackworth 
Distributed by King Features Syndicate, Inc. 

Hackworth 's new book, a novel, 
The Price of Honor, is now available. ~ 
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Merlin Gold® M edallions or Key 
chains are treated w ith an 
antique fi nish, emphasizing the 
detail of the design . 

The Medallions are presented in 
these beautifully designed cases 
with the SOF image stamped in 
gold fo il on the inside puff 

SOF has commissioned Northwest Territorial Mint, 
the premier manufacturer of military Medallions, to 
design and mint our 25th Anniversary Medallion and 

the SOF Medallion. Both Medallions have been 
minted in a variety of specifications for you to 

choose from and each 'proof' quality Medallion 
comes in a custom imprinted leatherette case. 

Shown Actual Size 
39mm Diameter One Troy Ounce 

Both Medallions have been minted in a variety of 
specifications for you to choose from: 

Pure Silver Proof with 24k Gold Select.. .... $ 55.00 
Pure Silver Proo£. ........................................... $ 35.00 
Merlin Gold® Medallion or Key chain ............ $ 7.50 

Northwest Territorial Mint is proud to present these 
exquisite Medallions honoring the Anniversary of the 
SOF Magazine and the Soldier of Fortune readers who 
look to this Magazine as their source for up-to-date 
factual coverage from the world's hot-spots. 

If your organization would like to 
mint its own Medallion, contact us 
for a free packet of information. 

NORTHWEST. 
TERRITORIAL MINT • 
P.O. Box 2148 Auburn, WA 98071 -2148 

Fax: (253) 735-2210 
C heck out our Web address: nwtmint.com 
Custom Medallions ... Minted with Pride! 
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R061 SOF 5/01 

TAKE 4 BOOKS FOR gee =~':BERSHIP 
. Join us online at: 

www.JOINMILITARYBOOKCLUB.COM 
Please use Online Code: MP3 

Please write book 
...,.. numbers here: 

D YES! Please enroll me in The Military Book C/u~ according to the risk-free membership plan described 
in this ad. Send me the 4 BOOKS I have indicated at the right Bill me just 98¢, plus shipping and handling. 

DODD 
DODD 
DODD 
DODD 

I agree to buy 4 more books within the next 2 years. 

Mr./Mrs. 
Miss/Ms. 

(please print) 

Address Apt. 

City State ZIP 

Home telephone, please: (--l------------ ­
Please sign 
(if under 18, parent must sig n) _______________ _ 

Members accepted in Li.SA and Canada only. Canadian members serviced from Canada 
where otter is slightly different Sales tax added where applicable. Membership subject to approval. 

47 ### ### 96 42 FS222 

NOTE: If you select a book that 
counts as 2 choices, write the first 
4 digits of the book number in one 
row of boxes and 9999 in the next. 

SAVE MORE NOW! Send me this book now 
and reduce my commitment to 3 books. Bill me 
an added $4.99, plus shipping and handling. 
(Books that count as 2 choices are not eligible.) 

Please write 5th llii.. DDDD 
book number here: ,. 
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